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Sm me tranqmllafeneBm 
ExpeBatf feu Mors atris circunevolat alts, 
Dpves, inops, Romtt^ feu firs ita jufferits ^xult 
Siuifquis erit 'vitaf fcribam, color, Ho&* 

IMITATED. 
Whether Old Age a tranquil evening brings. 
Or Death fails round me with his Raven Wings ; 
Rich, poor; at Rome, or London; well, of ill; 
Whate'ec my fortunes, write I muft and will. 
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ITHE GHOST IN COCK -LANK; 

Satuc^ayt February 13, i762> 

•INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY. 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS; 

% 

I 

P^riAnr^HERE have been lately held, in the 
•*' Rue de Coqy fevcral extraordinary lits 
dejufihe J. it which fome of the chie^ perfons in 
t)ie nation have affifted; and what is extremely 
remarkable, a Proteftant Clergyman has voluntarily 
adminifterfed more than Extreme Undtion to 
a Ghoft* — [From the Paris A-la-main. 

Lijhon. Several of the Jefuits who were ex« 
iled from this country have gone over to England 
in difguile. The effedts of their horrible macbi« 

nations begin to difcover themfelvcs already in the. 
Vol, IL B inyfterious , 
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aiyfterious affair of the Spirit in Cock-Lane^ 
which engrof&s the attention of the whole Britifb 
Nation. We are aSiired by fome gentlemen of 
the EngliOi Fadory, that the abfolute laws againft 
witchcraft^ &Cr will fpeedily be revired in Gfeal-^ 
Britain i ' , 

IRELAND. 
Duilin. We hear from London^ that the Appa» 
rition in Cock-Lane, has never been fecn bjr 

nobody. — [Faulkner^ s Journal. - 

SCO T L AND. 

jQlafgow^ The ieventfa fon of a feveath bitt 
h juft fet out on a walk to London, in order to 
vifit the Spirit in Cock-Lane ^ and as this gentle- 
tleman is bleft with the faculty of fecond lights it 
is thought that he will be able to- fee her. 

The fpirit's great propeniity to firatchingy 
fiiakes it generally fuppofed here, that Mifs Fanny 
died of the itch rather than the JmaJl-pox^ and th^t 
the Ghoft is certainly mangy. 

LONDON. 
YeftoFcTay ^Committeeof Enquiry on theXShoft 
in Cock- Lane, met at the Jerufalem Tav^n in 
ClerkenweiU v^hen Mifs P. was put to bed hy. 

me of the maids of honour, in the room where 

the 
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Jfye C^kney'*^ ?eaft i* gtnetzlly Md, itt the pre- 

fert^ 6{ ^ Ktgbt Hatt. t%e Eirfe of ^^i^ atfd 

smd -^^M^;. Idle Rtgfat ib«<r« thr Kiio^ of 

md^.^.^^^ tnd jEbbtii fifty' Adr« of HM ildMKty. 

The inockings aikf J^Ot'^ffg^ fecgaW abot« 

manner : 
^ WUl jmr ge hM thAt pint l^tUe f f/H^nN 

kpockk 
From the time of this preliminary an^ef in tli«^ 

affirmative, all cbe ftibfeq^i^nt aoi fes iffuod as&om 

the bottle. 

>at Bitty P. /i^ i^ri^ ) ^^^ Mi^Fatnn^,. is- itot yout 
real name Mi&B#ttf!-''-Ma«b toaidiiii^) s» if 

^ /i>Mf» <! hrd if ike trepifnr$.) WiaK mi the 
iMtowt of the i»4ioAd i[e]bt?-«-Abote a^ llttodccd 
and thirty mlltoR^ iH»QfB|i|»v . 
. ;^. Bxm maay yeai^ iuice the creaiti^ii «f thf 
world ? — ^Above £jfe thoufand Jcoock^ 

\^. What Is th« number of tho prefent Annw 
Xiomini ?«— One thgufand feven huadred and iixj^ 
two knocks. 

^ How many people are there in this room I 

rrft jr-eight knocks ••--Right, 

li % ^ Ho^ 
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^ How many women i Twelve knocks 
Wrong : there was another lad j in man's cloatb^. 

^ How many maids ?— ^One knock. Certainly 
wrong; for there were five unmarried ladies in the 
room, beiides the girl in bed^ 

^ Will you have prayers read to you ?— -One 
knock. 

^. Shall they be read by any of the archbifhops, 
bifhops, or other regular clergy ?-^Two knocks. 

^ Shall they be read by Doftor Wh— .d? 
to^One knock. 

^ Or Dr. Ro— — ne ? — One knocks 

^. Or Mr. M n ?— One knock. 

^ Or Mr. M ref— One knock. 

^. Or Mr. B— g— n ?— One knock. 
. J^. Or Mr. S— «^n ?•*— One knock. 

^. Can you fay the Lord's Prayer backwar&f 
9«>*Much fcratching, ^s if angry; after which the 
l)Ottlefuddenly cracked, and flew into teti thoufand 
pieces, and no more anfwers were given, 
f We hear that the above Committee propofe to 
fit out a privateer to cruife in the Red-Sea. 
'' \ We hear that the Rev. Mr. M; is preparing a 
inew work for the ufe of families, efpccially chil- 
^ dren, to be publiihed in weekly numbers, called 
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Tbe Ghoft's Catechifm. We have been faroufcd 
with a tranfcrlpt of the Creed, which is as follows; 

Mr.M 'a BELIEF. 

*< I Believe, in iigns, omens, tokens, dreams^ 
viiions, fpirits, ghofts, fpedres, and apparitions. 

•* And in Mary Tofts, who conceived and was 
brought to bed of a couple of rabbits. 

^^ And in Elizabeth Canning, who lived a whole 
month without performing apy of the ufua} p£Eices 
of nature, on fix prufts pf ^ry br/ead and half a jug 
of water. 

r 

*• And ii^ A— — d 3— -r ^ho made his eCcape 
from the Inq n at M— c— r — ta. 

^* And in all the miracles of the Holy l^omait* 
^atholick Church. 

*^ I believe in fairies; I believe in witches | 
I believe in hobgoblins; I believe in the ihrieking 
wpman ; I believe in the death - watch ; ]L 
believe in the deat^-^ow); I believe in raw* 
head-and-bloody-bones ; I believe in all dories^ 
tales, legends, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. k^^ 
ifc &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c^. &c. &c. &c. ^c^ 
^c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. ^c/' 

We are afTured that the Ghoft will continue bef 
rout in Cock-Lane^ and her drum at the two Tbc- 
9tres. 

94 , MIS§ 
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MUS FAMNY'^ THEATRE 

IN COCK^i^ANS. 

By particular Defire of feveral perfon^ of Quality^ 

To-njorrow Evening, bein;^the 14th Infta^ wUi 

be perfbrmed, 

AN ENTERTAINMENT 

O F 

SCRATCHING AND KNOCKING^ 

*" OFTttREEACTS. 

BACH ACT TO CONCLtJBE WITH 

A FLUTTER. 

Bed los. 6d. Chaiirs 5s. Standing 2s.6d« 

, To begin precifely at Twelve o'Clpck. 

1^ Np Mopey to be renamed after the firft Scj-at^li, 
and nothing under the Full Price* will be taken. 
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EPIGRAM. 

On the long Delay of a promifed Poem called 

THE AUTHOR. 

BUT wh^re is this Juthor, was promised fo Igng 
From Churchill, that giant fo float and fo ftrong ? 
He's fick. Sir, fays one,-p-He'3 burnt out cries another. 
And the high flame of gpmps iinks cjpwn Jntp ftnothpr. 
Xjli^ ^f Gholl in Cock-lane, he has frighten'd us al)« 
An^ kaoi;If '4 \\$f an4 fcratch'd u^',«-the great and the 

fmall ; 
Bu|: flow of his Spirit no mo^-c we're afraid. 
For Parfon and Fanny together are laid. 
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Te the Pkintek a/ tb* St. James's Chkonicle. 

t 

Mr. Baldwin, 

YOUR true*bofni Englishmen, your bold BrU 
tons, who are lions in the field, and fea lioM 
on the ocean, are, wkb all their courage, the moft 
remarkabie of any nation in the world, forbeioy 
iisized with aPanick. A battle loft^ or an iflan4 
<ake% brings ^lown their high fpirits in an inftant^ 
and the nation is undone. An ecl^fe,, or a comet 
mith the help of fonie profound philoibpber in tlM 
migaiunes, or two it three terrifying paragraphs 
in the News-papers, flull fill the imagination of 
all the old women, of both fexes, with horrible apir 
prehenfions ^^f the immediate deftrvu^on of tb^ 
world ; and groaning profelytes pour in, without 
aumber, to Totteiiham-Coirrt and Moorfbcld&i 
It is fiill freih in our memories, that twd 
i^ght flxocks of an eardiquake, the mod violent 
of which never fliook the pewter oiF the kitchen- 
Ihelves in Grofvenor-Square, turned the minds 
of the botd Britons topfy^turvy, and all London 
itfelf ieemed going out of town. In ihort, the 
Spirits rife and fall| in the barometer of English 
imaginations^ with mojft incredible revolutions. 

Their 
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Their hopes, unlefs perpetually buoyed up h^ 
profperous circumftances, are fure to fink. Publick 
Opinions are as delicate as Publick Credit; and it 
feems as impoffible for Engliflimen to preferve a man- 
ly evennefs of temper, asto keep theftocksat^<7r. 
Thefe reflexions occurred on obferving the 
terror, that has diiFufed itfelf through mod fa- 
milies, on account of the pr^fent Epidemical DiP 
temper ; for fo, Mr. Baldwin, you, and the reft 
of your brother newfmongers, have taught us to 
call it. They, into whofe hands our journals may 
fall in foreign countries, muft fuppofe that a plague 
is raging amongft us. The bills of mortality, fay 
they, are jconfiderably fwelled m their numbers ten 
are buried in one grave : four or five in a family are 
carried off in one day ; with other particulars, which 
every body believes though nobody knows to be true^ 
It is fuppofed that there muft be fome noxious qua^ 
lity in the air, and pieces of beef are fent up from 
Highgate Hill, at the tail of fchool-boys kites^ 
though it is the received dodrine of writers on alf 
plagues, that any peftilential quality in the air 
aSe6b dogs, horfes, and other animals, - before 
it reaches men, and would confequently fliew itfelF 
on the live ox, as well as the dead piece of beef. 
For my part, as a true Briton, I cannot help being 

moft 
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mod fenfibly ofFended, that Beef, the ftaple food of 
old England, Beef, the glory of our country^ 
fho.uld be projftituted to fuch purpofes. In a timp 
of war, when proviiions of all kinds grow dearer 
and dearer every day, when the price is artfullj 
rai/ed on meat, and fiih is obliged to be brought 
to town in the machine of Arts and Sciences, I am 
alarmed, left this prodigality (hould be the means, 
or at leaft fcrve the butchers as a pretence, for 
iMfmg the price of meat ftill higher; and my ap- 
prehenlloas are redoubled, when my maid alTures 
me, on coming from market, that broth being tmi«» 
verfally prefcribed ip the prefent reigning diforder, 
fcraigs of mutton are grown fo • much in requeft^ 
that the worft end fells for fix-p^nce and feven-jpence 
fer pound. 

In the mean time, to keep our terrors alive, and 
to prevent the Panick from fubfiding in the mindi 
of the people, all the Dodors who are authors, 
begin to tell us fr6m the prefs, that colds caught 
at this feafon are extremely . dangerous ; and alt 
the bookfellers who are venders of the medicines, 
recommend their nofirums by fifty dilFereht arti- 
fices, inferted in advert! fements, letters, para* 
graphs, &c«—— And here, Mr. Baldwin, I cannot 
\fut obferve by thq bye ^hat you, who are a prin* 

tcr. 
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ter^ imift often have ob&rved Tmirfelf^ and know 
to be true, tbat tke coime&ion between author and 

liodLfeller, is as infeparable as that between whore 
and bawd, a juftice and bis clerk, a coiinfeIl<Mr and 

sttorney, or (according to Congreve) a curate 
and a tobacco^ftc^per $«— that this omnedion, I 
£ij, has of late years, begun to difplay itfelf in a 
new light: for fince the dodors have pretty gene- 
rally become autbcrs, bookfellcrs and printers have 
a£led as a kind of baftard fpecies of apothecaries* 
In the natural courfe of trade and (hop-keeping, 
one would as foon think of fending for a pot of 
porter to the grocer's, or a leg of mutton to the 
tallow-chandier's, as for a pill, drop, or an ele&u-» 
try, to the printing-ofEce ; or for a powdel*, si 
balfam, or an elixir, to the bookfeller's. Yet ia 
it is, medicines and pamphlets are prepared and 
"written by one and the fame hand, and both pui^ 
Ufifd (for tbat I find is the phrafe in each cafe) at 
one and the fame ihop. Two fuch ranks of men 
in combination, who are each of them perpetually 
addreffing the publick, have opportunities, like 
mountebank- pra(5lifers, tp hawk their own ^me- 
dicines. It is their intereft in the firft place, to 
perfuade you that you are fick, or tbat you will 
be iic^k ; and in the next place^ to perfuade you 

that 
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thai notUhg but their nojlrum will infiire your 
Govery^ or prevent your taking the diftemper* 

Now, Mr. Baldwin, luiviog myfelf a new dif- 
eovcry in medicine (to recommend to the publick, 
a preparation that will be of the moft infinice fervicein 
ti}epr<elcntreigningdidemper,andinalktberdiftein* 
pers that ever have afFei^ed, or ever will, or can affdd 
human nature, I beg leave to make it known to 
the world thrpugh the channel of your moft ufefu]^ 
moil excellent, moft entertaining, moft inftrudivf , 
paper. Thofe, you know, are thepbrafea which th» 
Gorre/pondents of all publick journal^, from yourowa 
down to the Farthing Poft, when there was one», 
have always made ufe of. I cannot boaft a patent 
fpr my medicine. But as I (hall plainly appear to 
haVe only the publick good at heart, by declaring 
its virtues in your Chronicle, I will anfwcr for it 
that Ae Staoip-Office (hall demand no duty, as for 
ao Miyertifoment, though you infert it ever fo often* 

To the Good People of Great-Britain. • 

' ' ■ ' Venienti occurritt morio ! 

THE PANACiE.A, 
Or the celebrated Drop and Pill of Temperance and 
£xereife,.a fovereign remedy for perions of ev^ry 
I age. 
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age, fex, or condition. The iirft may be taken in 

two or three glaflfes of wine after dinner, white op 

fed port, claret, burgundy, or tokay — ^but not fo 

well in champaigne. Poor folks may take it in 

fmall-beer or porter ; and though it does not mix 

well with fpirituous liquors, yet it may be taken 

in punch, in fmall quantities. It is fo far from 

offending the tafle, that it gives the higbeft reliih 

to roaft beef, or any Englifli di(hes, and has an 

admirable effeft in plumb-pudding. Faithfully 

prepared after the receipts of a lady eminent in 

kitchen pbyfick. The fecond is a finer diaphore-* 

tick than James's powder, or any preparation of 

antimony.— To be taken fafting, or any hour of 

the day, without lofs of time, or hindrance of 

bufinefs, in the Park, at Ranelagh, on foot, or on 

horfeback, or in qwrois vehicuh» Its virtues, its 

liealing qualities, &c. &c. ^&c. &e, are infallible* 

Thotifands have been relieved by it. T|ie afflidecl 

may depend on its effe£ls. 

MEDICAL CASE. 

A gentleman who had long been complaining 
and complaining, and ailing and ailing, and who 
had taken all the medicines in and out of the dif^ 
penfatory, at length applied to the celebrated Doc** 

tor 
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Cor Raddiffe. The Doftor foon perceivingtbe nz* 
ture of his cafe, told him, that he was in pofieffion 
of a fetret, which was infallible for his diftetnper; 
but that unluckily it was at that time in the hands 
of Dodor Pitcairne at Edinburgh, to whom he 
would write to ^pply it in favour of thepadent, 
if he himfelf thought it worth while to go fo far 
in queft of it. The patient readily undertook the 
journey, and travelled to Edinburgh : but when he 
arrived there, he had the mortification to find 
that juft before Dofior Radcliffe's letter reached 
Edinburgh, Dodor Pitcairne had fent them edicine 
to Doftor Mufgrave of Exeter, The patient how- 
ever had refolution enough on Dodor Pitcaime's 
advice, to go acrofs the country to Exeter, in fur- 
ther- purfuit of it : but as ill luck would have it, 
Do£lor Mufgrave told him, that he had, but the 
day before, tranfmitted it back again to Dofior 
RadclifFe in London, where the patient naturally 
returned, to take the benefit of it at home. He 
could not help laughing with the Do£lor at the tour 
he had taken, and at his ftrange difappointments. 
I went after the medicine, faid the patient, to no 
purpofe I and yet I cannot tell how it happens, but 
I am much better than I was when I fat out. I 
know it, cries the Dodor, I know it. You have 

got 
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got Ike fl^^eidkittc. The f&drmty was tfad iecudlL 

Ami 4^ but lire timperatelf attd keep jofirfttf in 

£xen:cfe) ]roa will bare iw^aocifmi for axsffAyfick 

in die wodil. 

I am^ Mr. Baldwin^ , 

Yo«ir a4inireF^ t» be fuftff 

Your confbint r^^^er. 

And fomethnes your Wf itffp, 

RHAPSODISTA. 
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Td the Printer of the St. James's Chrgnicije. 

*Tburfdaj, Stpr, 3:0, 171^*. 

AN0 fo^ Mr. Baldwin, nothing but Politick! 
will go down with you at prefent I Your old 
correfpondents^the Laughers andthe Jokers, and the 
Wits and the Criticks, and the Poets, aw all v*- 
niihed; and in come the Patriots, and the Statef- 
inen> the Advocates of Liberty, and the Queliers of 
Sedition* Not a man but writes as if his country 
was atftake; not a pen that is not drawn, as it were, 
pre arts ^ facts ; not a drop of kik^ that is not flied 
in the (jaufe ef Liberty, Property, and Religion. 
Party has divided the whole town, and Pro and Con 
t^kes up every page of your Chronicle.— You call 

yourfclf 
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jourfelf isqartial, diat is, yoxL give 1>oth ptitiei 
a fair opportunity to abufe each other* Jiadi abtram 
fartM, is your maxim $ that is (lA your free tnnC' 
iation) /Xmet be$b Jid$s\ and indeed tbey are well 
worth hearing, and what infinite delight nraft a 
Scotchman receive, after reading a ceruin portion 
of abufe on bis country and countrymen, bow 
charmingly muft his indignation be foothed and 
appealed, to^nd his opponents equally befpattered 
in the next column! But as this kind of impar-^ 
tiality abufes all parties, the confequence is thataS 
parties abufe you, and each in their turn confider 
you as the tool of their adverfaries. Laft week, 
in a coffee-hcHife near St. James's, I iawaScotch 
Colonel, who longs for the next regiment that falls, 
throw your paper into the ^fire, provoked by the 
Sev^ity of a letter ^gainft Lord Bute ; and the very 
Bcxt moriting I iaw the fame p^qier almoft as hasdljr 
dealt With in the Alley, on account of an extraift 
from ^e Auditor, which refleded' on the broken 
and Adr. Pitt. Let me tell you, Mr. Baldwin, it iar 
very lucky that you are not obliged to follow your 
paper, wherever it goes^ and that your figure id 
not as univerfally known as the £u:e of your paper. 
I knew a country printer that ventured to inlbrt 
kUcfs on both fides of (hequ^ftionia bis journal, 

during 
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during the county ek£tion : and I can aflure yod> 
Mr. Baldwin^ that though he was one of the luf* 
lieft men in that country^ and above fix feet high, he 
could fcarce put his head out of doors in the courfe of 
the whole controverfy » You, I am told, are a tight 
built litt]e black man^ but by no means fuch an 
able-bodied printer as my friend in the country* If 
you cannot weild the quarter-ftaff of party with 
cafe, and have not power fairly to cudgel your 
enemies into good humour, believe me. Sir, 'tis 
dangerous to hobble along on the unequal and un- 
fieady crutches of two oppoiite fa£^ions. Your 
fugitive fcribblers are unknown, and leave you 

to ftand buff to the Publick for their labours. On 

i 

|he contrary, the authors 6f the feveral political 
papers now extant, keep the names of their prin«- 
tcrs as fecret as thofe of their furgeons^: and as to 
themfelves, they are a match for 'any thing. The 
club of the Monitory is, I am told, more formida- 
ble than hh pen; the Briton, they fay, is a raw 
boned Scotfman; the Auditor a tall Irilhman ; and- 
^e North Briton, or the world hugely belies him, 
has a broader pair of (boulders than any author 
militant in this great metropolis* 

After all, Mr. Baldwin, I believe you are a 

mighty good fort of man, aiid mean no harm. If- 

the 
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tke people of this town will write nothi;ig but 
Politicks, and read nothing but Politicks, you s^re 
reduced of neceffity to print nothing but Politicks : 
becaufe your ftationer muft be paid, your hawkers 
inuft be fee'd, nay you muft give your very devil 
his due, and have an hot joint every day and a pud- 
ding on Sunday. Yet cannot I forbear admiring 
the publick ifpirit of our authors; who while, 
their all is at ftake, while the very nature of literary 
property is in queftion, neglefiing to refute the 
ftrange and unnatural doctrine, that ^< an author 
has ho right to his ovTn work,'' are all tip in arms 
on another occaCon, fettling the Miniftry and 
agitating the Preliminaries of Peace. For my own 
part, though I have been equally follicited by both 
parties, and though you are ready to infert my. 
arguments on either fide of the queftion, yet V am 
refolved, like Scrub, to fay nothing, Pro not Coti^ 
till we have a Peace. Ih the mean time as no- 
thing but Politicks will go down, to comply in 
fome meafure with the humour of the town, fup- 
pofe I oblige you and your readers^ with a critical 
review of our political writers. I do not mean 
to give a weekly detail of their arguments, tofcru- 
tinize their characters, or criticife particular parts 
of their produdions. Heaven forbid !— all I 
Vol. II. C intend 
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intend is to Iraw their general charaAers $ and per« 
haps, if I happen to be in the right vein for fucb 
a whim, to give a fliort iketch of the ftyle and 
manner of each of them. And fo, Mafter BaM^ 
win^ till you hear from me again I am. 

Your humble fervant, 

RHAPSODISTA^ 



To the Printir of the St. James's Chronicle. 

^u^ji oa. i9i 176a. 
Mr* Baldwin, 

GOING along the ftreets the other day, me- 
ditating on the fubjedt I opened to you in 
my laft, and confidering into what form I ihould 
throw my reflections on the prefent race of poli- 
cal writers, I {tumbled by mere accident on the 
following M. S. which I muft beg you to commit 
to the prefs, juft as I Found it, under the title of. 

THE NORTH BRITON EXRTAORDINARY,. 

June 4> 1762. 

" AN extraordinary circumfiance is a fufS- 
cient apology for a paper extraordinary. The date 
^f this eflay will immediately denote the fubje£t of 
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it, and ihew tliat I mean to congratulate the Pub- 
lick in general, and my countrymen in particular^ 
on the occaiion of his Majefty's Birth-day. The 
North-Briton is not one erf" thofe low icribblers^ 
who like that flave the Briton, or that proftitute 
the Auditor, mean to write themfelves into a place 
or a penfion ; nor will he be reftrained from deliver* 
ing his fentiments by the fear of £re, pillory, or 
imprifonment. The Law fhall be his protection ; 
and while Lord Mansfield Ihall prefide as Lord 
Chief Juftice in the Court of King's Bench^ the 
North Briton (ball dread no oppreffion. 

'•' On this occaiion, as well as on every other, 
I (hall ftudy to fpeak but. I have not been ufed 
to be a refpeSer of perfons. I do not, after the 
manner of the old patriots in the Craftfman, make 
ufc of nick- names. The ingenious devices of 
Lord Gawkee, Colonel Catiline, and Colonel 
Squintum, Lord Gothamftow, Captain lagoAnni- 
feed, and Parfon Bruin, ^ and Parfon Brawn, 
I leave to the Briton and Auditor. I ufe no afte- 
rifks ; the names of t)ukes, and Lords, and Mini- 
ders, are written at full length, fori am above all 
cvafion. Wherefore, without further preface or 
preamble, I gladly feize the opportunity of this 

great anniverfary, to congratulate thofe of our 

C 2 inclining 
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inclining, that we have now a Prince upon thcf 
thronq, who is an abfolute Jacobite. 

^^ However paradoxical fuch an aflertion may 
appear, I have no doubt of being able to demon- 
flrate it as clearly as any propoiitton in Euclid. 
Imprimis^ the groundwork and firft principle of 
Jacobitifm, is to cheriih the warmed fentlments 
for the family of Stuart. Lord Bute (I dare venture 
to aflert it^ is of the Stuart family. He is himfelf 
a Stuai^t. He caiinot deny it. It is a ciFCumftance 
which miniflerial advocates may palliate, but which, 
like that of his being a true Scot, they cannot 
diflemble. Yet, Scot and Stuart as he is, we have 
fcen bim Secretary of State, and we now fee him at 
the head of the Treafury : I fay, we fee a Scotfman 
(the reader may recoUeA I have written a whole 
paper on this fubjefl) at the head of the Treafury* 
There is apaiTageih Archbiihop Spotfwood, p. 180 
by which it appears, that during the troubles of that 
condemned Stuart, Charles I. there was at one time 
in his Majefty's Treafury, the immenfe fuin 
of feven ihi'lling& and fix-pence. — A fum that 
might almoft rival the contents of the Bank of 
Edinburgh, which fometimes difcounts bills to 
nearly that aniount Yet Lord Bute is at the head 
of a treafury, drawing fchemes to raife at one time 

millions 
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fRiHions bf Englifh poun(}s (I might fay hundreds 
of millions, did I mean Scotch pounds) double 
the number of the above fliillings. How then can 
ve doubt his Majefty's attachment to the family 
of Stuart? Demofthenes faid of the Pythian 
oracle, that it Philipifed : we do not want an En- 
glifh Demofthenes, who might fay, that his Majefty 
Stuartifeth, that is, being interpreted. He is 4 

Jacobite* 

** To prove this ftill further, let us confider, 
that during the two former reigns of the prefent 
family, every Scotfma^ was kept at as great a di- 
ftance from court, as Edinburgh is from London ; 
and all country-gentlemen (commonly called To- 
ries^ were doomed to remain for ever in the coun- 
try, never receiving the leaft encouragement to come 
to St. James's. How is all this reverfed at prefent I 
It is held no crime to be born on the other fide 
of the Tweed ; nay, the immenfe fum of four 
thoufand pounds is allowed by parliament toward$ 
buildi&g a bridge over that ftream, to facilitate 
the communic2ltion between the two united king* 
doms, or rather to pave the way for Scotfmen to 
come over into England. And here I would hum- 
bly fubmit to the commifEoners, appointed by the 
legiflature, that the bridge may contain only a 

C 3 foot* 
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foot- way ! for alas I we too well know [that theiY 
maxim is, VeJiigianu\laretrorfum\ and when they have 
once walked hither, not one of them will drive their 
carriages back again. Had Cain been Scot^ i^c. 
The paiTage is as well known as any in Fingal, 
or John Hume's tragedies. Add to all this, that 
known Tories, men, who during .the feverai Ipyal 
adminiftrations, were marked for Jacobites, whom 
Kings were taught to call fo, are now daily feen 
at St. James's. The rage of party hath entirely 
fubfided : places of power and profit are beftowcd 
on gentlemen of Oxfordshire, and members of 
the Cocoa-tree, The Univerfity of Oxford itfelf, 
"which was declared in the Houfe of Commons 
V to be paved with DifafFe£lion and Jacobitifm," 
begins to receive encouragement j their addreflea 
engage attention, and we hear of Oxford BiCbops 
and Prebendaries: in a word, how could all the fe 
things be ? How could it come to pafs, unlefs 
his Majefty were a Jacobite, that Tories fljould 
be in place; that Lord Butefhould have power; 
that knights of the Thiftle fhould be created 
knights of the Garter; and Scotfmen be fe^n in 
broad-cloth and breeches ? 

" The Pretender is now faid to be at Avignon. 
Now in cafe we fhould fend an embaflador extraor- 

to 
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4inafy to Paris, it miy be fairly prefumed, that his 

Majcfty—" 

• • t' • • • • 

Here, Mr. Baldwin, here ends, imperfeft and 
uniinifbed, this curijous mantsfcript. The Publick 
will eafily rtcoghife the ftyle, manner, and fenti- 
timents of their old friend, and will undoubtedly 
regret, sis well as you and I, that fuch a fubjeft, 
fo happily begun, ibould be left incomplete. The 
lofs of this firft part of the copy, and the fubjeft 
being temporary, I fuppofe were the reafons of 
this efTay's not makinjg its appearance, in due 
feafon, beautifully printed on a iheet and half of 
ilne writing paper. ^ Be it your care to preferve 
this precious portion of it! and to make fome 
amends for the lofs of the reft, I have fubjoined the 
following letter, originally defigned to be fent to 
the fame paper. 

TO THE NORtH BRITON. 

S IR, 

** NOTHING was ever more evident, 
than the prefent partiality to Spotfmen. To enu- 
merate t\l the particulars of it would be endlefs* 
I (ball confine myfelf to one fingle inftance. You 
were one of the firft to cry out againft the inini- 

C4 ^ ftry 
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ftry Oil the lofs of Newfoundland. Give me leave 
to point out fome fcandalous inftances of partiality 
that attend the retaking that ifland. Imprimis ^ 
Who commanded that expedition?— Lord Cplvill, 
-—a Scotfman.— Who brought home the French 
colours ? r— Captain Campbell, — z Scotfman.— r 
Who came home with the news, greatly praifed 
for his fpirit and aftivity, in the Syren? — Captain 
Douglas,— a Scotfman. — But above all, who were 
the only three oncers wounded, and confequently 
placed (like the Englilb by Prince Ferdinand} in 
the poft of Honour ? Capt, McDonnell, Capt. 
Bailie, and Capt. M'Kenzie*-^All three Scotfmen," 

. I will not dwell on the me^n national r6fle£tion, 
to injurious to the Iriih, in the firft part of his 
Lcrdfliip's letter, where he writes, *'* thefe Irifhr 
men faid, that if I would go into the Bay of 5a//x, 
numbers of their countrymen would. refort to me| 
&c," J ?m. Sir, 

Your humble fervannt, 

QSi. u, 1762. PATRICK KELLY, 

. And now, Mr. Baldwin, I fliall take my leav€ 
,cf you, though perhaps I may foon fend you fome 
ftridures, on other political writers* In the mea(i 
time I am, as before, yours, 

I RHAPSODISTA. 

T4 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. as 



To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle. 

Saturdajft OQ. 30, 1762* 

Mr. Baldwin, 

I Have been In much pain on your account fince 
the publication of the North Briton Extra- 
ordinary, which I enclofed to you in my 
laft. I was at firft very glad to find that no- 
body queftioned its authenticity, but foon 
began to tremble for its confequences. Some faid 
that the meflengers had feifed you, your compo- 
fitors, prefs-men, devils, &c. Some foretold mo« 
tions in the King's-Bench provoking vengeance 
and letting all the terrors of the law loofe upon you. 
Others progiiofticated your being called up to the bar 
of both Houfes: while thofe who were your moft 
fanguine admirers, heartily wilhed, that for the 
convenience of carrying on your paper, you had, 
like the Gazetteer, an houfe adjoining to Newgate. 
At length, however, I begin to hope that you 
are quite out of danger, and that in this feafon 
of the general mafTacre of charaders, forae licence 
will be allowed to you, as well as your brethren. 
I would advife you, at all events, to give the world 
frefli proofs of your impartiality, and to ballance 
the account feirly between both parties* Expel 

5 one 
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on^ pbt(bn by another ! or, to fpeak more refpaSt-* 
fully of our controverilal writers, let diamond cut 
diamond ! Publifh in your next, to make amends^ 
the inclofed Auditor, whicli (to ufe the words of the 
Auditor] the Publick may dtperid on as auihemicki 
full as authentick as the laft paper I fent you. 

THE AUDITOR EXTRAORDINARY. 

■■*■ 77/ be nn Auditor, 

An Actor too perhaps ^ if I/ee caufe. 

MiDsuM. Night's Dream* 

Audiu ift Operm Pretium illorum Impudentiom. Tbr« 

Hear, for each hearer muft applaud it. 
Of their vile impudenet my audit I 

IT is a difagreeable circumftance to be ftationed 
on guard, like the out-pofts of an army, jiift 
on the confines of the enemy's camp. Yet are 
there fome confiderable advantages refulting from 
fuch a iituation : for in fuch a fituation the earlieft 
intelligence may be obtained, and while ** the hum 
of either army flilly founds," anecdotes of the moffi, 
curious nature may be colleded, s^ hath already 
more than once been experienced and manifefted by 
the Auditor. Nor can I think that the perform^ 
ing this kind of duty is, in the phrafe of Bobadil, 
fervice of danger \ as it is well known, my an- 

Cagonift, fierce and furious as he is, can take the 

field. 
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field, and come even within piftol {hot of his ad« 
verfary, without the leaft ill confequence to one 
party or the other. 

For my own part, I am poflefled of Aich a fo* 
vereign contempt for him, or, if youpleafe, them, 
be he or they of the fingular, plural, or (according 
to the Grecians) of the dual number, that it is not 
without the utmoft difdain, that I thus defcend, 
into the ArenOy with fuch paltry opponents. iThe ' 
late Mr. Fielding, of humourous memory, in one of 
his Covent-Garden Journals (though I do not 
know whether that paper be extant in the elegant 
edition of his works, lately publilbed by Arthur 
Murphy, Efq.) hath ' I remember, comically 
proved, that the moft contemptuous animal in the 
creation is a Loufe ; and has defcribed one of thofe 
animalcules overflowing with a true quality-con* 
tempt of the mean creature, whofe head he inha« 
bited. 

I am, I muft confefs, th^ Loufe to the North 
Sritan. I fit weekly in judgement on his head ; 
on the produce whereof he perhaps may live, but 
t cannot : for the deplorable fterility of that fpot 
feeds nothing but my contempt. I run over the bar- 
ren region, more barren than the country he con- 
tinually reyiles, with all the avidity of the little 

human 
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human blood-fucker. * Here, perhaps, I difcover 
an abortive vein of Profaick Poetry ; there 
branches out many a Ramification of Political Vi- 
rulence ; and there, in a remote corner of the Pia 
Mater^ is lodged a fmal I portion of Bayes's Spirit 
of Brains^ which (like the Spirit of Laws) would 
require the pen of a-Montefquieu to defcribe its 
qualities at large, but it is in faft no other than the 
Spirit t>f Dulnefs, which ferves ** the lively dunce** 
infteadof Wit and Humour, and produces that airy 
Eothrngnefs, that vivacious ftupidity, fo evident 
\n all bis publications. 

It hath, however, been difcovered by microfco- 
pigal obfervers, that a Loufe is a very loufy animal ; 
in confequence whereof, while I am thus banquet- 
ing on the North Briton, fundry lefler lice are 
preying upon me. The engineers of Grub-ftreet, 
to change the alJufion, like the garretteers in the 
ingenious new print of the ingenious Mr. Hogarth, 
are daily fquirting upon me: to all thefe, as well 
as to the Arch-Enemy, I dppoft nothing but Con- 
tempts I indulge myfclf in a warrantable pride, 
and the virtuous confcioufnefs of my own fuperi- 
ority. I exert all my adroitnefs and dexterity to 
turn their own arms againft them, and they have 
at length intruded me, as Charles the Twelfth did 

the 
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the Ruffians, to be their conqueror. Complaining 
eternally of the lamentable dulnefs and fcurrility 
of factious fcribblers, I ftop the tide of political 
llander, and open afterwards at pleafure the fources 
for my own ufe and benefit, I filence with a tone 
of authority, the clamours of the makontent againft 
a noble Lord and his coadjutors in employment; 
ahd then 1 immediately raife my voice to its higheft 
pitch, and cry out luftiiy againft the Grand Pea- 
fioner and Lord Gawkee. I reprobate the bold 
prafiice of licentioufly print^ing names at full lengthy 
without fo much as modeftly embowelling, or rather 
£7JtvowMtt^ inexxiy or pleafantly holding their own- 
ers in greater derifion, by a contemptuous altera* 
Cion of them ; after which doftrine, the next pa- 
ragraph in my Aylefbury Journal, recites the names 
of Wilkes and Churchill, and feveral others with- 
out the leaft difguife, while poor Hodges and 
fieardmore, and Charles Say, run glibly into ahnoft 
every fentence. 

Contempt then, fovereign contempt, is plainly 
the beft weapon, offenfive or dcfenfive, in the 
hands of a writer of controverfy. And what ob- 
jeSs can be more worthy to excite that paffion, 
than thofe on which I have exercifed my own f 

What 
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\Vhat is Lord Gawkce ? that noun-adjeSive Lord^ 
joining his falfe confequence, like an idle epithet, 
to that proud fubftantive, the Grand Penfioner ? 
His Temple of Worthies, the colleftion of Wor* 
thies of St©we-Temple, is not, I am told, yet 
complete. Let him fill the vacant nicbts with his 
friends ! Xet him put up his own buft ! and by 

way of fupporters> let him place Colonel Catiline 
on one hand, and his Reverend Co-adjutor on the 
other! What is the Grand Pcnfioner? that fold 
Have for ever bellowing about liberty ; that hireling 
who receives his regular wages, without doing 
the fervice for which he is paid. I may perhaps 
fome time or other, by the affiftance of Cocker's 
Arithmetick, ihew my knowledge in fradions, and 
ilrike the balance between him and the nation. Such 
a political ledger may perhaps prove that he is in* 
debted to the Publick for more than three thoufand 
per ann, and their gold boxes. What are the city 
of London i Atnoh^ a foolifli crew with furs and 
chains huzzaing their idol, their king in ftilts, as 
Mr. Hogarth has pi£tured him, in vain endeavouring 
tofet the world on fire, and holding the bellows to 
blow the dead coal of fedition. They fay, I ant 
an advocate for Ariftocracy. I luve turned over 

Sidney 
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Sidney and Puffendorf, and fifty other writers in 
the courfe of my little heading, and find no form 
of government fo dangerous as a Mobocracy. Thei 
clenched fids are indeed the patriot arms of fuch a 
ftate : their only law is club law ^ and their chief 
logick is the jtrgumentum Baculinuniy which is with 
them the knock down argument* Such is thecuflom 
of the city of London. What are all the political 
writers of the prefent times, except the Briton and 
myfelfl The fcum of Grub-ftreet, the dregs of 
the church, and the refufe of the legiflature. I 
have convi6led the apoftate Monitor, as well as his 
patron, the Grand Penfioner, of political tergi* 
verfation. I have put to rebuke the petulant flip« 
pancy of the North Briton, and have proved him 
t9 be a haberdafher of fmall literature, the pub* 
liflier of a Chronique Scandaleufij the condudor of 
a weekly libel. The reverend half of him 1 have 
ihewn to be a mere Oldmixon in politicks, diving 
among the Naiads of Fleet-ditch, in the mud of 
Scurrility. The othir half of him, half military 
and half legiflative, I have fhown to be a down« 
right Catiline, hatching a confpiracy or aflaffina-^ 
tion plot againft the chara<^ers of the firft perfons 
in the kingdom, and like Lord Shaftefbury in 
Hudibras, 5 
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Sopoliticky as if one eye 

Upan the otter wereafpy ; 

That to trapan the one to think ^ 

^e other blind^ bothjlrovc to blink. 

Sometimes I content myfelf with calling hini 
coatcatftMOufiy, an impudent fellow }^ and fometimes 
I find that he wrote his paper when exceedingly 
drtmiy and therefore I difdain to give him a fober 
reply*. Contempt is the only tribute proper to be 
|iaid by men of veracity and honour, to wretches 
of their chara£ter; bafe flanderers who have reviled 
and ftill continue to revile, all orders of men, the 
Commonalty^ the Lords Spiritual and Temporal » 
the Royal Family, and Me. 

tr It * * % tt * 

Ifball add nothing, Mr. Baldwin, to this long 
eflay, which I am quite fatigued with tranfcribing, 
though perhaps you may hear from me once more on 
this fubje£l, when I fhall fend you a Catalogue, 
tirhich may ferve as a corollary to this (hort view of 
the prefentftate of politicks in Great-Britain. 

Yours, as before, 

RHAPSODISTA. 
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To the Printer of the St. Jambs's CHRoNieLE. 



CkETJ, an CARBONE notandi. Hot. 



Crayon^ in pureft Chalk, or etchM 

From a rough draught in Charcoal fketcliM* 

SMurday^ Feb, 191 xySj* 

Mr. Baidwih, ' 

THE following Columns cbiitain nothing 
more than two feparate lifts of the celebrated^ 
perfonages, who have at any time been honoured 
with notice, by the Auditor or North Britok. 
Thefe' lifts I know muft neceiTarily be imperfect, 
becaufe they are taken down merely upon niemory ; 
ahd becaufe fuch keen Satirifts c^not fo grofsly 
have mifpent their time, as to have lafhed fo few 
l^eople; yet I have been the lefs curious to render 
ihefe lifts complete, becaufe I know that the 
Writers in queftion are fuch ftirring fpirits, that 
they will each be continually fwelUng their feve« 
ral catalogues, for which reafon I have contented 
myfelf with leaving certain vacant fpaces, for the 
infertion of fuch names already diftinguifhed as 
1 muft without doubt have omitted, or to be filled 
up as time Ihall ferve, and the Auditor or North - 
Briton, fhall hereafter pleafe to direct. 
Vol. !!• D Let 
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Letus, however^ do juftice to the candour^ ^9^' 
well as acrimony of our Political Writers. They, 
deal in Panegyrick^ as well as Satire. If they, 
throw. dirt with the fcavenger's fhovel, they alfa 
lay on Praife with a trowel. Every modern con* 
troverfial writer in Politicks fits down with Enco- 
mium on the right, and Obloquy on the left, likc^ 
Jupiter between the tubs of Good and Evil ; or ta 
lower my fimil^^ like brother Pamphlet in the Up«< 
holfterer with white-wafii in one hand and black* 
ball in tiie other. All their charaders, or rather 
caricatures, may be confidered as the Roughs 
Draughts of the mailers in the modern fchool of 
crayons, vfho fometimes draw in Chalk, but moft 
commonly in Charcoal. It was my firft intention 
to have given both the Chalk and Charcoal Por<- 

traits of each of the great mafters in queftion;. 
but r foon reileded that I might fave that trouble, 
by defiring your readers to take- it for a general rule, 
that fuch as are b^lackened in the North Britok 
are, by ASt of Grace,wbite-waihed in the Auditor^ 
and fo viceverJS. Every great chara£ler, like a poft 
or a wainfcot, is deftined to be painted, in dif- 
ferent colours, at leaft twice over: and in this 
various light, we may at pleafure, confider the 
Two Following Columnseither as the two principal 
pillars of the Temple of Slander, or the two tables 

S . ia 
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in the Temple of Fame. As we are now, how* 
ever, at tbe very opening of Lent, I would have 
the noble lords and gentlemen, Whofe names ap- 
pear in thefe Itfts^ to regard the perufal of them) 
as an zA of humiliation stnd mortification ; and to 
remember that they have been told their own by 
the great waiters, under whofe awefttl names they 
are here arranged. 

It muft, however, be premtfed, as our fixt opi« 
nion, that the Auditor is by far the moft refpe£bble 
charafler, and the inoll polite and learned writer 
of the two. The North Briton founded the 
Nether Trump of Fame at the very firft onfet, and 
furiouily charged the Scoti and the Miniftry at 
once. The Auditor fet out with profei&ons of 
moderation and impartiality: he did not feek for 
Defamation, but it lay in his wayj and he found it : 
mark his candid declarations iri his firft number I 
•• The malevolent are not to exped to be gratified 
<^ with Slander, the illiberal with Scurrility, or 
•« the inconfiderate with Buffoonery. Ingredients 
^* like thefe can have no admifiion into a paper, 
^^ which is undertaken upon principles laudable in 
^^ themfelves; which is intended to reconcile the 
^^ minds of men to their own good, and to one 
^^ another ^ to refute or laugh out of counter 

Da •• nance 
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^^ nance all party-diftlnftions ; to extihguifh na<^ 
<* tional prejudices, and to recommend that fpirit 
/< of concord, which alone can make us a fuecefs- 
^* ful and preferve us an happy people. In fhort 
^< it is intended in thecondud of this plan^ to try 
^* whether it is poffible to talk Politicks with tem-f 
*< per; to delineate chara6):ers with Decency; to 
^< treat of factions with Good Humour ; and to lovQ 
^< our Country without hating Individuals.'' Here 
are mild words; and yet in the fecond number, he 
ferves up no lefs than fix or feven individuals, and 
fome of them no inconfiderable perfonages neither: 
and yet even this trifling inconfiftency may be ac- 
counted for, if we recollect that the Auditor 
fcimfelf begins his ninth number with this reflexion; 
<^ It isa curfe entailed upon the retainers to defpair- 
<^ ing fa£lion, that they are not only Miferable 
.<' Men, and Wretched Writers, but they muft be 
^< Lyars into the bargain ; they muft forge Crimes 
<< to aiFright the people, they muft fcatter abroad 
.*< the words of prevarication, &c. &c/' 

AUDITOR. NORTH BRITONr 

Duke of Cumberland P. D. of W. 

Duke of Newcaftle Duke of Bedford 

Duke of DcTonlhiie 

Ead 
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AUDITOR, 
Earl Temple 
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JiOrd Barrington 

Rt. Hon. Mr. Pitt 
Rt. Hon. Mr. Legge 
Iiord Mayor of London 
Sir James Hodges, Knt: 

Town Clerk to the City 

London 

The King of Pruffia 
Author of the addreis to 
the Cocoa-Tree 

Thomas Nuttall, attorney 
Mr. Beardmore, ditto 



NORTH BRITON. 

Earl of Bute 
Earl of Loudon 
Earl of Litchfield 
Earl of Talbot 
Earl of Talbot's Hbric 
Lord Mansfield 
Lord Eglinton 

Rt. Hon. Mr. Fox 
Rt.Hon. Mr.G.Grenyillo 
Rt. Hon. Mr. Rigby 
Hon. Horace Walpole 



Sir John Philips Bartr 
Sir Francis Daihwoodj 
Bart. 

Samuel Touchet 
Samuel Martin . 



Charles Churchill Samuel Johnfon 

Charles Say John Home 

Charles Macklin^ alias David Mallet^ 4$Sa$ 
Mac-lochlin Malloch 

P 3 Pr- 
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AUDITOR^ NORTH BRITON, 



Dr. Shebbeare 
John Wilkes 
David Garrick 



Arthur Murphy 
Dr. Burton 
William Hogarth 



The Toaft-Mafter at The Poet Laureat 

Guildford 
Col. Lamb» fifhmonger 
Capt. Lamb) auctioneer 
Mr. Hoyle 
Mr. Pond 
Mr. Arthur 
Counfellor Jones 



The Monitor 
The Whigs 
The Minority 

War 



The Briton 
The Tories 
The Majority 

Againft 

Peace 



The above lifts not only (hew who have been 
the Butts of Satire to each writer, but may alfo 
with due attention to the turnings and windings in 
the, Court Calendar, ferve as unerring guide-pofts 
to point out fuch as feem to be in the high road to 
abufe from either paper. Being made acquainted 

with the Colour of the heroes of both parties, we 

know 
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!know that if a great officer of the court fliould be 
turned out, or to ufe the more courtly phrafe refigrt^ 
-the Auditor will immediately tear out the white 
leaf wherein he folatelyfan^ his praifes, and, tike 
another Peachum, fet his name down in his hla^k 
looky and call on him to exercife the full powers 
of the Chriftian virtue of refignation* We know 
too, that if a noble Member of one Houfe fhould 
call for an able Commoner to lead the*bufinefs of 
the other, theNonTH Britok will immediately open 
.his deep mouth on that leader, a^d maul a Manager 
with as great alacrity as Mr. Thady Fitzpatrick. 
,3ut as rules and precepts are never clearly en* 
•^forced, unlefs illuftrated by example I will fub- 
.mit a fmall Peep into Futurity to your readers ; and 
as I have in fome places above, ; rather made extra- 
ordinary diftindions in favour pf the AupiTOR, I 
;4hall here pay my particular compliments to the 
North Briton. We have already feen whom 
that writer has abufed (craving his pardon for the 
gro/Tnefs of the expreffion ;) and the Auditor's 
lift of Scandal {craving his pardon alfo) is a pretty 
exa£l catalogue of tjiofe, whom the North 
^JBriton has praifed. ,1 fhall now therefore, 
Mr. Baldwin, take upon me to predift, witji as 
.much fagacity as Partridge or even BickerftalF, 

P4 ' ^hora 
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I 

whom he %v!ll praife, whom he will abufe, and 
whom he may poflibly praife or abufe : and fpr the 
fulfilling thefe my predidipns I refer to time, or 
even appeal to th^ Secpnd Sight of the North 
Briton himfelf. Son\e that are ti^rned out, I 
know he will take every opportunity to praife, and 
that clafs I ihall diftinguifh by Chalk; fome th^t 
are put ill, I knpw he gannpt refift the temptatioji 
p,f difpraifing, and chat clafs I Ihall diftinguifh by 
t. Charcoal. But there are another clafs of a du« 
bious indeterminate twilight character, whofp 
condufi: will not fufFer us to fpeak precifely of 
the colour , of th^ir intentions; a kind of heteroge- 
xiepus pr amphibious animals. Hermaphrodites or 
Otters in Politicks, neither in nor out. Pro not: 
CoHy Court npr Country, \yhig npr Tory, Scotch 
norEnglifh; who are, like Sir Anthony Branyille, 
iin a State of Fluduation, and hang, li^ke Mahomet's 
coffin, in fufpence; who (eem ready to veer and 
turn, like approved weather-cocks, with every 
guft of politicks ; who ftand between jfy and j^?i, 
like th? aft of the fchoolmen between two bundles 
of hay; or like Prince Vplfcius in love, hip-bop, 
-hip-hop, one boot on, an.d the other boot' off. 
Thefe Statefmen of the neuter gender, we caa 
place in neither lifl ; and yet they feem ^o bid f^ix 
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for a place in both. Where then can we ftation 
tVefe lovers of the Golden Mean, but in the Middle? 
In the Middle therefore, upon ftilts between both, 
one foot on one lift, the other foot on the other lift, 
I have placed one Right Hon. Gentleman, as the 
grand archetype of political fcepticifm. Far be 
it from me to arraign fuch commendable Prudence 
^nd Moderation ! but as the North Briton, is 
hot fuch an admirer of impartiality, I have reafon 
%g tl^inl^, that he will not long permit this gentle^ 
man to remain in a ftate of indifferency ; he will not 
be content to fay of him JLBUS an ATER botM 
fit J nefcio! but having once brought himfelf ta 
imagine, that he has difcpvered the gentlepv^n's 
biafs, he will foon ^e induced to favour us with 
a portrait of fo diftinguiQied a perfonage cither in 
Chalk or in Charcoal. 

A Peep into FUTURITY, 

From the North Briton. 

CHALK- CHARCOAL. 

The Right Honourable Charles Townshend. 




Duke of Grafton Lord Mayor of London 

I^uke of Portland Earl of Powis 

Thomas Prowfc, Efq. Lord Grofvcnor 

Edward 
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Edward Popham^ Efq. Lord Strange 

Sir Arm. Woodhoiiiir 
Sir Cha* Mordaunt 
Wdborc talis 
James Ofwald 
Bamber Gafcoyne 
Paul Whitehead 



Ts the' Prikt£r of the St. James's Chronicle, 

♦ 

TbkrfJajf April i^^ 1764. 

SIR, 

I Remember to have feen many Letters in your 
Chronicle, and other of the Publick Papers^ 
againft the Bill for regulating Franks, which Letters 
I fuppofe were written by perfons, whofe intereft 
lor .convenience was in fome meafure Jikely to be 
aiFe£ted by the propofed regulation. I, Mr. Baldwin^ 
:with due .reverence to the Hon. Houfe I declare it^ 
am a Member of Parliament, one of thofe mem- 
bers who moft heartily concurred in paffing the 
bill : firft of all in a patriot view, being perfuaded 
it wpuld make a yearly addition of feventy thou* 
fand pounds to the revenue of the Poft-Office, 
which is now publick property % and iecondly in 

a private 
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n private lights imagining it would fave myfelf a 
great deal of trouble in Franking Letters for re- 
lations, friends, acquaintance, conftituents, &c, 
&c. But, alas, Mr. Baldwin, I find the firft of 
thefe benefits expeded to refulr from the new limi« 
tations, very uncertain, and the laft, merely 
ideal : and though I have but little of the leaven 
of oppofition in my temper, yet I now moft 
fmcerely repent of the conceffions I have made, 
and wiih that many others, as well as myfelf, had 
infifled more fteadily on the prefervation of our 
Privilege, and not have refigned it almoft entirely 
to the Clerks of the Poft-Office, who will perhaps 
be as great gainers by thefe new regulations as the 
members of both Houfes will be lofers. As to 
the i^vantage refulting to the revenue from thefe 
reftridions, I ihall leave them to be determined by 
TzQ, and Experience : and I ihall alfo fhew by 
Fa£b and woeful Experience, that the trouble 
ufually ^givea to Members of Parliament, in the 
article of Franking, inftead of being the lead 
diminifhed will be confiderably increafed. 

Confiing home from the Houfe, a few days ago, 

I found, lying on my writing-table, a large packet 

with the following fuperfcription : <• Mr. L's« 

.-<< compliments to Mr. M. and begs the favour of 

him 
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** him to Frank and DireS the inclofed covers : 
'* a dozen with the fol lowing addrefs:— To Mrs. 
« L. at Sir Hugh Llanvilly's, at Llanvilly Part, 
•* near Llanvilly, Merioneth (hire, Wales. — Half a 
** dozen — To Mr. Latitat, Attorney at Law at 
<* Bewdly, near Worcefter* — Half a dozen— To 
>* G. L. Efq. of Trinity College, Cambridge. — 
♦•A dozen — To Mr, L. himfelf, in Sackville- 
•* Street, Piccadilly, to be ufed by his fon, when 
*< he writes to him from Cambridge ; and one 
•* dozen more — To Mifs Trippit, 'at Sir William 
«* Trippit's, Grove-Park, Berk(hire, a conftant 
•* correfpondent of Mr. L*s eldeft daughter."— 
Such, Mr. Balwin, was the fubftance of this po- 
lite card, and give me leave to fay that, confider- 
ing Mr. L. is but a common acquaintance, with 
whom I fometimes take a turn in the Queen's 
walk^ or whom I now and then join in a morning's 
ride in Hyde-Park, or meet in an evening at the 
Mount cofFee-houfe, I never faw a more confum* 
mate piece of aiTurance. The cool impudence of 
it ftartled me at firft, but on recoUedion, Ide« 
termined to take no farther notice of it, than to 
order it, as we do idle papers in the Houfe, to 
lie' upon the table. 

Avery 
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A very fliort period fince has, however, con- 
Tinced me, that I am to expcfi many fuch applica-* 
tions. Several other equally thodeft perfons have 
taken occafion to hint to me, that they ihall exped 
the like favour j fome of whom are people, whom 
I by no means chufe to offend, and others are fuch 
whom I am under fome kind of neceffity to oblige.* 
My wife, Mr. Baldwin, if you are a married 
fnan, you will eafily conceive that I cannot refufe: 
all the fiddle-faddle correfpondence of my four 
daughters, my nieces, and fome other Mifles of 
their particular acquaintance, muft alfo pafs under 
my Franks and Dire£bion. As to my conftituents, 
as I reprefent the inhabitants of a moft refpedable 
city in the Weft of England, where I am brought 
in forNothing— that is, where no Bribeiy prevails, 
and it only coils me about 1 500I. in treating, &c« 
—How, I fay, Mr. Baldwin, can 1 forbear to 
comply with the demands of my conftituents? 

Some of my friends, to avoid the trouble of 

writing their names over and over, provided them* 

felves formerly with a flatnp } but if they could 

not away with the fingle trouble Of Franking, how 

will they digeft the additional one of Direding f 

Another inconvenience is, that when the. Frank 

and Addrefs are both in one hand, the inclofed 

letter 
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letter muft alfo naturally be fuppofed to come 
from the fame perfon. It is eafy to conceive 
fituations wherein this circumftance muft be par- 
ticularly difagreeable, cfpecially to grave old. 
gentlemen, like myfclf j whereas before^ all letters, 
however direded, pafled without the leaft imputa-t . 
tion on the charaders of the lords or gentlemen, 
who franked them* I have known a letter to 
Grub-Street pafs, without aftoniihment, under 
the fanftionof the Earl ofChefterficld; and have 
feen a cover franked by an Archbifhop, filled up, 
without fcandalifing even the poft«man, with a 
direfiion to Haddock's Bagnio. 

Such, and many more, are the inconveniencies 
likely to arife on this occafion to members of par* 
liament. But ^e have brought them on ourfelves, 
and muft take them for our pains. For my part, 
my chief concern is the trouble, which I flxall en- 
deavour to fave by all the means I am able to devife, 
or which you, Mr. B. or any of the ingenious 
correfpondents in yourChronicle are able to fuggeft* 
My prefent intention is, to fend to the fellow 
. whom we committed toNewgate for forging Franks, 
and who will necefiarily be enlarged at the rifing 

of the parliament, offering to take him into pay, in 

cafe 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 47 

cafe lie wants employment, and promifing to re- 
commend him to feveral lords and gentlemen of 
my acquaintaxice* 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant^ 

DQvet'firiit. L. M« 



To the Printer, of the St. James's Chronicle! 

Satutdmy, April %%t 1764* 

SIR, 

I Have feen in your paper, the preface to Poems 
by a Journeyman Shoemaker, and have^ alfb 
peruied feveral of the Poems themfelves with a 
lingular pleafure, though I muft own with much 
lefs furprife than the generality of his readers. 
That Stephen Duck, the threlher, ^{hould leave the 
barn for the garret ; or that Jones, the bricklayer, 
ihould attempt to Build the Lofty Rhime, were 
indeed circumftances fomawhat extraordinary | 
unlefs the firft had been contented merely to wield 
the Flail of Satire, and the laft, to ufe the 1 rowel 
of Panegyrick, neither of which were the cafe: 

iBut that James Woodhoufei the journeyman 

4 iShoemaker, 
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Shoemaker, fhould, as the preface tells us, ^< fit at his 
^* work with a pen and ink by him, and when he 
*< has made a couplet write it down on his knee." 
is not, I think, altogether fo miraculous as the other 
two inftances, iince there always appeared to me to 
be a very ftridl analogy between Verfe-making and 
Shoe- making. Almoft every Crifpin fings at his 
work ; why may not our Crifpinus alfo compofe ? 
He may furely, by no unnatural afTociation of 
ideas, think at one and the fame time of the Feet 
of his Verfes and the Feet of his Cuftomers j or 
Hammer out a line, while he is Hammering out the 
fole of a fhoe« It is eafy alfo for him to adapt his 
poetical exercifes to the various circumftances of his 
Sandalian Employments. He may turn his mind to 
familiar comick fubje£ls, privatis i^ prope Socco car^ 
minibus^ while he is manually operating on a pair of 
leathern focks: and he may with the fame kind 
of fympathy between head and hand, rife to all 
the heights of the tragick fublime, Carmina digna 
Cothurno^ while he is making a pair of bufkins, which 
you know, Mr. Baldwin, are now very much in 
fafhion. If our author's ambition infpires him to6 
foon to Epick, and to fing with Homer {mmtfuiai 
*Ax:«»y) ^^^ welUbooted Grecians^ he may wor'k 
on boots. He would, I doubt not, difpatch 

a book 
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a book, with every pair ; cfpecially if he throws 
in a pair or two of (hoes, now and then, as he 
goes along, by way of Epifode. Pindarick Odes^ 
which are often on Equefirian fubjefts, may be 
difpatched with Spatterdafhes j light airy Verfes, 
with Pumps; and all eafy, carelefs. Gentleman- 
like Compofitions with Slippers, 

Scholars, Mr. Baldwin, who w^t to engrofs 
all the provinces of literature, do not care that 
any body (hould write but themfelves ; and though 
the Mufes themfelves are females, yet If a lady 
makes verfes they are arrogant enough to bid her 
learn to make a pudding. Verfe-making is in the 
prefent age, generally fpeaking, as mechanical as 
Shoe-making. Why then fhould not a poor me« 
chanick fhew his induflry both ways, efpecially 
a Shoe-maker, whofe profeiSon as I have endea- 
voured to fliew, is fo confiftent with that of a 
Poet, and who can write verfes without negledting 
his other buiinefs, or rendering himfelf liable ta 
^ the cenfure contained in the old adage of ne futor 
ultra crepidam! • 

I am, Sir^ 

Your moft iiumble fervant^ 

CRIJPINUS SCWBLEROS 
VdJL, II, E 2V 
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To tbt Printer rf thg St. James's Chronicle. 

Stturday, Julj 7, 1764^ 

& I R^ 

YN a note to one of M, D'Eon's famous letters, 
^ written from London, to the Duke of Niver- 
aois is the following remarkable pafTage: 

^^ After the earthquakes which happened here 
<* in 175O9 a Lifeguard Man took it into his head ta 
<< foretell a third, which was to overthrow London* 
*' He called himfelf infpired, and with an enthu- 
*< fiaflical air fixed the day, the hour, and the mi- 
^' nute. London being already in a confternation 
<< at the remembrance of two Ihocks, at the 
<* exad diftance of a month from each other, and 
<< ftill more terriiied at the expe£led approach of 
*^ a third more terrible earthquake, which the en- 
^* thufiaftical foldier had annpunced for the 5th of 
•* April, the Town fhewed itfelf fufceptible of 
*< all kinds of iftipreffipns. More than 50,000 
^< inhabitants on the faith of this oracle, had that 
<< day beuken themfelves to flight. Thie greater 
<< part of thofe whom the arguments or railleries of 
« their friends had detained, waited with trembling 

^ the critical inftant, and ihowed no kind of coue- 

♦« rage 
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f * ra^ till it was over. When the day arrired, 
** the prophecy, like moft other predidioAs, wa» 
*< not accomplifhed ; the falfe Samuel was fent 
*< fomewhat too late to Bedlam, and the heads of 
^' thefe fierce iflanders, fo wife and fo philofophi'^ 
^* cal, were not proof againft the prophecy of a 
** madman/' 

Such, Mr. Baldwin, are the pidures, which 
Frenchmen who come among us, frequently draw 
of our nation. Taking a hearfay ftory for h6tp 
and paffing off mifreprefentations for truth, they 
pretend to decide from thence, on the manners 
and charader of the people, commonly founding 
their opinions on vague reports, idle pamphlets and 
papers, rather than on their own obfervations on 
real life. Thus the ftory of the Bottle-Conjurer, 
firft ridiculed in pamphlets at home, gave us among 
foreigners the charader of a credulous people ^ 
and Bielfield mentions it in his letters as an inftanc* 
of our rage for Spectacles : as if the whole town 
had been crammed into the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarket ; and as if every body, there prefent 
on that occafion, really expeded to fee a man get 
into a Quart Bottle. This is the opinion that 
ibreigners generally entertain of that affair s and 

Ez in 
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m coinpHment to their own^wifdom they concluder 
that the Engliflr are Fools^ 

The {uhjtSt of M. D'Eon's note gives them aIfo» 
as they ims^me^ aaotber fpecimen of oar charac- 
t&rs', and M. D'Eon himfelf having, I fuppofe, 
piclced up this, ftory among other table-talk, fince 
his arrival in England, puts it into French, and 
flourifbes away upon it mod triumphantly.' But 
did M. D'on fee the 50,000 who ran out of town { 
No. Was he in London? No. In England? 
No. But, he has heard that a lifeguardman fore- 
told a third earthquake, and that fome weak people 
were frightened at it, Thefe he calls the Town^ 
and multiplies them into fifty thoufand emigrants^ 
and lays on the remaining thoufands, no other 
reflraint than fhaoie and the fear of ridicule. It is 
cafy for a lively Frenchman, to draw the fevereft 
conclufions from fuch &lfe premifes. But let me 
aik h^m, where is that wife and philofophical me- 
tropolis, among which there are no weak perfons i 
and are they the proper perfons to fi,t for the true 
portrait of a nation ? Suppofe exa£tly the famecir* 
cumftances had happened at Paris, would not the 
Bois de Boulogne have been as full of coaches as 
Hyde-Park was on that occafion? Would it be 

candid in an Engliihman reflding at Paris fourteea 

years 
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^ars after not only to multiply 500 to 50,000) but 
to throw alfe the fame ridicule, which they had 
<drawn OB themfelves, on all the reft of the town! 
And yet would it not be very eafy for fuch an 
Englifliman to give himfelf an infolent air, and 
to fay ** The faith of this bigotted nation wat 
** pinned on a furophecy, perhaps not half fo ridi^ 
*< culous as many other articles of their belief: 
*^ and volatile und^ftandings, like chaiF before the 
^* wind, were blown to «nd fro by the breath of a 
** madman." 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

F. 0« 



To the Printeh of tht St. James's Ch&ovicliu 

Tuefday, 03* 3P» 1764. 

Mr. Baldwin, 

WE Two, who have now determined to become 
your joint correfpondents, and like the 
two hands to pull together on this occafion, al- 
though like them. We are always on different 
fides 5 We, Sir, We fay, and Our anceftors, have 
been fncmbeirs of parliament time out of mind; 

E 3 We 
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We, as well as Our refpeflive predeceflbrs, have, 

it is true, very often changed Our fides, but then 

like partners in a country dance. We have each 

of us crojftd over and now and then in cafe of a 

coalition of parties, joined hands^ for the fake of 

figuring in. We are in general not a very talkative 

family, delighting chiefly in monofyllables; and 

thinking a Yford from the wife, as well as a word t§ 

the wife, fully Sufficient. The truth is, We are 

]ike fheep, a gregarious kind of animal, and if 

one leaps over a hedge or into a ditch, all the reft 

follow; but though We have little or no caufe,, 

at leaft no oftenfible one, for Our conduct; yet 

We think ourfelves infinitely obliged to thofe 

ingenious gentlemen, who, after all is over, are 

fo kind as to affign a plaufible reafon for what We 

have done. The principal end of this letter, 

^lierefore, Mr* Baldwin, is to return thanks in 

both Our names, to all political writers Pro and 

Con J AuBiTOR and North Brixok, Defenders 

of Minority or Majority, for taking the trouble 

to inveftigatp the motives of Our parliamentary 

behaviour, and enabling Us to defend Our feveral 

caufes with arguments We never heard, nor ever 

thought of before. We are both prepared to enter 

the fceoe of biiQpefs again> foon after Cbrlftnias, 

Wc 
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We know Our cues, %nd Oar parts are but ihort 5 
but when We have performed them. We fliall be 
obliged- to thofe gentlemen who will again under- 
take to Ihew that We feemed to follow nature, and 
thkt they could not perceive that We were moved 
Jike Puppets ; or like live^adors, flood in need of « 
Pxompter. We are. Sir, andWearenotj 

Your humble fervants 

AY AND NO. 



^-« 



To the VK^uTEKef tbeSr. James's Chronicle. 

Thurfiajf^ No9,%^, Z764* 

INTELLIGENCE JEXTRAORJ5INARY. 

Druty^'T AST night was performed at 'this 
f^anf. A-/ theatre, for the firft time, a new 
comick opera, called the Capricious Lovers, written 
by Mr. Lloyd^ ;^nd founded, as the author informs 
us, on a French pie/ce of Moniieur Favart^ 
called Les Capriasji^ Amour \ ^«, Ninette a la Cow. 
Being no great admirers of Operas, ferious, or 
comick, we cannot help faying that we think 
Mr« Robert Lloyd deferves much cenfure on ^is 
^cailon^ for thefe two reafonsi fiifft for Unking 

E4 hia 
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his theatrical l^eurs with Aqfe of a coaipofer; 
an^ fecofldly for entering the field of Opera with 
the amofi of Senfe and Poetry. There are charms 
eoemgh in this piece tofeduce us into a liking of 
this Species of the Drama ; and Mr. Lloyd is un- 
warily facriiicing to a Caftrato Apollo, inftead of 
that manly rigorous God of Poetry for whom he 
and his lamented friend Churchill have always pro- 
. feffedfofincerean adoration. And yet after all, Mr. 
Lloyd has entirely miftaken the matter, in writing 
elegant words in wder to be adapted to mufick ; 
for it is a fa£l founded on experience that nothing 
is fo harmonious as nonfenfe ; as a recent proof of 
which maxim we will venture to fay, that Mr. 
Rufh's compofition in the ferious Opera of the 
Royal Shepherd, in which Opera there was fcarcc 
one line of fenfe, was infinitely fuperior to his 
mufical labours in the Capricious Lovers : in which 
laft entertainment we affigned to the author the 
firft place; to the performers, who were moft ex- 
cellent, the fecond; and to the compofer, but not 
without an interval betwixt them, the third. Not 
that we mean to depreciate the talents of Mr. Ruih, 
or that we do not readily allow his having exerted 
them in the compofition of fcveral elegant airs 
in this Opera, but merely to obfcrvethat (perhaps' 

for 
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for want of ufe^ fenfe is not fa pliant under his 
hands as Qonfenfe, and chat he Iavi(bed much ex- 
cellent mufick, on many a melodious For^ or Thi^ 
or Andy in the Royal Shepherd laft year, which 
would have been better beftowed, had he referved 
it for the excellent poetry of the airs in this Opera. 
— The dialogue alfo has much merit, as well ^s 
the airS) for which the author is partly indebted 
to the .original French ; though we cannot but 
obferve that much of the part of Lifetta, and all 
tte comick fcenes between Hobbinol and Damon, 
together with their lively appearance in the cata- 
ftrophe, with all which circumftances the audience 
were fo highly entertained, are entirely new. — The 
performers did great juftice to their charafters. 
It would be great injuftice not to confefs the me- 
rit and uncommon excellence of Mrs. Clive, Mr. 
Yates, and Mr. Vernon. Indeed the execution of 
the whole Opera afforded us much entertaixunent, 
and we liked it but too welK 

In order to give our country readers a fpecimcn 
of the words, we fhall fubjoin two fongs, though 
indeed they may rather be. called elegant little 
poems, than mere' airs in the Opera. There are 
feveral others of equal merit. 

AIR 
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A I B V. 

When the bead of poor TamRiaa was broke 
By Roger who play 'd at the wake. 
And Kate was alarm'd at the ftroke 
And wept foT poor.Tummas's fake; 
When his worfhip gave noggins of ale. 
And the liquor was charming and flout, 
O thofe were the times to regale. 
And we footed it rarely about. 

Then oar partners were buxom as Does, 
And we all were as happy as kings. 
Each lad in his holiday cloaths. 
And the laiTes in all their beft things. 
What merriment all the day long I 
May the feaft of our Colin prove fuch ! 
Odzooks but I'll join in the fong> 
And I'll hobble about with my crutch* 

AIR XVII. 

For various purpofe ferves the fan. 

As thus a decent blind. 

Between the fticks to peep at man. 
Nor yet betray your mind. 

Each a6tion has a meaning plain; 
Refentment's in the/naf; 
hfiirt exprefTes ftrong difdain, 
Confent a gentle tap* 



All 
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AH paffions will the fan difclofe, 
AH modes of female art. 
And to advantage fweetly (tkcws. 
The hand, if not the heart. 

*Tis folly's fccpter firft dcfign'd 
By love's capricious boy. 
Who knows how lightly all mankind 
Are govem'd by a tojr. 



Tc the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle* 

TburfJay^ 03, lo, 1765. 

Notes o«ii^ Preface /^ Mr. Johnfon's Edition of 
Shakefpeare (publijhed this morning.) 

JOHNSON'S Shakefpeare! publifhed ! when? 
this morning— what at laft !— vi^ tandem^ 'egad I 
he has obferved Horace's rule of nonum in annum. 
Keep the Piece nine years, as Pope fays — ^I know 
a friend of mine that fubfcribed in fifty-(ix»-&c. 
&c. &c. 

Sucfap perhaps is the language of fome little wit- 
ling, who thinks his fatirical fallies extremely 
poignant and fevere; but the appearance of any 
production of Mr. Johnfon cannot fail of being 
grateful to the literary world j and, come when 

they 
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they will, like an agreeable gucft, we are fore to 
give them a hearty welcome, though perhaps we 
may have betrayed fome little impatience at their 
not coming fooner. Norbave the publick in general 
been deceived. None but fubfcribers have a right 
to complain: and they I fuppofe, in general, meant 
to fhow their refpeft for Mr. Johnfon, rather than 
to give themfelves a title of becoming clainorOus 
creditors. 

But granting our editor to be naturally indolent— 
and naturally indolent we believe him to be — we 
cannot help wondering at the number, vaftnefs, 
and excellence of his produ£lion$. A Didionary 
of our language; aferiesof admirable elTays in the 
Rambler, as well as, if we are not mifinformed, 
feveral excellent ones in the Adventurer; «an edition 
of Shakefpeare; befides fome lefs confiderable 
works, all in the fpace of no very great number 
of years ! and all thefe the produdlions of a mere 
Idler ! Wc could wifli there were a few more of fuch 
indolent men in thefe kingdoms. 

Of the general merit of this new edition of 
Shakefpeare we cannot now be cxpedted to give any 
account. It was publifhed but this morning, but 
itf we obtained a fight of the editor's valuable pre- 
face a few days ago, we (ball now oblige our rea- 
ders 



\ 
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ders with a few cxtrads from it, together with 
fome remarks which we have taken the liberty Co 
fubjoin; for the freedom of which we make no 
apology, as Mr. Johnfon need not now be told, 
that notwithftanding *' the tendernefs due to living 
** reputation and veneration to genius and learning, 
*^ he cannot be juftly offended at that liberty, of 
<^ which he has himfelf fo frequently given aa 
** example." 

After (bme introductory matter concerning the 
degree of merit, which we may fuppofe to be 
ftamped on works by the fuffrage of antiquity, the 
Writer proceeds thus : 

<^ Shakespearb is above all writers, at leaft 
above all modem writers, the Poet of Nature: the 
Poet that holds up to his readers a faithful Mirrour 
of Manners and of Life. His charaders are not mo- 
dified by the cuftoms of particular places, un« 
praftifed by the reft of the worlds by the pecu- 
liarities of ftudies or profei&ons, which can ope- 
rate but upon fkiall numbers ; or by the accidents 
of tranfient faihions or temporary opinions : they 
are the genuine progeny of common humanity, 
fuch as the world will always fupply, and obferva- 
tion will always find. His perfons ad and fpeak 
by the influence of thofe general pai&ons and prin- 
ciples 
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ciples by which all minds areagitated, and the whole 
fyftem of life is continued in motion. In the 
writings of other poets a charader is too often an 
individual ; in thofe of Shakefpeare it is commonly 
a fpecics." 

Having given Tome further illuftration of this 
argument, the editor proceeds in the following 
terms: 

^* His adherence to general nature has expofed 
him to the Cenfure of Criticks, who form their 
judgments upon narrower principles. Dennis and 
Kbymer think his Romans not fufficiently Roman; 
and Voltaire cenfures his Kings as not completely 
Royal. Dennis is offended, that Menenius, a 
Senator of Rome, fliould play the buffoon ; and 
Voltaire perhaps, thinks decency violated when 
the Danifh ufurper is reprefented as a drunkards 
But Shakefpeare always makes nature predominant 
over accident; and if he preferves the eflential 
charader, is not very careful of diftinfiions fuper- 
induced and adventitious. His ftory requires Ro- 
mans or Kings, but bethinks only on Men. ' He 
knew that Rome, like evqry other city, had men 
of all difpofitions : and[ wanting a buffoon, he went 
into the Senate Houfe for that which the Senate 
Houfe would certainly have afforded hjm» 

He 
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** He was inclined to fhew an ufurper, and a mur-' 
derer^ not only odious but defpicable, he therefore 
added drunkennefs to his other qualities, knowing 
that Kings love wine, like other men, and that 
wine exerts its natural power upon Kings. Thefe 
are the petty cavils of petty minds ; a poet over* 
looks the cafual diftin£tion of country and con-* 
dition, as a painter, fetisfied with the figure, ne* 
gleds the drapery/* 

Has not Mr. Johnfon here made too liberal 

a conceffion to Dennis? and on an examination 
of the play of Coriolanus, would it not appear 
that the chara£ter of Menenius, though marked 
with the peculiarities of an hearty old gentleman, 
is by no means that of a buffoon ? Many have 
defended Polonius, who is much le(s refpe^^able 
than Menenius. 

The editor then enters into a very fenfible and 
fpirited vindication of the mingled drama of Shake- 
fpeare, and the interchange of ferious and comick 
fcenes in the fame play. His reflexions on this 
fubjed he clofes in the following terms : 

*' When Shakefpeare's plan is underftood, moft 

of the criticifms of Rhymer and Voltaire vanifli 

away. Yhe play of Hamlet is opened, without 

impropriety, by two Centinels-^ lago bellows at 

Brabantio's window^ without injury to the fcheme 

of 
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of the play, though in terms which a modern au- 
dience would not eafify endure f the charaSer of 
Polonius is feafonable and ufeful ; and the Grave 
Diggers themfelves may be beard with applaufe. 

** Shakefpeare engaged in Dramatick Poetry with 
the world open before him ; the rules of the an- 
cients were yet known to few 5 the publickjudg- 
client was unformed ; he had no example of fuch 
fame as might force him upon imitation, nor cri- 
ticks of Tuch authority as might reftrain his extra- 
vagance : He therefore indulged his natural difpo- 
fition, and his difpofition, as Rhymer has remarked, 
kd him to Comedy. In Tragedy he often writes 
with great appearance^ of toil and fiudy^ what is 
written at \ajl with little facility \ but in his comick 
fcenes, he feems to produce without labour, what 
no labour can improve. In Tragedy he is always 
ftruggling after fome occafion to be comick, but 
in Comedy he feems to repofe, or to luxuriate, as 
in a mode of thinking congenial to his nature. In 
histragick fcenes there is always fomething want- 

_ r 

ing,* but his Comedy often furpafles expeflation or 

defire. His Comedy pleafes by the thoughts 

and the language, and his Tragedy for the greater 

part by incident and aftion. His Tragedy feems to 

be (kill, his comedy inftinft.'* 

4 This 
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This opinion in which Mr. J, concurs with 
the Arch Zoilus of our author, is however very 
difputable; and we cannot help thinking that 
what is faid in this place, as well as what is after- 
wards thrown out on this head, in fpeakingof 
his faults, is infinitely too firong. A good com- 
meot on parts of Othello, Hamlet, Lear, Mac- 
beth, and other tragick fcenes of Shakefpeare^ 
or perhaps a mere perufal of them, would be 
the beft method of confuting thefe aflertions. 



To the Printer cf the St. James's Chronicle. 

Saturdaji 0&, 12, 1763* 

Notes en thi Preface u Mr« Johnfon's Edition 

of Shakefpeare continued. 

^'TN his comick fcenes he is feldom very fuccefs- 
-*• ful, when he engages his charadlers in 
Reciprocations of Smartnefs and Contefts of 
Sarcafm j" 

Anglice^ Repartee. Dryden in one of his pre- 
faces calls it •* a Quick Chace of Witi" but fo 
many writers, fo many ftyles ! 

Vol. TI. F «« But 
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'* But the admirers of this great poet hare mod 
reafon to complain, when he approaches neareft 
to his higheft excellence, and feems fully refolved 
to fink them into dejedion and mollify them with 
tender emotions by the Fall of Greatnefs, the Dan- 
ger of Innocence, or the Croflesbf Love," 

Does Mr. J, mean to refer his readers to the 
Fall of Wolfey, the Diftreffcs of Lear, the Mur- 
ders of Duncan and Dcfdemona^ &c« &c. or was 
bis mind wholly occupied by fome quibbling fcenes 
in Romeo and Juliet, and the Midfummer's Night's 
Dream ? 

" A quibWe wa? tp hin^k the fatal Cleopatr^^ fcr 
which he loft the world, and was content to 
lofe it .*' 

ii^ npt Mr- J. b^^ as ^MlpAIy fQf>d q( vi,K\tn 

ing upoxi Quibl^le,^ as Shak^i^^^ ki perfuing it ? 
aqd is not his laboured paragraph upon qvJbbM 
:|^ pu.ci:U^ a§ a ^ejnn^nt of a fchopl-boy's Recla- 
mation ? Sefi|]cs^ was it 09t a. vice coix^moq to 
all the writers of that age ? 

*< Fgtpiliar Comedy is often more powerful on 
the Tbea^e^ tb^n in the pag^ i Imperial T^^agjedy i% 
always lefs." 

Imperial Tragedy, fuch at leaft as is attended 

yjfiih U^efe effeds, is of iill others the coKjcft ; ^d 

that 
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tkat Tragick Writer ka but very ill effeaed tht 
purpofissof tiKit fpeciea of Drani»» whofe produce 
tfons we more poverfiil in the Page^ than on 
the Thettre. Cato, perha^ mtj pofiefs mors 
dignitf toot fsmte. m the dofet % but we kaoW 
tfaar Rkhaf d^ Lear^ Othello^ &c hava moft power 
e» the ftage« 
<^ Thofe whom my arguments cannot perfuade 
f tagive thek approbation to the judgjunent of Shake- 

Ipeaf c^ wiU ea&Iyi if they conilder the condition of 
his life^ oisike fome allMtance for his ignorance.'* 

Thexiris much good fenfty found criticifm^ and 
fine writing in thefe obfervatipos oa the Unities ; 4nd 
it it ccttaitl^dMta ftri£fc obfenratioftof the Unities of 
l^neaod Pkeehsre not only ^ gtven more trouUt ^ 
tft the poet fUsLdm pkafure ter the Auditor^" but 
have pedHape created ae nti»iy abAirditicff as they 
have prevented : yet it were to have been wiflted^ 
that Mr. J. had ia tbis^ as in all other inftaoees^ 
rather msintasned the chaeaABf of a reafoner^ than 
iflbmed thai of a pkadefe. All Ubesties may be 
carried ta an exae&^ and. tile violatioA of theft 
Unities may be fa gcefe as ta become unp^onable. 
Sbahe^ieare himfcUF fiEeme to have been, fenfible 
of this; and therefore introdoced. the Chorus intq 

Fa Henry 
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Henry the Fifth to waft us from fliore t* 
ihore; and for the fame reafon he brings in 
the perfonage of Time in the charader of 
Chorus in the Winter's Tale, to apologife for the 
lapfe of iixteen years, the diftance between the 
fuppofed birth of Perdita, and her appearance as the 
nymph beloved by Florizel. It might have, been 
worth while therefore to have endeavoured in fome 
meafure to afcertain how far thefe Unities may 
allowably be tranfgrefTed. Such an inveftigation 
by Mr. J. would have ftill enhanced the valut 
of this excellent Preface, and muft have been 
agreeable to all readers, 

<< There has always prevailed a tradition, that 
Shakefpeare wanted learning, ths^ he had no regular 
education, nor much fkill in the dead languages. 
Jonfon his friend, affirms, that he had fmall 
Latin and no Greek." 

Mr. J. certainly quotes from memory in 
this place. The affirmation of Ben Jonfon is, 
that Shakefpeare *' Jiad fmall Latin, and lefs 
Greek,'' which implies his having fome ihare of 
both. Even in our times, a man who has 
fome Greek, has commonly a pretty competent 
knowledge of Latin. 

" Such 
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^ Siich verfe we make when we are writing 
profe; we make fuch verfe in common conver* 
fation." 

It is remarkable that Dennis, though perhaps 
undeiignedly, has. here exemplified his own ob* 
fervation. 



To th pRiNTBR of the St. James's Chronicle. 

T^burfday^ Nov, 7, X765, 

SIR, 

T Have Teen and read the Remarks which you 
-*• were pleafed to fubjoin to the I^xtrads from 
Mr. Johnfon's Preface to his Edition of Shake* 
fpeare, and hope that the fame Remarker^ having 
concluded his comments on the Preface, will 
proceed to examine the work itfelf. In the 
mean time, if the following obfervations on fome 
of our new editor-s notes, on the play of Henry 
the Fifth, appear to be worth your notice, you are 
welcome to publifh them in your Chronicle. I had 
n9 particulap reafon for Angling out this play : but 
when my books, for which I had long fince fub- 
fcribed, came home, the fourth volume happened 
t* be the jBirft that I cut open, and Harry V. the 

F 3 firft 
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Srft play that I pcfufod* Hei!tafi)a% pedbps, if 
fone abler critick does not taloe the taflc out pf » j 
hands, I may fend you my obfervations ot\ ibafif 
echecs. 

F I It S T. 

For 'tis your thoughts that now muft deck eor Einga^ 
Carry them here and there* 

«< We fliould (fays Mr. J.) read King for Kings. 
The prologue relates only to this play. The mlfi- 
take was made by referring Them to Kings which 
belongs to Thoughts.** 

Npc to mention theharflineis of referring Ti^ to 
Tboughu inftead of Kings^ to which it naturally a^id 
obvjouHy belongs. Kings is proper in relation only 
IP this play* The K^ings of France and England 
^r^ thofe here intended by Sbakefpeare, who fays 
ill th? fame fpirit but a few lines before^ 

Sappofe* withiA the girdle of i^k w^is^ 
Are now eonftn'd tw9 nugktj^ mnm^hmt 

SECOND. 

Hugh Capet alfo> who ufurp'd the crown ' 
Of Charles the Duke of Lorrain, fole heir male 
Of the true line and ftock of Charles the Great| 
To fine his title v/ith fome ittews of truth. 
Though in pure truth it was corrupt, &c, 

7, This 
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This is the readihf erf the otd Quarto ; and Dr. W. 
very f^roperiy explmilEis, ^^ to fine his title^" to fig- 
niij ** to refiike or iittpBrD<^e it," whicti iiitierpre- 
tation the Poet's purfuing the allufion by the worf 
Corrupt in the next IrAt confirms, ffut Dr. J. 
would read, to Line his Title, which he endea- 
Vours to lupport by a pafTage from Macbeth* 
But Wildes that tlhe word Lifu occAirs in the verfe 
immediately preceding, and would therefore "have 
been probably reje<^ed by the moft hafty writer, 
had it prefented itfelf, the metaphor u-fed in the 
old reading is more eafy and natural. 

t H I R S* 

Exfetif. Biiit thetc's a fayihg vfiry old an4 tftf*, 
tf AUit ^n '^m Prftnta^ vfrin, th^a ^f4th Stotli^ £f4 

For dnce the eagle Ea^atni Wing in pfty> 
T^het wiguaried befit tkt vy^a^el^ Seet^ 
Comes fneaking, and fo facks her princely tggi ; 
Playing the moufe in abfence of the cat. 
To taint and havock more than ihe can cat« 

Efy-. It foUdv^s th^n the eat mufC ftdy at hoihe. 
Yet that is but a Crnfh'd Neceffity ; 
Smee we have locks to f^-gdai<t AecdTarles^ 
Aft4 Pretty THfi, to caeah tte fextf Thlk^ves. 

F 4 CruJh'J 
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Tile (km is pti^ tlic traitots are agreed. 

The king is fet from London, and the fcene 

Is now tranfported, gentles, to Southampton 

£jre he takes Mp for Francfe. And in Soi:rtham}>ton 

Linger your patience 0]i> and well digeft 

Th' abufe of diflance, while we force a play« 

There is the play-houfe now. 

*« This alteration (continues Mr, JohnfonJ rc- 
ftores fenfcr, and probably the true fenfe* The 
lines might be otherwife ranged, but this ofder 
pleafes me befl:/' 

But the orij^inal order plea&8 Me beft, Mr. 
Baldwin, Hor can I conceive bow ^ay nsad^r of 
the lines ciaii look about for a me^inilig vHthbut 
finding it ; or indeed how he can mils fining it 
under his nofe, without looking abbut at all. Where 
Ik* the difficulty 1 La the thtee firft tinet I Let 
us examine tbem» 

And by tMr hamk this grac6 of kings thvSk die 

If Hen smd Tl*«afi>A hdd ^«r prottnifiBis^ 

Eie he tftkes ihip for Ffa&eei and in Soutkam^on. 

The meaning of this is> that there was a plot to 
kilt the King in Southampton before he could eni« 
bark on his French expeditiOnt This the King 
hittkMfeitpl^iiS) 

— this 
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H«di lor ft few light CKnriti Itghdy coa^ir V» 
And Avom onto tb^ praAtots of France^ 
To kill MS best in Hampto«« 

Surely the words <« And in Southampton^* did not 
puzzle Mi". Johnfon. Can an editor of Shake^i 
fpesre be oo«lbttfKled by an Elleipfis fo frequent 
in chat author, and all other poets ? ** Tlie King 
UMift die ere he take flip fur France, and mirildie 
jn Southaaipion.'* What caM be dearer i Btfiihs^ 
Ae anrangement pmpoM is nuidi more confiifel 
and inelegaflt than that in ^wiAA the lines ftaad ait 
prcfent. For inftance, 

And by their hands this grace of kings mull die,^ 
If Hell and Treafon hold their promifes. 

By placing a fi^ll ftpp ki . this place^ infiead of a 
comma, and by omitting the third line^ 

£re he tifces Aip for France $ and in SoatliaiapiDa— « 

—By thefc injudrctous alterations you are only 
gene/ally Informed of a plot, without the alarm- 
ing particulars given in the original rfeading. And 
only mark how Ttry aukwardly thia poor tnmf^ 
pofed line is fqueezed into another corner ! 

The fum is paid, the traitors are agreed, 

Tim king H iipt fenyi Londoua and the fcene 

It 
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Is now tranfported, gentles, to Southampton 
Ere he take (hip for France. And in Southampton 
Linger your patience on, and well digeft 
Th' abnfe of diilance, while we force a play. 
There is the playhoufe now. 

Here I think comes out, that the unfortunate words 
<* and in Southampton" were the ftumbling-blocks 
to our editor. But is- not this new difpoiition of 
the lines much for the worfe i and would one not 
almoft be tempted to fuppofe from the great diftance 
between the King and the relative pronoun He^ 
that the Scene was to*' take (hip for France?"— 
The propofed alteration therefore introduces con^** 
fufion, inftead of reftoring fi^nfe ; and the old 
reading, in this cafe as in moil others, gives the 
true fenfe. The lines indeed might perhaps be 
otherwife ranged, but this order is the moft natu« 
ral and the beft. 

Fearing that I may have already trefpaiTed too 
far" on your paper, I iball referve the coi;^tinuation 
of thefe remarks till you hear from me again ; .per- 
haps, Mr. Baldwin, you may hear from me 
again and again, and again. In the mean time I ^ 

remain. Your conftant reader. 

And humble fervant, 
CHRISTOPHER DENNIS. ] 
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To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle. 

Hyde - Park - Corner f 
Saturd^f March zi, 1767. 

SIR, 

IF you ever, ,on Sundays or Holydays, beftow 
eighteenpence a fide on a horfe, and turn 
his head towards the Weft, you may probably 
have beheld me, your prefent correfpondent, placed 
clofe againft Hyde-Park Wall, a little beyond St. 
George's Hofpital. My travelling name, or ra- 
ther the name which travellers on the Weftern road 
have given me, is Captain Nose, a kind of Cog^ 
nomerty derived, after the Roman cuftom, from the 
xnoft remarkable prominence of a certain feature of 
my face* T^^^y> ^^^^ ^ fimilar reafon, was fur* 
named Cicero; and Ovid was called Naso, from 
the very fame caufe that I have been chriftened 
Captain Nose. The poet, on account of fome 
illicit amours, was driven into exile. I, who am a 
veteran in the military fervice, am rewarded as 
handfomely as many other veterans ; and while the 
foldiers of the three regiments of Foot Guards are 
put into wooden boxes to watch the ducks in St: 
James's Parky I am fiationed a perpetual centry 

againft 
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agftiaft Hyd«-Pairk Wall^ to «b£Mv# tW«iUioii»of. 
all the goers and comers in and out of this extenfive 
metropolis* 

If you ever were at Paris, Mr. Baldwin, you 
muft know that it is impoffible to pafs any of the 
barriers^ without an impertinent fellow of an 
officer tearing open your coach door, to fee thtt 
you do not export or import fo much as a bottle of 
four wine, without defraying the duties on it* 
Were I to take the fame liberty with every coach 
thatpaflbs by my ftation, fuch is the jeabufy of 
military eftabli&ments in thi5 free country, that 
I might probably in lefs than a week, fall into the 
hands of the civil power, be feized by Fielding's 
runners, be carried to give an account of myfelf 
before the Bow-Street Police, and perhaps ulti- 
mately be conveyed out of town again towards the 
North- Weft, when I nught be allotted a more dif- 
agreeable ftation, than that which I occupy at pre-* 
fent. To fay the truth, I do not want to take fo 
near an infpe£lion of paflengers as an highwayman's 
borfe, .for it is eafy enough to fee how the world 
foes J even with half an eye;^ and though, you may 
perceive that I only glance at them in profile, yet 
they do not drive fo haftUy along, but I am able to 
give a tolerable account of them. Such an account, 

if 
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« 

if you think it will be of fervice to jom ChitHiicle, 
is occafionally at your fervice* The Taikr ptc- 
tended to maintain an intercouffe with a Spirit^ 
called Pacolet, Do not you then difdain a corre* 
fpondent in crayons ! for perhaps, even the notified 
Connoifleur, Mr. Town,, did not colled more 
intelligence fVom his coufin Village, than you 
may receive from me; nor did even the Spefbator 
reap more advantages from his inqui^tivc /bortfitce^ 
than you may derive from my Jong nofi^ mafter 
Baldwin. 

At prefent writing, Mr. Baldwin, I have only 
time to fen4 yQU the. fQUowlog h^y advices* 
However, if they prove agreeable, you ihall fooa 
receive another packet from 

Your humble fervant, 

CAPTAIN NOSE. 

fhurfdtt^, March t^, lj6j* 

JUST palled by, in a poft-chaife for Bath, 
two Irifl>fortuni^bwjters^ from Park^Gatt. 
Two ditto from the Hercules PiUars. 
—A lady of the town, with a young OnfonA 
Scholar, in a machine* 

Another 
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Another ditto, with another ditto, in SLFis^a^vis^ 

Dr. H— ^ in a SuUy. 

Two Monthly Reviewers, in a Had, on a party 
•f pleafure to the Paci-horfe at Turnham Green. 

Bumphrey Moreace, Efq. for J^^«; -Bridge. 

A new married couple, to Maidenhead. 

Lady V. and an old friend, for Salt-HilL 

A fingle gentleman on horfeback, for Hounjhwm , 

Another ditto for Bagjhot* 

£• of Cb. with Seven Coaches and Seven, from 
Marlborough. 

His M. in a poft»chaife, from Richmond. 



To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle. 

Saturday 9 May ^, 17674' 

SIR, 

A Reverend Eftimatorof the Manners and Prin- 
ciples of the Times, lately deceafed, pron 
nounced Effeminacy to be the chara£terifiick of 
the Britons of the prefent age 5 how unjuftly, 
Voltaire, no friend to this country, has taken no- 
tice, obferving that the Englifli anfwered the 
charge, by carrying their conquefts into every 

quarter of the globe. 

Were 
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Were I to attempt to affign the reigning princi* 
pie, that governs all ranks and orders of men in 
this kingdom, I ihould not hefitate to mention the 
Spirit of Prodigality and Extravagance^ which 
may now be faid to be epidemical, raging with 
equal violence in court and city, town and coun- 
try, and confounding high and low, rich and 
poor, one with another. 

Set a beggar on horfeback, fays the old Englifh 
proverb, and be will ride to the Devil : though 
the devil himfelf, as Sir Francis Wronghead 
obferves, would fcarce imagine that he would ride 
poft to him : and yet at prefent, every beggar has 
got on horfeback, and feems refolved to run a race 
with his fuperiors. ^ 

That he, who has nothings or perhaps is wor(c 
than nothing, Ihould not be afraid of being ruined, 
is not very wonderful ; but that they, who are as 
happy as a good fortune can make them, (hould 
take the greateft pains to dived themfelves of the 
means of that happinefs, I have ever thought verjf 
extraordinary. That a Frog ihould fwell with 
envy, and burft itfelf in order to become a Bull, 
is a fable whofe moral one may readily compre^ 
hend} but what JECop of antiquity would have 
defcribed the noble Bull tormented with the fam^ 

Vol. II, G mtsiA 
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fd^ait pride^ and rbariiig^ and foffiri^, ind Bef^ 

lowing, tiR k reduced itfelf even below the 

fiate of the wretched animal it might trample oxi? 

Great goitigs-otity io quote another old faying^ 

muft. have great cbmings in. H6 Wh6 now live^ 

to the extent ol hi& forfune, if he multiplies his 

expences, muft mUltiptjr His refourceft, or fe^ rttiii* 

Before him. Some mkids titt apt tbt to b6 V^ry 

fcrupulbuflj^ delicate Iti the clioie:6 6i thoftf fe- 

iburces. A ft6plcceper*i apprentice, perhaps, 

commits violence oh the Till > in attorney's clerk 

takes to the Gaming-Table y a tradefiiian maJ^es a 

ireak of it^ and cheats bin \i&ncit (Creditors of 

eighteen Ibilling^ in tK^ pound ^ a genteel buck 

takes to the Turf ; and a true blck>d to the Fleath.. 

As to rupetlor orders, ilit gehtr jf aikl hobiK ty,* they 

ire afeove Gbmihittihg tbefe petty iarccnles on fo- 

ciety* If ^ Ireat tbm±6ntty a lord of a duk(&^ 

iun out, Hitj iieed ii6t d^feend td thefemeanfhifts. 

They need not attack individuals, but realife thd 

itrifb of Caligula, aiid cut off the head of a nation 

at one blow, ^hty need not be guilty of bur* 

glaries,. turn Rooks and Sharpers^ commit fraudu<- 

fent bankruptcies, or put travellers mt& bodcty 

fear on the kihg^s highway* Tkey have an bppor* 

tunityof proflitutihg their vbies, felling boroughs^ 

&c»^— 
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lie.— lit ffiort they iitaf Uiriti ail the Jbovemen* 
floned glorious cbara£!ers in onei Thcjr bay ttirii 
fofibcrs of their ccnifttry. 

Onecf the thief khoiH^i or Mthcr academies, of 
Modern Extfavigancc, H the Gafnirig-Hodfe. 
The ptipils and fttidcnts are the Rich j the pro- 
feffors they who want to get their Riches. Ganre- 
ftcrs, fay the French, begin by being dupes and 
tttd by being (harpers: and perhaps it ts impoffible 
event in this country, to become an adept in th« 
fciehcc without going through the degrees. The 
fcveral colleges of Arthur's, Alriiack'Sj Boodle's, 
Saunder*S, Ice. &c. in the two parifhes of St. James^ 
and St. George, have a numerous lift of fchofars 
and difciples on their books; and fhould one ven* 
ture to point out thofe, whom every body acknow- 
ledged to be as well read in the myftical parts of 
the art aS Lookup himfelf, who knows but ont 
might Incof the danger of a Premnnirt or Scahdalim 
MagnatHfh f 

I beg^ your pardon. Ladies ? I have not faid a 
{yWzhiQ abdut you in particular yet a-while, it is 
true : but when Extravagance is mentioned as a 
charadterrdick of the Manners of the prefent age. 
You muft be alfowed to have your fiiare of id. 

G i Many 
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Many an honeft gentleman has been ruined hf 
bis wife's inordinate defire to outvie the wife of 
his neighbour. A violent paifion for Drefs, Equi- 
page, and Company, are avowedly female failings; 
but Gaming, that fiend, which is too hot even for 
mafculine fouls, has ufurped a dominion over the 
minds of our country-women. Converfation, 
and fire -fide fociety, is almoft quite loft among us. 
Family-vifits, Blindman*s-bufF, and Hot-cockles 
are no more. Every evening aflembly is a route ; 
and cards the occupation of every meeting; at 
which every body who plays, play higher than 
they can afford, from the Penny-Quadrille of 
Slackfriars, to the unlimited Lu in the liberties of 
Weftminfter, 

Extravagance, however, like many other vices, 
commonly counter-a£ts itfelf, and defeats its own 
ends. Prodigals, even during the (hort period of 
their fplendor, rather render themfelves ridiculous, 
than important in the eyes of the multitude. 
The world is commonly furnifhed with ma- 
terials to judge pretty accurately of the income 
of particulars; and they who feem palpably to 
exceed the meafure of their circumftances, inftead 
of creating * admiration excite pity or contempt. 
It would feem almoft incredible therefore, did not 

experience 
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experience confute all fpeculation, that any 
perfons ihould be fo mad as to forfeit all the future 
4iappinefs of their lives, for the fake of expofing 
themfelves to publick derifion for a few fhort 
months, or at nioft for a vety few years« The 
patience of creditors is foon exhaufted, and a 
diftreifed gentleman, who is often put upon Ways 
4and Means, will foon find it very difficult, and at 
laft 4]uite impoiSble toraife the Supplies. He that 
will not take up in good time, and put himfelf 
under a proper regimen for the evijs incurred by 
his extravagance, may be aflured, that the difeafe 
will at laff cure itfelf. An acquaintance of mine, 
who loves a pun, often compares a prodigal to a 
clock : he czn go^ fays he, as long as he can //Vi; 
but when he can tick no longer, he muft Jland. 
I would recommend it therefore to every man, 
who is about to contra£l debts, to confider whe- 
ther he (hall be able to pay them ; and before he 
adopts a new fyftem of living, to aflc himfelf ferii- 
pufly whether hefhalji be ^ble to fupport it. 

I cannot better wind up this rambling diilerta*- 
tion^ than by annexing to it a copy of a manu- 
fcript noyir in my pofleflion. The original, I 
9m told^ was yjiiXXtVi by that iamous military 

G 3 character. 



t»b^ the £• of P-— ^h. The perrooage ta whom 
it wa$ addreffisid/ as a faiQi)iar £piftb» is ftill liv«» 
ing, and was then in the betg^th of his caDBcr 
<if youth and plcafure. The letter itfisjf \% conr 
ceiv.ed ia die true lacnnick fptrit, asd^^ms thiis: 

*S A hpttfe in town ! A hpufe in the country I 
^ Hounds in Nocfbllc! , Hories at Newmarket i 
V A Whore i^t W«.*i.^-*hU-— n ) an^ G^nd d-«ll 
*• you, wbcre^ your Eftatc ? 

** Your afteflionate grandfather. 



*^P- 



»» 



TO. X'&A ?»Jt^T4R. 

^Saturday, ^uue 9, X770. 

1ITATTER, fay fomc naturalifts, never pe^ 
•^*-*' rifhes: the form indeed is eternally varying, 
lut the eflfence remains. The face of whole coun- 
tries may change, animals die, plants decay, and 
|)ahces fall to ruin; duft rexurns to duft, but the 
ievera} atoms aix not loft. - We may, with Hamlet, 

trace 
4 
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^ce Alexander to the flipping a Beer*Barrel^ 
4»r follow tJt^ eminent botanift. Dr. Hill^ till we 
leave him wo^ the Coioipoft ^of a Hot-bed ff 
CuGUinbers. 

The moral wprld, in the opinion 4^f fpoie Spect.* 
latifts^ re^bles the material. They imagine tb|t 
the certain portion of virtue aod y^ce, good ai^^ 
ill qualities^ which originally a^ate4 mankind^. 
i$ :neither increafed nor diminiihed. Forms of 
Govermeat, apd Modes of Politenefe^ may indeql 
have turned diem to di&rent (hapes, tinged thtin 
fvith different colours aad transferred them to dif- 
ferent pofieflbrs % but they have a permanent pi;^ 
iftence ; and it would be as abfurd to maintain tbfit 
4hey are annihilated^ becatife they no longer refi4e 
in the fame perfons^ or retain their old names, as 
to cdntend that £^ntag.ue-Houfe is pulled dowA 
becaufe it is rendered the Bridfli Mufeum, pr th^ 
Sir Hans Sloane^s curiofities ^ire all lofi^ becaulc 
ibejr are all lodged in Montague-HpMfe* 

To what region the Virtues that have Uit 

<his iilaiid are flown, it is difficult to difcover; 

but in the moral fyftem there feems at prefent to be 

going on a Hind of Country-Dance between the 

Male aii4 Female follies and Vices, in which they 

Jb^ve kvGi9i^y groiTed over, ^ t^]^/en each other's 

G ^ placeSf 
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places. The men' are growing delicate and 
refined, and the women free and eafy. There is 
indeed a kind of animal neither male nor female, 
a thing of the neuter gender, lately ftarted up 
'amongft us« It is called a Macaroni. It talks 
without Meaning, it fmiles without Pleafantry, 
it,eats without Appetite, it rides without Exercife, 
it wenches without Paffion. 

I may perhaps, on fome future occaiion, be ample 
in* animadverfion on thofe Lady-like Gentlemen, 
who, defpairing to be thought men, are ambitious 
of refembling women. Ac prefent I fhatl rather 
confine my oblbrvations to thofe adventurous and 
fpirited females, who feem refolved to break though 
the whalebone and buckram fences of Modefty and 
Decorum, and would no more endure ftarch in 
their manners than in a pair of laced ruffles. A 
certain mafculine air now diftinguifhes the ladies; 
and if you fee a female enter a publick place with 
a bold knock fne-down freedom, fot her down for a 
perfon of quality ! 

Bath and Tunbridge, Cheltenham and Scar-^ 

borough, the Theatres, Vauxhall, Ranelagh, and 

of late years Soho and Almack's, were fuppofed 

to be the only Shew-Glaffes for youth and beauty. 

Taverns and coffee^^houfes were appropriated en- 
tirely 
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tirely to the men j and a woman, out of the pur- 
lieus of Covent-Garden, or the hundreds of Dniry, 
would have fainted away at the thoughts of enter- 
ing fuch places of publick entertainment : but in 
the year 1770 the ladies of the firft quality, the 
mungoesj the fuperiorS of the times, have abrogated 
the old Salick laws of libertinifm, and openly tst 
up a tavern in prbfeft rivalry of Boodle's, Ar- 
thur's, and Almack's* 

Such a convulfion in the moral world is furely 
as extraordinary as any former change or revolu- 
tion in the natural or political fyftem : bat 
being once efFeSed, who can foretell how far it 
will proceed, or how rapid will be its progrefi i 
In a few years the common occurrences of a wo- 
man's life may more nearly refemble thofe of a 
man's, than her riding-habit now approaches tc> 
his drefs. A lady mayfoon perhaps intrigue, and 
game, and fwear, and drink, and fmoke tobacco, 
more openly than her hufband does at prefent; and 
{omt future papers may perhaps authenticate the 
following paragraphs : 

Yefterday a duel was fought behind Montague- 
Houfe between two ladies at the Weft end of the 
;own. One of the combatants was dangeroufly 

wounded. 
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wounded, and the other having abfcpnded, is fup^ 
pofed CO have gained the Continent. , 

Laft week a lady of the Coterie loft 30CQ gui- 
neas at Faro at one fitting, to fome ot)ier females 
of that fociety. 

Laft Saturday was run for, on the Beaeofi 
Courfis at Newmarket, the Ladies Subf^priptipii 
Purfe, which was won by Mifs Charlotte (layes's 
Eclipfe. The knowing-ones were taken in ; and a 
gentlewoman who has this meeting been cpnvi^ed 
of Foul-Play, has been expelled the Side-Saddle 
Club by the unanimous fuffrage of that honourable 
focietyt 

Yefterday twenty-one female prifoners were tried 
at the Old Bailey, when five were capitally con-* 
vided, viz. Mary Wharton for breaking and enter- 
ing the houfe of Mr. Jenkins^ with intent to fteal 
the goods ; Margaret Boldboy for a rape on the 
body of Jofeph Andrews ; Rachel Stephens, Su- 
fan Hodges, and Sarah Hughes for the wilful mur** 
der of Thomas Simple, by ibooting him with a 
blunderbufs. Seven were caft for tranfportatioUi^ 
and nine acquitted* 

It is faid that great intereft is making by fome 
ladies of the higheft quality, to obtain a pardon for 
Mary Flannagan, now lying in Newgate under 

fentexKC 
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fctttence of death^ her brodKr, Patrick Flana- 
gaa^ Wog in keeping with two or three dutcheffcs, 

A gang of footpads, in Straw Hats ^nd Re4 
Cloaks, haw infefted the New Ro»d near Iflington 
for Ibme tiipc paft. Two of them, very dcfperatt 
viragoes, weic tikenby Mrs Juftice Foolding's wo^ 
men laft night, and by her worfliip's warrant com- 
mitted to New Prifon, 

We hear that Mrs. Catherine Macaulay will cer- 
tainly be the Mi^dlefex member. 

Laft night a ftreet-walker in the Strand, who 
hs^s lpj(\g been known ampn£ his fellow proftitutei 
l^y the name of Black Tom, was very much maU 
treated by fqme young ladies whp had been (pend- 
ing the evening at the Shakefpeare tavern. The 
popr wretch now lies dangeroufly ill, and it is 
rtiought will not long furvive. One of the youn^ 
I^ies is faid to be the eWcft daughter of a popular 

countefs. 

]^^& week Mifc Theodofia Forrcfter, being on 
a party of fliootin^ near bcf mama*$ feat in Dor- 
ifctfliir^ had th? misfprtunc of lofing her right 
j^«aft by the Aock of the bari^l 9f th^ g"n turft- 
iqg ^ the tjime of her ^in^* 

The 
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The fame day Mifs Stiles put out her collar* 
bone by a fall from her horfe in jumping over a fi^e* 
bar-gate. 

One of the capital figures at the laft mafquerade 
was a lady in the charader of Eve, in a fuit of 
Fleih-coloured filk, with an apron of Fig-Leaves, 



TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, i 

'T^HERE are in every language, ancient and 
-*• modern, certain heterogeneous wordis and 
anomalous exprefGons, which render it more difficult 
to be acquired by ftudents and foreigners than even 
the mod licentious idiom^tick phrafes, or the 
moft irregular combination of fentences. In yaiii 
may the laborious Lexicographer bpaft of having 
traced every radical word through a collateral feries 
of Parallel Ramifications. ThePhilologifl ftill toila 
with hope)efs inveftigation, and finds himfelf bewil* 
dered in the maze of petty Familiarity and en- 
tangled in Colloquial Barbarifms. The Ebullitions 
of Convivial or Epiftolary Humour, and the -Sal- 
lies of Dramatick Hilarity, the Lucubrations of 

the 
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the Periodical Effayift, the Sportive Vein and Dry 
Intelligence of our Diurnal, NoSurnal, and Heb- 
domadal Hiftorians, are almoft totally unintellt^ 
gible for want of an adequate interpretation. To 
remedy this defcQ: in Englifh Literature, I have, 
with infinite labour, compiled a Vocabulary or 
Gloflary, intended as a Supplement to a larger and 
more folemn Di£lionary. It is eafy to forefee that 
the idle and illiterate will complain that I have in- 
creafed their labours by endeavouring to diminiih 
them, and that I have explained what is more 
eafy by what is more difficult — Ignotum per\ igno* 
tins. I expert, on the other hand, the liberal ac- 
knowledgments of the learned. He who is buried 
In Sholdftick Retirement, fecluded from ^he aflem- 
blies of the Gay, and remote from the circles of 
the Polite, will at once comprehend the definitions, 
and be grateful for fuch a feafonable and necefTary 
Elucidation of his Mother Toqgue. Annexed to 
this letter is a fliort fpecimen of the Work, 
thrown together in a vague and defultory manner, 
not even adhering to alphabetical concatenation* 
The whole will be comprifed in two Folio Vo- 
lumes, and will appear fome time within the en- 
fuing twenty years. In the mean while, fubfcrip- 
tions are taken in at all the moft eminent book- 
fellers 
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fellers in London and Weftminfter; df whom 
may be learnt all further particulars relative ta 
this arduous and Important undertaking* 

SPECIMEN. 

tiiggliJy'piggliJy^'^Conf\omexziiM and Confufi^ou 

Hurlj'Burly^ — Extreme Tumult and Uproar* 

Siribble-S^rabbli^ — Pages of Inanity. 

S//-S4i«;,^^Ahernate Preponderation. 

Tittli'Tattli^ — Futile ConverfatioiK 

Alum CA^wr/,— Mental Torpidity. 

Fu/ Faul Fum! — Gigantick Intonations. 

Arfy^varfy^ 7 An Inverfion of Capitals and Funda- 

Topfy'turvj.^^ mentals. 

HohhU' de-hoy y — Adolefcence, between the period 
of Puberty and Virility. - 

Tit for Tat^ — Adequate Retaliation. 

Shilly- Shally y-'-'HtfitSLtion and Irrefolution. 

Willy -nilly^ — The Execution of an Aft maugretbe 
confent of another. 

DingU'dangUi — Aerial Sufpenfion* 

/fwrry-ycwrry,— Inordinate Precipitation. 

Hidlemereef'^ An ^nigmatick Exordium. 

i>tng'dongy — Tintinn^bulory Chimes, ufed meta- 
phorically to fignify DiTpatCh and Vehemence. 

Tag'TOgj VThe loweft Plebeians. See Bafe-iorfif 

^iff^rcff^^ ini Stum-of'thf 'Earth. 

Nirmybammir^ 
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mncompoop, Ufinine Wretdhe,. 
NtnnybammiT^^ 

Jtocwj-Zf^raj,— ^Pfeudo-nccromancy. 

yemtnlnj'criminyy — An emafculate Obteftation. 

Ktgmdfvley'-^'DKcoMtk^ incoherent and rhapfo- 
dical. 

Zig-zag^ — Tranfrcrfc Angles: 

Crincum-eramumf^^Liiies of Irregularity and In- 
volution < 

Helter-Jkdtery—^ft Hilaritir & Celirtter^ figni- 
fying Motion of equal Jocundity and Velocity. 

Hodge-podgey'-^A culinary Mixture of heteroge-* 
neous Ingredients, applied metaphorically to all 
difcordant Combinations. 



Philological Difquifitions are but ill adapted to 
the readers of a fugacious paper. Having, thetefore 
already given a fufficient indication of my purpofe 
to the Philofopher, the Academick^ and the Scho* 
lar, I (bait at prefent add no further interpreta- 
tions i but \h order to Convince the learned of tfa($ 
Neceffityahd Importance of tb6 work announced 
to them, I {hall fomewhat enlarge the catalogue 
of terms that demand explication ; which like bafe 
metal among tegitimate coin 9 hav«^ by long uf^g^, 

become 
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become current in our language; and without 
which the commerce of the world, or even the 
traffick of letters, can with difficulty be maintained 
either with profit or delegation. To explain them 
may be fdme glory : it would be more fubfiantial 
fame to contribute to their extirpation* 



CAT 

Wifliy-wafliy, 

Mefs-medly, 

Fiddle-faddle, 

Slap-dafh, 

Slap-bang, 

Hum-drufflj 

Harum-^fcarum, 

Rantum-fcantum, 

Pit-pat, 

Chit-chat, 

Prittle-prattle, 

Hoity-toity, 

Tip-top, 

Hubble-bubble, 

Humpty-dumptdy, 

Hugger-mugger, 

Hiccius-doccius, 

Hurdy-gurdy, 



A L O G U E. 

Shiddlecum-fh— e. 

Knick-knack, 

Pell-mell, 

Whippef-fnapper, 
Hoddy-doddy, 

Niddy-noddy, 

HufF-blufF, 

Tory-rory, 

Whilky-friiky, 

Snickerfnee, 

Tuzzy-muzzy, 

Gimminy-gomminy, 

Wig-wam, 

Flim-flam, 

Namby-pamby, 

Hob or Nob, 

Bamboozle, 

Snip'rfnap, 

Hum* 
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Hum-ftrum, Full-but, ^ 

Diddle-daddle, Fal-lal, 

Hum-bug, ^ Rolyi-poly, &c» &c. 

It is eafy from this Specimen to fuppofe Exten- 
fion and Amplification. Printed authorities will be 
fubjoined as vouchers for the ekiftence of every term 
and word that fliall be cited, and its various ilgnifi- 
cations, where there are more than one, properly 
explained. He who writes the Dictionary of any 
Tongue, may be confidered as labouring in a coal- 
mine I but he who collets the Refufe of a Language, 
claims more than ordinary commiferation, and may 
be faid to ftft the cinders* 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LEXIPHANES; 



A SKETCH OF DR. JOHNSON. 

DR. Johnson is certainly a genius, but of a 
particular ftamp. He is an excellent claffical 
fcholar, perhaps one of the beft Latinifls in Europe* 
He has combined in himfelf two talents which fel- 
doqameet: he is both a good Engliih and Latin 

H poet. 
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poet. Had his inclihatibn led him to bfive miMd 
frith the fafliionable World (where l^e waswalrinit 
ifivice^) ana bad he been a nearer infped^ bf th^ 
follies^ and vices of high life, he would certainly 
have been called by the ele£lioh of. the beft criticks 
to the Poetical Chair, where Pope fat\vithout a ri- 
val till his death ; and then the Laurel, like the 
kingdom of Macedonia, at the death of Alexan()er, 
Vi^as divided among many. It mu'ft be ow^ed that 
Dr. Johnfon s two Satires in imitiation of Juvenfalji 
are among the beft titles that have been produced 
for the poetical inheritance. 

Indeed bis morals and manners are ^o ill fuited 

with loofe opinions, and tboughtlefs dii&pation, 

that it is no wonder he was toon difgufted with 

■>•• • « 
what he faw and heard, and which he fo well painted 

and iHt iii hfs LoNDON.-**His fecond Satire (the 

tenth of Juvenal) though written ^ith great force 

and energy, yet feems more the fruit of ftudy 

thatiebiervation. flisf^acity is wornderful: <hough 

mar-Jighud^ he can difcover and defcribe with great 

Kuitiour the iiict aifcrifhinsitiWns, and aUnoft ini- 

percepfiblfc toueiifei bY the VariduS Cha^fters -of 

bckh -felces : his ^-'mind's eye" lias ^ tetnneft "aini 

Gfertaffity that felddn?! ini ffes iihe m^A ; aiid did his 

^ tdhvfey his difcoVori^^ ift thrfraftcfltetfk kni 

*'* * guage, 

a 
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-^uftge* be wmU b6 e<^w\ to the bcft 
kiTi be f«il j.-^Iii fai« JBUmhkrjf aad /<^i} whenever 
be ind-odiices Ghanfiters^ tbei^ aftims, dcportoifiM^ 
and thougidis^ bavc a qooft accurakt^y apd miiHilP 
refemblance to nature^ but tbey all talk one Ian* 
guage^ aiid^that language is Dr. Johnfon's* Words 
kre the vehicle of our thou^ts, as eo^dief djm pf 
bur perfons i ibejlaie' equipage (hould not be drawa 
forth but upon folemn occafions. His peculiarity 
of '&&ion hal given the Publi$:k a fufpicion tblt he 
i:auld not fucceed i^i Dramatick Cooipoiition. His 
Tragedy of Irene is a work of great aad ).u|t fen« 
iimesil;* of t^belkaii tbo«%b not Pramatick I^a^ 
gnagfe^fioeimagny^ 9fNi of the Osm^gi$aS§natMrum^ 
but the viery ibul ol Tragisdy, Pathgs^ h wantmg$ 
and widi0iit that# tbougb we niay adoure, o«r bearf 
wi)l fleep in our boloniSr^^Pi:- Johaibn bats wli^ 
humoiir, ^nd a ftrojig jinagiAation» wlvcb 9ie oftw 
4B2tefted witbgtv^effQ&iacmrer&^tpn. Iwillgiiy^ 
in a few words, the beft advlcft I can io ffHUQg f^^ 
ders. Let them admire and fttidy biis $^ei|g^ 
of Argament, Rjdinefsof Imagery^ a^d Vw^ty ^ 
Sentiment, without being^daxzled with ih« ifpi^^dqr 
-of his diAlon. Let them iiftcn wilb attentira Mii 
delight to his en^tertaining ami improving conflttffTa- 
iion, without imitating his drefs or manner! 

H % The 
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The Simplex [Munditiis of Horace may, perhaps 
for the firft time, be as properly applied to the drefs 
of the mind as of the body^-the beft tafte will be ever 
ihewn where eafe^ eleganuy znAJimplicity are united. 

CHIARO OSCURO. 

t§n4»n Pdtkitp Dec, ii,. 3775# 



^0 thi Printsr of tbi Public Advertiser. 

SIR, 

IN my boyiih days I remember reading in Bufby's 
Engliih Grammar of the Latin Tongue, that 
*< K was out of fafiiion.'' That poor unfortunate 
Letter is now almoft equally unfafliionable In our 
town language ; and unlefs you j or Tome other po- 
pular writer as univerfally read, will interpofe in its 
favour, this old member of the Alphabet will perhaps 
foon be entirely cut.off. Thegoodofficesof aprinter, 
however, are not much to be expeded ; for though 
we formerly heard of fiich a refpedable Subftan- 
tive as the Publick, i^e daily fee one of your fra- 
ternity rejeAing this old fervant,' and giving us a 
Paper entitled Thf Public Advtrtifnr. 

Tp 
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To reconcile orthography to ftriA pronunciation 
is fantaftical, ridiculous, ' and illiterate. It origi- 
nally relifbed of etymology, and in written fpeech 
fome etymological traces ever (hould remain. Ho^ 
neft K has long ftood in our language as a memo* 
rial of its origin ; and as the Greek x is reprefented 
in Englifh by the letters.ch, fo the final qui of the 
French was formerly fignified by the Englifh k» 
But ifaihion, fearful of pedantry, gives no quarter 
to etymology. The Publick are invited by your 
advertifements to performances tragic and tomic^ 
and concerts of mufir ; and to our utter aftoniA- 
ment, a modern dramatick poet has announced The 
Choleric Many under the aufpices of Mr. ^ Garrir, 
whofe Gal/iVi genealogy and Gzllici patronyw/Vi 
are univerialLy known, and who has himfelf fo 
largely c;pntrit)uted to render ipimortal the name of 
Garricque* 

Tamely to follow fafhions is poor and fervilc : 
to run before them argues a great and lively genius« 
Content not yourfelf therefore, Mr. Woodfall, with 
the prefent partial detruncation of the final k, but 
* boldly lop it off from every word wherein it now 
occurs, and do equal juftlce to the quic and the dead. 
The trie is eafily played ; let ambition pric the fides 
f f your intent ^ the multitude will Jloe after you ; 

Ha the 



iJie triftts CfAMt find fault witb you for Mldwing 
their own cjcimpfe, iuid the whole iZi^sMV of Letl 
lcf$ will ^it<r bf yottr cxploitt in bringing thid King 
Log to tlie ^c. 

I Zttiy Sifp 

your bui&ble tctvvxt^ 

BLAC AND ALL BLAC 

c |C9" The ftbove Letter wa^s prochid^yp qf thf 
following from another haod, which appeared 
in the fano pAper the fucceeding Saturdayi 
Feb. It, 1775* 

7i tie pRiNTBR of ibe Pubuc Ai>V£Rtxs£R. . 

Smyrna Coffu-houft^ Wednt^daj Mvning^ 

SIR, 

YOUR ingenious Correfpondent Blac irn^/ all 
Blac has very humouroufly expofed the af^ 
iteration of fome modem Writers, who are attempt- 
ing tx) iic the letter k out of the alphabet. Thi$ 
ridiculous innovation I hope Will be crulbed in the 
bud; and your (Correfpondent certainly deferves 
well of the REPUBLIC OF Lbttbrs, by endeavour* 

ing to fave an ufefUl member, 

- • There 
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There i» a verj whimfital friend of thine w&o 
has long conceir^ (b great an averfion to pb6r I, 
that at laft he has totally profcribed him;— he con- 
trives to orait hkn in W9rd$ where ouf would have 
thought it impoffible to do without hii|i, fuoh'as 
knife and fork, corkfcrew, wig-bldck, &c. which he 
writes ntfk and forr, corc&rew, wig*blor, &c. In order 
to place his antipathy to i in the moft ftriiing itgh't, 
permit me to lay before your Readers the folk^wrng 
fpiftle, which I received from him a few days ago : 

*^ One misfortune they fay generally comes on 
** the bar of another, I have had an attaf of niy 
** old diforder, whiph has confined m^ thefe thr^ 
^^ weers to a fif bed. I have fwallowed amazing 
^* quantities of phyfir, and yet could feldom get a 
^* win# of fleep for Whole nights. In|[|eed it was 
.^* partly my own fault, for inftead of proceeding 
^^ in the regular trar, I have been playing trifs wit^ 
^ my conftitution, by purchafing Quae Medicines 
<' from a damn'd Mountebank in our neighbour- 
^' hood : however, by good lur, aiid juft in the mc 
^^ when Twas on the point of fplitting on a roc, in 
^^ ftepped Dr. A—. He went upon t'other tac, 
M obliged the empiric to pac ofF, and inftead of phy« 

H3 « fu, 
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: << fUf ordered me to drinc ploity of Qic wbey^ or 
^< Old Hoc and water* Though I feelaconfida^bk 
** weamefs, and fomc.relirs of the diforder, yet aU 
<< ready I begin tp pic. up a little. I am forbid t(^ eat 
*^ pore, but can eafily n^anage the wing of a chir 
•• or. young cor. Tomorrow I begin with the Jc- 
<* fuifs Bare; and though my conftitution has re- 
^* „<^lved a pretty fmart flioc, the Do£lor aflures n^ 
•* I.ihall.veryTQon:bc;asi hearty as a l?u^»**. 

I do not mean, Mr. Wopdfall, to take; up too 

much of your Paper, which is better employe^ in 

coaxing the Colon leSy or mauling the Minifter, I 

/hope that enough has aleadybeen faid to prevent the 

innocent i from arbitrary and unjuft profcrlption; 

... : ,,. J am, Sir, 

. . Your humble ftrv^nt). 

KVfRlEND, 



M^ « r\ 
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PRITICAI. REFLECTIONS . 

ON THE OLD 

ENGLISH DRAMATICK WRITERS, 



To David GAiiRiat, E/a. 
3 IK, 

XT is not unnatural to imagine that, on the firft 
glance of your eye over the advertifement of a 
«ew painf>blet, addreiled to yourfelf, you are apt to 
fieel fome little emotion ; that you beftow more than 
^ordinary attention on the title, as it ftands in thc^ 
news-paper, and take notice of the name of the 
publiflier. — Is it Compliment or Abufe ?•— One of 
ihefe being determined, you are perhaps eager to be 
fatisfied, whether fome coarfe hand has laid on en- 
comiums with a trowel, or fome more elegant wri- 
ter (fuch as the author of The A^or for ioftance) 
has done credit to himfelf and you by his panegy- 
rick ; or, on the other band, whether any ofiende4 
Genius has employed thofe talents againft you,which 
he is ambitious of exercifing in the fervice of your 
Theatre \ or fome common Scribe has taken your 

cha- 
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chara^ier^ as he would that of any other Man or 
Woman, or Minifter, or the King, if he durft, as 
9 popular topick of fcandal. 

Be not alarmed on the prefent occafion; nor, 
with that confcioufnefs of your own merit, fo na- 
tural to the Celebrated and Eminent, indulge your- 
felf in an acquiefcence with the juftice of ten thou- 
fand fine things, which you may fuppofe ready to 
be faid to you. No private Satire or Panegyrick, 
but the general good of the Republickof Letters, 
and of the Drama in particular, is intended* Though 
Praife and Difpraife ftand ready on each fide, like 
ethe veiTels of Good and Evil on the right and left 
hand of Jupiter, I do not mean to dip into either: 
.or, if I do, it ihall be, like the Pagan Godhead 
himfelF, to mingle a due proportion of each* Some- 
times, perhaps, I may find fault, and fometimes 
beilow commendation : but you muft not expe£): to 
hear of the Quicknefs of your Conception, the 
Juftice of your Execution, the Expreffion of your 
Eye, the Harmony of your Voice, or the Variety 
and Excellency of your Deportment; nor (hall you 
be malicioufly informed, that you are ihorter than 
jBarry, leaner than Quin, and lefs a favourite of 
the Upper Gallery than Woodward or Shutcr. 

The 
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The Following pages are deftined to contain a 
Vindication of the Works of Maffinger, one of 
bur Old Dramatick Writers, who very feldom falls 
much beneath Shakefpeare himfelf, and fometimes 
almoft rifes to a proud rivalihip of his chiefeft ex- 
cellencies. They are meant too as a laudable, thougli 
faint. Attempt to refcue thefe admirable Pieces 
from the too general negle£l which they now labour 
under, and to recommend them to the Notice of the 
Publick* To whom then cah fuch an Eflay be 
more properly tnfcribed than to You, whom tha£ 
Publick feecns to have appointed, as its chief Jr^ 
titer Deliiiarumj to prefide over the Amufements 
of the Theatre ?— -Biit there is alfo, hy the bye, a 
private reafon for addrei&ng you. Your faoneft 
friend Davies, who, as is faid of the provident 
Comedians in Holland, fpends hishours of vacation 
from the theatre in his (hop, is too well acquainted 
with the Efficacy of your Name at the top of a 
Play-bill, to omit an opportunity of prefixing it to 
a new Publication, hoping it may prove a charm 
to draw in purchafers, like the head of Shake(peare 
on his fign. My Letter too being anonymous, your 
name at the head, will more than compenfate for 
the want of mine at the end of it : and our above- 

mentioned friend is, no doubt, too well verfed ia 

both 

X 



i>ath biftocctipatioiis» tiot ta know ^ confe^^hc^* 
W Secrecy in a Bookfelkr^ a$ wdl as theNelDeSt^ 
«f concealing from, the Publick maliy Thitigs that 
|a(s tikind thi Curtain. 

There is perhaps no country in tfae wotld nMt 
Ittbordinate to the -power of fafliion than our ovim* 
Every Whim, every Wori, every Vice^ every Vit- 
ttte, in it^ turn becomes the mo4e, and is followed 
with a certain nige of approbation for z time. 
The favourite ftyle in ait the polite Arts, and tfa^ 
seigning tifte in Letters, are as notorioufly objeds 
of caprice as Aicbite£ture and Drefs. A nev0^ 
Foem, or Novel, or Farce, are' as inconliderately 
esitolfedojr decried as a Ruff orti Chinefe Rarl, i 
Hoopor a Bow Window. Hence it happens, that 
die publick taAeis often vittated : or if, by chance^ 
it lias made a proper choice, becomes -partially at* 
tathed to one Species of Excellence, and remaini^ 
Jead tothe Senfe of ail other Merit, however equals 
. 'tt f uperior- 

1 thinlc I may venture to affert, with a confidenctfj 
diat on refiefllon it will appear to be true, that the 
eminent Clafs of Writers, who flourifl)ed at the 
beginning of this century, have almoft entirely fu- 
perfeded their llluftrious Predeceffors^ The Works 
of Congreve, Vanbrugh; Steele, Addifon, Pope, 

Swift, 
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Swift, Gay, &c« &c. are the ^ef ftudy 6f the 

Million : I lay, of the Millioa ; for as to diofe kw^ 

who are not only familiar wkh all our own Aii« 

^0T8y but are alfo €onverfant with the Ancient^ 

diey are not to be circumfcribed by the nsurow Um 

mks of the Faibion. Sbakefpeare and Miltoa &ea| 

to Hand alone, like firft-rate Aacfaors, amid the gp^ 

pmi wreck of Old EdglifliLiteriiturei A^ilton per^ 

haps owes mttch of his prefe«iC £itfie to the gene* 

rous Labours and good Tafle of Addifon* Shake* 

Ipeare has been ta-tnimitted down to «$ with fiicoef* 

five Giories; and you^ Sir, have continuedt cc 

raijier uicreaTed, his Repittation« You hav9^ in no 

fulibme ftraih of conipliiniant, been filled the Beft 

Commentator on kis W«rkt c But have you notg 

liibe other ComnmitBtotSy xontri&ed a narFow» ox* 

cluiive, Veneration of your Author? Has not tho 

ContempIacioQ of Shake(|>eare'« Exoellencies aimoft 

4a£tkd akid extiitgfiiOied yoor Ju^g^oiefit, whea 

diire&ed to Other objo£b^ and made you bliqd^othe 

Merit t]f Ms CoteinfKMmesf Under your domiaion^ 

ha«e not fieaooiont and Fletcher, nay even Johii^ 

Ibn^ fvCejvd a kind of Theatrical I>ifgraoe i And 

has «ot poor MalBnger, whofe can je I have now 

undertahen, been ip«rmitted to languifli tn OMost*^ 

rit]s and remaimd aUtioft entiorely unknown i 

To 
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To this perhaps it may be plaufibly anfwcred, nor 
indeed without fome foundation*, that many of our 
Old Pf^ys, though- they abound with Beauties, and 
are raifed much above the humble level of later 
Writers, are yet, on feveral accounts, unfit to be 
exhibited on the modern Stage ; that the Fable,* in* 
fiead of being raifed on probable incidents in real 
litfe, is generally built on fome foreign Novel, and 
Stttended with Romantick Circumftances ; that the 
Condu£b of thefe Extravagant Stories is frequently 
uncouth, and infinitely ofFenfive to that Dramatick 
corrednefs prefcribed by late Criticks, and prac- 
tifcd, as they pretend, by the French Writers 5 and 
thatthe Chara£Urs, exhibited in our Old Plays, can 
bave no.pleafing effed on a. modern Audience, as 
they are fo totally different from the manners of the 
prefent age. 

Thefe, and fuch as thefe, might once have ap« 

*^^red reafonable objedions : but You, Sir, of all 

peribns, can urge them with the leaft grace, fince 

yoilr iPradice has fo fully prpve4 their infufficiency. 

Your Experience muft have taught you, that when 

a Piece has any ftriking Beauties^ they will cover a 

multitude of Inaccuracies \ ;md that a Flay need not 

be written on the fevereft plan, .to pleafe in the re-r 

prefehtation* The mind is fooA familiarized to Ir« 
' r regularities. 
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regularities, which do not: fin agaihft the Truth of 
Nature, but are merely Violations of that ftriS Dc- 
eorum' of late lb earneftly infifted on. What patient 
Speftators are we of the Inconfiftencies that confef- 
fedly prevail in our darling Shakefpeare ! What 
critical Catcall ever proclaimed the indecency of in- 
troducing the Stocks in the Tragedy of Lear i How 
quietly do we fee Glofter take his imaginary Leap 
from Dover Cliff! Or to give a ftronger iriftaAce of 
Patience, with what a Philofophical Calmnefs do 
the audience dofe over the tedious, and unintereft- 
ing, Love-Scenes, with which the bungling hand of 
Tate has coarfely pieced and patched that rich 
Work of Shakefpeare! — To inftance further from 
Shakefpeare himfelf, the Grave-diggfers in Hamlet 
(not to mention Polonius) are not only endured, 
but applauded ; the very Nurfe in Romeo and Ju- 
liet is allowed to be Nature; the Tranfaftions of a 
whole Hiftory are, without offence, begun and com- 
pleated in lefs than three hours ; and we are agree- 
ably wafted by the Chorus, or oftener without fo 
much ceremony, from one end of the world to an- 
othci • 

It is very true, that it was the general Prafiice of 
our old Writers, to found their Pieces on fome fo- 
reign Novel; and it fccmed to be their chief aim to 

Vol. if, I take 
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take the ftory, as it ftood^ with all its' appendaAt 
incidents of every complediony and throw it into 
Scenes. This method was, tobefure, rather inar- 
tificial, as it at once overloaded and embarrafiied the 
fable, leaving it deftitute of that beautiful Drama- 
tick Connexion, which enables the mind to take in 
all its Circumftances with Facility and Delight. But 
I am ftitl in doubt, whether many Writers, who come 
nearer to our own times, have much mended the 
matter. What with their Plots, and Double-Plots, 
and Counter- Plots, and Under-Plots, the Mind is as 
much perplexed to piece out the ftory, as to put to- 
gether the disjointed Parts of our Ancient Drama. 
The Comedies of Congreve haVe, in my mind, as 
little to boaft of accuracy in their conftru£Uoo, as 
t)ie Plays of Shakefpeare ; nay, perhaps, it might be 
proved that, amidft the moft open violation of the 
lefler critical Unities, one Point is more^fieadily 
purfued, one Charader more uniformly ihewn, and 
one grand Purpofe of the Fable moit evidently ac- 
complilhed in the produdions of Shakefpeare than 
ef Congreve. 

ThefeFables (it may be further objeded) founded 
on romantick Novels, are unpardonably wild and 
extravagant in their Circumftances, and exhibit too 

little even of the Manners of the Age in whic)) they 

were 
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were written. The Phjs too are in them- 
felves a kind ot heterogeneous compofition^ 
fcarce any of them being, ftri^y fpeaking, a Tra- 
gedy. Comedy, or evenTragi-Comedy, butrathte 
an indigefted jumble of every fpecies thrown 
together. 

This charge muft be confeflcd to be true : but 
upon examination it will, perhaps, be found of lels 
confequence than is generally imagined. Thde 
Dramatick Tales, for fo we may beft ftile fuch 
Plays, have often occafioned much pleafure to the 
Reader and SpeAator, which could not poffibly 
have been conveyed to them by any other vehicle. 
Many an interefting Story, which, from the diver- 
fity of its circumftances, cannot be r^ularly re- 
duced either to Tragedy.^or Comedy, yet abounds 
with Character, and contains feveral affe^ng fiti»» 
ations : and why fuch a Story fhould lofe its force, 
dramatically related and affifted by reprefentation, 
when it pleafes, under the colder form of a Novel, 
is difficult to conceive. Experience has proved the 
ttk&of fuchiidions on our minds; and convinced 
us, that the Thea|re is not that barren ground, 
wherein the Plants of Imagination will not floiirifh; . 
The Tempeft, The Midfummer Night's Dream, 
The Merchant of Venice, As you like it. Twelfth 

I 2 Night, 
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Night, The Faithful Shepherdcfs ' of Fletcfief, 
(with a much longer lift that might be added from 
Shakefpeare, Beaumont and Fletcher, and their co- 
ntemporaries, or immediate fucceflbrs) have moft of 
them, within all our memories, been ranked among 
the moft popular Entertainments of the Stage. Yet 
none of the(e can be denominated Tragedy, Come- 
dy, or Tragi •Comedy. The Play Bills, i have 
cbferved,' caiitioufly ftile them Plays: and Plays 
indeed they are, truly fuch, if it be the end of 
Flays to delight and inftruA, to captivate at 
once the Ear, the Eye, and the Mind, by Situa- 
tions forcibly conceived, and Charaders truly 
deliiieated. 

' There is one circumftance in Dfamatick Poetry, 
which, I think, the chaftifed notions of our modern 
Griticks do not permit them fufficiently to confider. 
Dramatick Nature is of a nnore large and -Hberal 
quality than they are willing to allow. It does not 
confift merely in the reprefeiitation of real Chirac* 
ters, Charafters acknowledged to abound in com* 
mon life J but may be extended alfo to the exhi- 
bition of imaginary Beings. To create, is to be a 
Poet indeed ; to draw down Beings from another 
fphere, and endue them with fuitablc PafEons, Af- 

fedlions, Difpofitions, allotting therii at the fame 

time 
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time proper employment; ".tQJbody forth, by tbt 
Ppwers of Imagination, the forms of things un- 
known, and to give to airy Nothing a local Hablf- 
tation and a Name/' furely requires a Genius for 
the Drama equal, if not fuperior, to the delineation 
of perfonages, in the ordinary courfe of Nature. 
3hakefpeare, in particular, is univerfally acknow«> 
Iqdged; never to have foared fo far above the reach 
of all. other. writers, as in thofe inftances, where 
h(S Teems purpofely to have tranfgrefled tbe.Laws of 
Criti^ifm. ^\ He^ppe^rs to have difdained to put his 
Free Soul into circumfipription and confine,'' which 
d^niedjhis (extraordinary talents their f^U pl^ys nor 
gave fcope to the Boundl,efnefs of his Imagination* 
His Witches* Ghofis, Fairies, and other Imagi- 
nary Beings, fcattered through his plays^ are fo 
many glaring violations of the commpn table of 
Dramatick Laws. Wh^t then fliall we fey? Shall 
we confefs their Force and Power over the Soul, 
(ball we allow them to be Beauties of the mod ex- 
quiHte kind, and yet infift on their being expunged ? 
And why ? except it be to reduce the Flights of an 
exaltedGenius, by fixing the Standard of Excellence 
on thepradlice of Inferior Writers, who wan ted parts 
JO execute fuch great defigns; or to accommodate 

I 3 them 
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tiiem io the narrow idtei of fmall Criticks, 
who want fouls large enough to comprehend 
chem? 

Our Old Writers thought no perfonage whatever, 
unworthy a place in the Dratnai to which they 
could annex what may be called a Seity; that is, 
to which they could allot Manners and Employ* 
ment peculiar to itfelf. The fevereft of the An- 
tients cannot be more eminent for theconftantPre- 
fervation of ITniformi ty of Cbarader, than Shake* 
fpfearej and Shakefpeare^ in no inftance, fupports 
his Charaders with more exadnefSj, than in the 
condud of his Ideal Beings. The Ghoft in Ham- 
let is a fliining proof of this excellence. 

But) in confequence of the cufiom of tracing the 
Events of a Play minutely from a Novel, the au-- 
thors were fometimes led to reprcfent a mere human 
creature in circumflances not quite confdnant to 
Nature, of adifpofition rather wild and extravagant, 
and in both cafes more efpecially repugnant to mo* 
dern ideas. This indeed required particular indul- 
gence from the fpe£lator, but it was an indulgence, 
which feldom mified of being amply repaid. Let 
the writer but once be allowed, as a neceflary Da-- 
tuniy the poi&bility of any Character's being placed 

in 
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in fach a fitoation, or pofleft of fo peculiar a turn 
of mindy the behaviour of the Chara&er is per- 
ftStly natmraL Shakefpeare, though the Child of 
Fancjr, leldom or never dreft up a common mortal 
in any other dian the modeft drefs of Nature : 
But many fiiimng Charaders in the Plays of Beau- 
mont and Fletcher are not fo well grounded on the 
Principles of the human Heart ; and yet^ as they 
were fupported by Spirit9 they were received with 
Applaufe. Shjhck^s Contra£t, with the Penalty of 
the Pound of Fldh, though not Shakefpeare's own 
ii^on, Is perhaps rather improbable ; at leaft it 
would not be regarded as a happy Dramatick Inci- 
dent in a modern Play ; and yet« having once taken 
it for granted, how beautifully, nay, how naturally, 
is the Charader fuftained ! — Even this objedion 
therefore, of a deviation from Nature, great as it 
may feem, will be found a plea infufficient to ex- 
cufe the total exclufion of our antient Dramatifts 
from the Theatre. Shakefpeare, you will readily 
allow, poffeft Beauties more than neceffary to re- 
deem his Faults; Beauties, that excite our admiral 
tion, a^ obliterate his errors. True, but did n^ 
portion of that Divine Spirit fall to the fhare of our 
other old Writers ? And can their works be fup- 

,14. fxam^ 
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prefled, or poncealed, withoyt injufticc to theif 
merit ? 

One of the beftand moftplcafing Plays inMaffinr 
ger, and which, we are told, was originally received 
with general approbation, is called^ The Pi^ure^ 
The fi6tion, whence it takes its title, and on which 
the ftofy of the Play is grounded, may be colledled 
from the following {hort fcene. Mathias, a gen- 
tleman of Bohemia, having taken an aiFe6ling leave 
of his wife Sophia, with a refolution of ferving i(X 
the King of Hungary's army againft the Turks, is 

left alone on the ftage, and the play goes on, as 

follows : • 

Math. I am ftrangely troubled : Yet why fliould I 
nourifh 
A fiiry here, and with imagined food ? 
Having no real grounds on which to raifc 
A building of fufpicion fhe ever was. 
Or can be falfe hereafter ^ I in this 
But fooliflily inquire the knowledge of 
A future forrow, which, if I find out. 
My prefent ignorance were a cheap purchafe, 
: Though with my lofs of being. I have already 
Pealt with a friend of mine, a general fcholar. 
One deeply read in Nature's hidden fecrets. 
And (though with much unwillingnefs) have wonhimji 
To do as piuch as art can to refolvq me. 
My fate that follows— To my wiih he's come. Enter 
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Enter Bap^fta, 

Julio Baptifla, now I may affirm 
Your promife and performance walk together ; 
And^herefbre, without circumftance, to the pointy 
Inftruft me what I am. 

Bapt. I could wifh you had 
Made trial of my love fome other way. 

Math, Nay» this is from the purpofe. 

Bapt. If you can. 
Proportion your deiire to any mean^ 
I do pronounce you happy : I have founds 
By certain rules of art, your matchlefs wife 
Is to this prefent hour from all pollutioa 
Free and untainted. 

Math. Good. 

Bapt, In seaibn there£)re 
you fhould fix here, and make no farther fearpl^ 
Of what may fall hereafter. 

Math. OBaptifla! 
'Tis not in me to mailer fo my paifions ; 
I muft know farther, or you have made good 
But half your promife^ — ^While my love ft)od by. 
Holding her upright, and my prcfence was 
A watch upon her, her defires being met too 
With equal ardour from me, what one proof 
Could (he give of her conftancy, being untempted J 
But when I am abfentj and my cqming back 

Uncertain, 
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Uncertain^ and thofe wanton heats in women 
Not to be quenched by lawful means, and ihe 
The Mdate difpofer of herfeif. 
Without controQl or curb ; nay more, invited 
By opportunity and all ftrong temptations^ 
If then flxe holdout— 

Baft. As no doubt ihe will. 

Math. Thofe doubts muft be made certainties, 
Baptifta, 
By your afiurance, or your boailed art 
Deferves no admiration. How you trifle 
And play with my aiili&ion ! I'm oi^ 
The Rack, till you confirm me. 

Baft* Sure, Mathias, 
I am no God, nor can I dive into 
Her hidden thoughts, or know what her intents are ; 
That is deny'd to art, and kept concealed 
£*en from the devils themfelves : They can but guefsj 
Out of long obfervation, what is likely; 
But pofitively to fortell that this ihall be. 
You may conclude impoffible ; all I can, 
I will do for you. When you are diflant from her 
A thoufand leagues, as if you then w«re with her« 
You (hall know truly when ihe is foilicited« 
And how far wrought on. 

Math. 1 defire no morCt 

Baft. Take then this little model of Sophia, 
With more than human ikill limn'd to the life ; 
Each line and lineament of it in the drawing 

r 3 So 
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80 ponSaally obfervM^ that, had it motion. 
In fo much 'tvi^re herfi^lf* 

Math. It is, indeed. 
An admirable piece; but if it have not 
Some hidden virtue that I cannot guefs at. 
In what can i^ advantage me ? 

Bapt. rU inHrud you. 
Carry it ftill about you, and as oft 
As you deiire to know how fhe's affeded. 
With curious eyes perufe it : While it keeps 
The figure it now has, entire and perfect. 
She is not only innocent in fad. 
But unattempted ; but if once It vary 
From the true form, and what's now white and red 
Incline to yellow, reft moil: confident 
She's with all violence courted, but unconquer'd. 
^Bnt if it turn all black, 'tis an aflTurance 
The fort, by compofition or furprize. 
Is forc'd» or with her free confen^, furrender'd. 

Nothing can be more fantaftick, or more in the 
extravagant ftraln of the Italian Novels, than this 
Fidion : And yet the Play raifed on it is extremely 
beautiful, abounds with afFe£ting Situations, true 
Character, and a faithful Reprefentation of Nature. 
The ftory^, thus opened, proceeds as follovi^s : Ma* 
thias departs, accompanied by his friend^ and ferves 

as 
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as a volunteer in the Hungarian army s^ainft the 
Turks. A complete viftory being obtained, chiefly 
by means of his valour, he is brought by the Ge- 
neral to the Hungarian court, where he not only re- 
ceives many honours from the King, but captivates 
the heart of .the Queen ; whofe pai&on is not fo 
much excited by his known valour, or perfonal at- 
tra£tions, as by his avowed conftancy to his wife, 
and his firm afTurance of her reciprocal affecSlion 
and fidelity to him. Thefe circumftances touch the 
pride, and raife the envy of the Queen. She re- 
folves therefore to deftroy his conjugal faith by 
giving up her own, 2^i determine? to mz^ke him a 
defperate offer of her perfon ; and, at the fame time 
under pretence of notice of Mathias's being detained 
for a month at Court, fbe difpatches two young 
noblemen to tempt the virtue of Sophia. Thefe 
incidents occafion feveral afFeiSting Scenes bQth 
on the part of the Hufband and Wife. Mathias 
(not with an unnatural and untheatrical Stpjfm, 
but with the liveliefl Senfibility) nobly withflands 
the temptations of the Queen. Sophia, though 
moft virtuoufly attached to her hufband, becomes 
uneafy at tl^e feigned flories which the young lord.s 
recount to her of his various gallantries at court, 

1 and 
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and in a fifc of jealoufy, rage, and refentment, 
makes a momentry refolution to give up her ho- 
nour.' While file is fuppofed to be yet under the 
dominion of this refolution, occurs the following 
Scene betweeh the Hun)and and his Friend. 

M A T H I A S /i»^ B A P T I S T A, 

Bapt, We are in a defperate ftraight ; there^s no 
evafion. 
Nor hope left to come off, but by your yielding 
To the n^ceffity ; you muft feign a grant 

To her violent paffion, or 

. Math. What, ifiy Baptifta ? 

Bapt, We are but dead elfe. 

Matbm Were the fwordnow heaved up. 
And my neck upon the block, I would not buy 
An hour's reprieve with the lofs of Faith and Virtue, 
To be made immortal here. Art thou a fcholar. 
Nay, almoft without a parallel, and yet; fear 
To die, which is inevitable ? You may urge 
The many years that by the courfe of nature 
We may travel in this tedious pilgrimage. 
And. hold it as a blefiing, as it is. 
When innocence is our guide ; yet know, Baptifta, i 
Our virtues are preferred before our years. 
By the Great Judge.' To die untainted in 
Our fame and reputation is the greateft ; 

♦ And 
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And to lofe that> can we deilre to live ? 

Or fhall r^ for a momentary pleafurc^ 

Which foon comes to a period, to all times 

Have breach of faith and perjiuy remembered 

In a ftill living epitaph i No> Baptifta, 

Since my Sophia will go to her grave 

Unfpotted in her faith, I'll ibllow her 

With equal loyalty : Bat look on this. 

Your own great work, your maftert-piece, and then 

She being flill the fame, teach me to alter. 

Ha ! fare I do not deep I Or, if I dream, 

[The piQure altered. 
This is a terrible vi£on ! I will clear 
My eyefight, perhaps melancholy makes me 
See that which is not. 

Bapt. It is too apparent. 
I grieve to look npon't n beiides the yellow, 
Tlut does afiure fhe's tempted, there are lines 
Of a dark colour, that diiperfe themfelves 
O'er every miniature of her face, and thofe 
Confir m 

Math, She lis turn'il whore. 

Bapt^ I muft not fay fo. 
Yet as a friend to truth, if you will have me 
Interpret it, in her confent, and wiihes 
She's falfe, but not in faft yet. 

Math. Fad I Baptifta ? 

Make 
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Make not yoorfelf a pander to her looieacfs^ 

In labouring to palliate what a vizard 

Of impudence cannot cover. Did e'er woman 

In her will decline from chaftity, but found me^ns 

To give her hot luft full fcope ? It U more 

Poffible in nature for grefs bodies 

Defcending of themfelves, to hang in air^ 

Or with my fingle arm to underprop 

A falling tower ; nay, in its violent courfe 

To Hop the lightfning, than to flay a woman 

Hurried by thofe two furies^ Luft and Falihood> 

In her full career to wickednefs« 

Baft. Pray you temper 
The violence cf your paifion. 

Math. In extremes 

Of this condition, can it be in man 

To ufe a moderation ? I am thrown 

From a fteep rock headlong into a gulph 

Of mifery, and find myfelf paft hope. 

In the fame moment that I apprehend 

That I am falling. And this, the figure of 

My idol, few hours fince, while fhe continued 

In her perfedion, that was late a mirror,, 

In which I faw miraculous ihapes of duty. 

Staid manners, with all excellency a hufband 

Could wifh in achafte wife, is on the fudden 

Turn'd to a magical glafs, and does prefent 

Nothing but horns and horror. 

Baft, 



n8 P R O 3 E O N 

BafK You may yet. 
(And 'tis the beft foundation) build up comfort 
On your own goodnefs. 

Math. No, that hath undone me> 
For now I hold my temperance a iin 
Worfe than excefs, and what was a vice a virtue* 
Have r refus'd a queen, and fuch a queen 
(Whofe ravilhing beauties at the fifll fight had tempted 
A hermit from his beads, and chang'd his prayers 
To amorous fonnets) to preferve my faith 
Inviolate to thee, with the hazard of 
My death with torture, iince (he could inflid 
No lefs for my contempt, and have I met 
Such a return from thee ? I will not curfe thee« 
Nor for thy fdfhood rail againft the fex ; 
*Tis poor, and common ; TU only with wife men 
Whifper unto myfelf, howe'er they feem. 
Nor prefent, nor paft times, nor the age to come 
Hath heretofore, can now, or ever fhaU 
Produce one conllant woman. 

Bapt, This is more 
Than the fatyrifts wrote againft 'em. 

Math. There's no language 
That can exprefs the poifon of thefe afpicks, 
Thefe weeping crocodiles, and all too little - 
That hath been faid againft 'em. But Til mould 
My thoughts into another form> and if 

She 
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iShe can outlive the report of what I have done. 
This liand, when next fhe comes within my reach ji 
Shall be her Executioner. 

The fiAion of the Picture being firft allowed, 
the moft rigid Critick will, I doubt hot, confefs, 
that the workings of the human heart are accu- 
rately fet down in the above fcene. The play is 
not Without many others, equally excellent, both 
before and after it ; nor in thofe days, when the 
Power of Magick was fo generally belieyed, that 
the fevereft laws were folemnly ena<^d againft 
Witcfaes and Witchcraft, was the fiflion fo bold 
and extravagant, as it may Teem at prefent. Hoping 
that the reader may, by this time, be fome- 
lybat reconciled to. the ftory, or even interefted ia 
it, I will venture to fubjoin to the long extrafis 
I have already made from this play one more 
fpeech, where the Picture is mentioned very beau* 
tifully. Mathias addrelfes himfelf to the Queen ia 
thcfe words. 

Math, To flip once 
Is incident, dnd excus'd by human frailty ; 
But to fall ever, damnable. We were both 
Guilty, I grant, in tendering our affedion^ 
But, as I hope you will do, I repented* 
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Whenwearegrownuptoripenefs, oar life ia 

Iiike to Ithis Piftare* While we ran 
A conftant race in goodnefs^ it retains 
The juft proportion* Sttt-thejoumey-beiiig 
Tedioosy and fweet temptations in the way^ 
That may in fome degree divert U8 from 
The road that we put forth in« e'er we end 
OuV pilgrimage, it may« like this, turn yelloWj 
Oi^ be with'bla&nefs clotoded. But when we 

* ^Fihd'wcf have gone aftfay, ^ndlaboor to 
'Ketinrn ixhto (kir never^failiiig guide 

' ¥!ftue,^nti^tion (with tinfei^ed tears, 
Thii fpocfr of vkj» wafli^d4)r } W^ foon reftore it 
^T^ttkc utm 'pfufenw 4 

^^e feveral paflages wiU, I hope^ be thought by 
the judicious Header to be written in the frtt vein 
of a trife Poet, as welt as by the exa£l band of -a 
faithful JDiTciple of Nature. If any of the above 
arguments^ or, rather, the uncommon excellence of 
the greatWriters themfelves, can induce tbeCritick 
to allow the ExcurCons of Fanqy on the Theatre, 
let him not fuppofe that be is^liere-advifiNl to fub* 
mit to thb'F^ffteifiofl of VfimtCj or to admire thofe 
who ovei^le^pWl! chMeft'bottilds, ti^ich flte has pre- 
icribed td the Draiha. I will agtee with him, that 
Plays, wherem tb^'tmtb of Dram'aticlc Charader 

IS 
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is vipUtedy can convey, neither Ipftrudipn nor De- 
light. Shal^efpeare, Jonfpn^ Beaumont and Flet^her^ 

. .Maipng^r,j^c. are guil^ty^of no fuch Tiolation. In- 
deed the heroick nonfenfe, whi^b overruns the 
Tbciaj^rifal Produaiws pf Prydeif*, Howard, and 

. ijie otl:\er ilhiftrious Prototypes of .Bayes in the Re« 

.. bearfal|..]xii,ift naufeate the moft indulgent fpoSator* 
The tempoi^ary rage of falfe tafte may perhaps betray 

. the iniodicious into a fooliih admiration of fiich 
extravagance for a, Abort period : But how w/^ thefe 

..Plays Hand, the blunt of critical indignation, wheA 
the perfpnages of the JDrama are found to refemble 
no chara^er in nature, except, perhaps^ t|^edU« 

. i)rdered;inbal}itai\ts of Bedlam } 

■^ Nobody can have a truer tiineradoii /or the Poedcal Ccnitif of 

. ^f/iinr^.tiiaji tite Woter of tl^fe Kea«^bjif V but furely that Geniui 

. it no where fo mach obfcured, notwithftanding fome tranfient gieatfit^ 

as in hit Pjayt \ of which he had faimfeif no great opinion, £nce the 

only plea he eter urged in their fayour, was> that the town had ever 

lecetTed with applaufe Plays efuallf hud, Nothingt perhaps, but the 

iiotiott of .Heroick PJays^ covU have carried the immediate fucj^eflbrt 

to the Old Clafs of Writers into fuch ridicuious conCradi^bns to na« 

ture* Tnat I may not appear fingular in my opinion of DryinCt 

PramatickPieces, I moft beg lea^ire to refer the Reader to ri&ir k^mh* 

. Ur, No. »5i where that judicioiisWriter hae prodti^ divert inibaeei 

from Dryden't ?\v/t,/iiff(iiit (to uTe tki Rmhl^^»MmiLlajX^9^) t$ 

awskin the mofi torpid rlfi^ilitji* 
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If thefn it muft be confelTed, both from reafcJn 
znd experience, that we cannot only endure, but 
attend with pleafure to Plajrs, which are almoft 
merely Dratnatick Reprefentations of romantick 
Novels ; it will furely be a further inducement to 
recur to the works of our Old Writers, when we 
Und among them many pieces written on a feverer 
plan; a plan more accommodated to real life, and 
approaching more nearly to the modern ufage. The 
Merry Wives of Windfor, of Shakefpeare j the Fox, 
the Alchymift, the Silent Woman, Every Man in his 
Humour, of Jonfom ; thcNewWay to pay Old Debts, 
the City Madam, of MaiHnger, &c. &c. all urge 
their claim for a rank in the ordinary courfe of 
our Winter-Evening Entertainments^ not . only 
clear of every objeAion made to the above*mention« 
ed fpecies of Dramatick Compofition, but adhering 
more ftridly to ancient rujes, than moft of our later 
comedies. 

In point of charaA'er (perhaps the moft eflTential 
part of the Drama) our Old Writers far tranfcend 
the Moderns* It is -furely needlefs, in fupport of 
thit bpinidh, to recite a long lift of names, when 
the memory of every readtf muft fuggeft them to 
himfelf. The manners of many of them, it is true, 

do 
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4o not |irevail at prefent. What then ? Is it dif- 
pleafing or uninftru£tive to fee the manners of a for- 
mer age pafs in review before us i Or is the mind 
undelighted at repealling the CharaSers of our An- 
ceftors, while the eye is cpnfeiTedly gratified at the 
fight of the Actors dreft in thejr Antique Habits i 
IVIoreover^ Fafliipn and Cuftom are fp perpetually 
0u&uating, that it muft be a very accurate piece ia- 
^eed) and one quite new and warm from the anvil, 
that catches the Damon or Cynthia of this minute* 
$ome Flays of our lateft and moft faihionable Au^ 
thors are grown as obfolete in this particular, as 
thofe of the firft Writers $ and it may wjdi fi^fety b^ 
affirmed, that Bobadil is not more remote from mo* 
dern Chara&er, than the ever-admifcd an^ every- 
where-to-be-met-with Lord Foppingtoi^. It may, 
alfo, be further conCdered, that moil of the bed 
Chara£i:ers in our old Plays are not merely fugitive 
and temporary. They are not the fuclden growth 
of yefterday or to-day, fure of fading or withering 
to-morrow ; but they were the delight of paft ages, 
iftill continue the admiration of the prefent« and (ta 
afe the language of true Poetry) 

■To ages yet iinborn appeal* 
And lateft times th* eternal Nature feeL 

Lloyd's Actor. 

K 3 ' There 
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There is one circuinftaHee pecali«r to the Dn*^ 
mttlck Tales, ahd to nisdiy <ot the more regular Co-r 
niedies of our bid Wricers, of which it is too little 

• • • 

to fay^ that it demands ho a^logy. It ddferves the 
litgAeft coihiiiehdatibn | iihce it hatb'beeh the nieahi 
of introducing' the moil capital beauties into their 
compofitions, while the faiiie fpecies of excellence 
could not poffibly enter in^o thofe of a later period^ 
I mean the poetical fiile of their dialogue. Moff 
nations,. except our own, have imagined mere profe^ 
Which, With Moliere's Bourgeois Gintilhomnu^ the 
ifieanefl: of us have talked' from our cradle, too little 
elfcVated for the language' o]f thfe Theatre. Oui^ 
neighbours the French, at this day wri^e moft of 
their Plays, Comedies as well as Tragedies, in 
ihyme; a Gothick pradicei which our own ftage 
once admitted, but long ago wifely rejected. The 
Grecian lambick was more happily conceived in th9 
true Ipirit of that elegant and magnificent fimpli* 
city, which characterized the tafte of that nation. 
Such a meafure was well accommodated to the ex- 
preffions of the mind ; and though it refined indeed 
on nature, it did not contradidl it. In this, as 
well as in all other matters of litierature, the ulage 
ff Greete was religioully obfeTVed sit Rome, PlauliiSt 

in 
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in his richcft »em of humour, is numerous and po- 
etical. The Comedies of Terence, though ^e pas- 
not agree to read them after Biflio^ Hare, were evi- 
dently not written without regard to meafurej 
which is the invincible reafon, why all attempts to 
render them into downright profe have always 
prqved, and ever muft prove, unfucceftful i and if a 
faint effbrt, now under contemplation, to give a 
verfion of them in familiar blank verfe (after the 
manner of our Old Writers, but without a fervilc 
imitation of them; Ibould foil, it muft, I am confi- 
dent, be owing to the lamcnefs of the exec^tion. 
The EngUfli beroick meafure, or, as it is commonly 
called, blank verfe, is perhaps of a more happy 
■ conftruaion than even the Grecian larabick j ele- 
vated equally, but approaching nearer to the lan- 
guage of nature, and as well adapted to the expref- 
fion of ComickHumour, as to thePathos of Tragedy. 
The mere modem Critick, whofe idea of blank 
verfe is perhaps attached to that empty fwell of 
phrafeology, fo frequent in our late Tragedies, may 
confider thefe notions as' the effta of bigotry to our 
old authors, rather than the refult of impartial 
crit-cifm. Let fuch an one oarefidly read over the 
works of thofe writers, for whom I am an advo- 

K 4 «**«♦ 
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cate. There he will feldom or ever find that tu« 
moiur of blank verfe^ to which he has been fo much 
accuftomed. He will be furprifed with a familiar 
dignity, which, though it rifes fomewhat above or- 
dinary converfation, is rather an improvement than 
perverfion of it. He will foon \^t convinced that 
blank verfe is by no mens appropriated folely %q 
the buikin, ^uC that the hand of ^ mafter may 
mould it to whatever purpofes he pleafes ; and that 
in comedy it will not only admit humour, but 
heighten and embellilb it. Inftances might be pro* 
duced without number. It muft however be la- 
mented, that the modern Tragick Stile, free, in- 
deed, from the mad flights of Dryden, and' his co- 
temporaries,^ yet departs cquMy from nature. I am 
apt to think it is in great meafure owing to the al» 
moft total excluflon of blank verfe from all modern 
compofitions. Tragedy excepted. The common 
ufe of an elevated diftion in comedy, where the 
writer was often, of neceffity, put upon expreffing 
the moft ordinary matters, and where the fubjeft 
demanded him to paint the moft ridiculous emotions 
of the mind, was perhaps one of the chief caufes of 
ih2LteaJy vigour, fo confpicuous in the ftyle of the old 
tt^g^dies. Habituated to poetical dialogue in thofe 

com« 
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eompoiitions, wherein they were obliged to adhere 
more ftriftly to the fimplicity of the language of 
nature, the Poets learnt, in thofe of a more raifcd 
fpecies, not to depart from it too wantonly. They 
were well acquainted alfo with the force as well as 
elegance of their mother- tongue, and chofe to ufe 
fuch words as may be called natives of the lan- 
guage, rather than to harmonife their verfes, and 
agonife the audience with Latin terminations. 
Whether the refined ftyle of Addifon's Cato, and the 
flowing verfification of Rowe, firft occafioned this 
departure from ancient fimplicity, it is difficult to de- 
termine : But it is too true, that Southern was the 
laft of our Dramatick Writers, who was, in any dv*- 
gree, poiTeft of that magnificent plainnefs, which is 
the genuine drefs of nature ; though indeed the 
plays even of Rowe are more fimple in their flyle^ 
than thofe which have been pro4uced by his fuccef- 
fors* It muft not, however, be di^embled in this 
place, that the ftyle of our Old Writers is not with- 
out faults; that they were apt to give too much 
ipto conceits J that they often purfued an allegorical 
train of thought too far j and were fome times be- 
trayed into forced, unnatural, quaint, or gigantick 
cjcpreffibijs. Ip the works of Shakefpeare himfelf, 

/ every 
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every one of thefe errors may be found ; yet it ma^ 
be fafely aflerted^ that no other AuthoTi antient or 
modern^ has exprefled himfelf on fuch a variety of 
fubjedls with more eafe, and in a vein more truly 
poetical, unlefs, perhaps, we fliould except Homer : 
Of which, by the bye, the deepeft Critick, moA 
converfant with idioms and dialeds, is not quite a 
competent judge* 

I would not be underftood, by what I have here 
faid of Poetical Pialogue, to objeA to the uife of 
Profe, or to infinuate that our modern Comedies are 
the worfe for being written in that ftyle. It is 
enough for me, to have vindicated the ufe of a 
more elevated manner among our Old Writers. I 
am well aware that moft parts of Falftaff, Ford^ 
Benedick, Malvolio, &c» are written in profe; nor 
indeed would I counfel a modern Writer to attempt 
the ufe of Poetical Dialogue in a mere Comedy : A 
Diamatick Tale, indeed, chequered, like life it^ 
ielf, with yarious incidents, ludicrous and afFeSing, 
if written by a mafterly hand, and fomewhat more 
feverely than thofe abovementioned, would, I doubt 
not, ilill be received with candour and applaufe* 
The Publick would be agreeably furprifed with the 
fevivd of Poetry on the Theatre^ and the oppor« 

tunity 
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tunity of employing all the beft pcrfortaers, ferious 
^s well as coihlck, in one piece, would render it 
(till more likely to make a favourable impreflion on 
the audiehcer. Thei'e is a gentleman, not unequal 
tb fuch a'tdft, who vf^i once tempted to begin :| 
piece of this fort ; but, I fear, he has too much 
love of eafe ah4l* indolence, and too little ambitioa 
of literary fame, ever to complete it. 

But to cohclude : 

Have I, Sir, been wafting all this ink apd time 
;n vain? Or may it be hoped that you will extend 
fpHie of ttiat care to the reft of our Old Authors, 
which you have fo lopg beftowed on Shakefpeare, 
and which you have fo often layiihed on many a 
worfc Writer, than the moft inferior of thofe here 
fie'commended to you ? It is certainly your interell 
to give variety to the Publick Tafte, and to diver-r 
fify the colour of our Dram^tick Entertainments^ 
Encourage neW attempts ; but do juftice to the 
pld ! The Theatre is a wide field. Let not one ^ 
or two walks of it alone be beaten, but lay open 
the whole to the Excurfions of Genius! This^^ 
perhaps, might kindle a ipirit of originality in our 
Qiodem Writers for the Stage ; who might be tempte4 
tQ aim at more novelty in their compofitions, when 
the liberality pf the popular tafte rendered it lefs 

hazardous. 
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hazardous. That the narrowncfs of Theatrical 
Criticifoi might be enlarged, I have no doubt. Re- 
Rc&y for a moment, on the uncommon fuccefs of 
Romeo and Juliet^ and Every Man in his Humour ! 
and then tell jne, whether there are not many other 
Pieces of as antient a date, which, with the like 
proper curtailments and alterations, would produce 
the fame effed i Has an induftrious hand been aC 
the pains to fcratch up the dunghill of Dryden*s Am- 
phitryon for the few pearls that are buried in it, and 
(hall the rich treafures of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Jonfon and Mailinger, lie (as it were) in the ore, 
untouched and difregarded? . Reform your Lift of 
Plays ! In the name of Burbage^ Taylor, and Bet- 
terton, I conjure you to it I Let the veteran Criticks 
once more have the fatisfaflion of feeing The Maid's 
Tragedy, Philafter, King and no King, &c. on the 
Stage ! — Reftore Fletcher's Elder Brother to the 
rank unjuftly ufurped by Gibber's Love Makes a 
'Man ! and fince you have wifely defifted from giv- 
ing an annual afFront to the City by a£ting The 
London Cuckolds on Lord-Mayor*s Day, why will 
you not pay them a compliment, by.exhibiting The 
City Madam of Maffinger on the fame occafion i 

If after all, fir, thefe remonftances ihould .prove 
without effe£i, and the merit of thefe great Au- ' 
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thors Ihould plead with you in vain, I will here 
fairly turn my back upon you, and addrefs myfelf 
to the Lovers of Dramatick Compofitions in gene- 
ral. They, I am fure, will perufe thofe Works 
with pleafure in the clofet, though they lofe the 
fatisfadion of feeing them reprefented on the ftage : 
Nay, {hould they, together with you, concur in de- 
termining that fuch Pieces are unfit to be ^dled, 
you, as Well as they, will, I am confident, agree, 
that fuch Pieces are, at leaft. Very worthy to be 
read. There are many modern Compofitions, feen 
with delight at the Theatre, which ficken on the 
tafte in the perufal ; and thehonefl Country Gentle-* 
inrm, who'has not been prefent at the reprefentation^ 
wonders with what his London friends have been 
fo highly entertained, and is as much perplexed at 
the Town-manner of writing as Mr. Smith in The 
RehearfaU The Excellencies pf our Old Writers 
are, on the contrary, not confined to Time and 
Place, but always bear about them the Evidences 
of true Genius. 

Maffinger is perhaps the leaft known, but not the 
leaft meritorious of any of the old clafs of Writers. 
His Works declare him to bdno mean proficient in 
the fame fchool. He pofieiTes all the beauties and 

blcmiihes 



Hi i* ft d $, £ O N 

blemiflies common to the Writers. pf thai age. tie 
has, like the reft of them. In compliance with the 
Cuftom of the Timcs^ admitted Scenes of a lojfcr 
smd grofs natufe, whith might be omitted with no 
mote prejudice to the Fable, than the .^gffoppry in 
Venice Prefer ved. For his few faults he makes 
ample atonement. His Fables, are, moft of them af- 
fedling j hisChara<Slers well conceived^ and ftrppgjy 
fupported) and his Didion, flowing, various, e^le- 
gant, and tnanly. His two Plays, revived by Bet- 
terton. The Bondman, and the Roman AiSor^ are 
not, I think, among the number of the beft. The 
Duke of Milan, Tlie Renegadoi The Piaurc, 
The Fatal Dowry, The Maid of Honour, A 
New Way to pay Old Debts, The Unnatural 
Combat^ The Guardian, The City Madam, are 
each of them, in my mind, more excellent. He 
was a very popular Writer in his own jtimes, but 
fo unaccounta^bly, as well as unjuftly^ negleded at 
prefent, that the accurate Compilers of a Workj 
called. The Lives of the Poets, publifhed under the 
learned name of the late Mr. Theophilus Cibber, 
have not fo much as mentioned him. He is, how** 
ever, take him for all in all, ah Author, whofc 
Works the intelligent Reader will ptrufe with Ad- 
miration : And that 1 may not be fuppofed to with- 

3 draw 
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draw my plea for his admiffion to the modern 
Stage, I ihall conclude thefe Reflexions with one 
more Specimen of his Abilities ; fubmitting it to all 
Judges of Theatrical Exhibitions, whether the moft 
mafterly A^r would not here have an opportunity 
of difplaying his Powers to Advantaget 

The £xtra£l I mean to fubjoin is from the laft 
fcene of the firft ad of The Duke of Milan<— ^ 
Sforfa^ having efpoufed the caufe of the King oJF 
France againft the Emperor, on the, King's defeat, 
is advifed by a friend, 'to yield bimfelf up to the 
Emperor's difcretion« He confents to this mea- 
fure, but provides for his departure in the following 
manner. 

Sfir* ■ ■ ' Stay-youi Frandfeo. 
•^ Yon &e how things ftand mth me ? 

Fran, To my grief : 
And if the lofs of my poor life could be 
A iacrifice, to reftore them as they were» 
I willingly would lay it down. 

Sfor. I think fo ; 
• For I have ever found you true and thankful. 
Which makes me love the building I have rais'd^ 
In your advancement ; and repent no grace 
I have confer'd upon you : And, believe me. 
Though now I ihould repeat my favours to you. 

The 
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The titles I have given you, and the means . 
Suitable to your honours ; that I thought yoii 
Worthy my filler, and my family. 
And in my dukedom made you next myfelf ; 
It is not to upbraid you ; but to tell you 
I find you're worthy of them, in your love 
And fervice to me. 

Fran* Sir, I am your creature j 
And any Ihape that you would have me wear»^ 
I gladly will put on. 

Sfor* Thus, then, Francifco : 

I now am to deliver to your truft 

A weighty fecret, of fo (Irange a nature. 

And 'twill, I know, appear fo monftrous to you. 

That you will tremble in the execution^ 

As much as I am tortur'd to command it : 

For 'tis a deed fo horrid, that, but to hear it. 

Would firike into a ruffian fleih'd in murthers^ 

Or an obdurate hangman, foft compaflion; 

And yet, Francifco (of all men the deareft. 

And from me moft deferving) fuch my ftate 

And ftrange condition is, that thou alone 

Muft know the fatal fervice, and perform it. 

Fran, Thefe preparations, fir, to work aKlranger^ 

Or to one unacquainted with your bounties, 

I Might appear ufeful ; but, to me^ they are 

Ncedlefs impertinencies : Fox: I dare do 

Whate'er you dare command, 

Bfor* 
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Sfor. But thou muft fwear it. 
And put into thy oath, all joys, or torments 
That fright the wicked, or confirm the good : 
Not to conceal it only (Chat is nothing) 
But, whenfoe'er my will fliall fpeak, ftrike now ! 
To fall upon't like thunder. 

Fran. Minifter 
The oath in any way, or form you pleafcj 
I ftand refolv'd to take it. 

Sfor. Thou muH do, then^ 
What no benevolent ftar will dare to look on. 
It is fo wicked : For which, men will curfe the« 
For being the inflrument ; and the angels 
Forfake me at my need, for being the author ; 
For 'tis a deed of night, of night, Francifco, * 
In which the memory of all good adions. 
We can pretend to, fhall be buried quick : 
Or, if we be remember'd, it fhall be 
To fright pofterity. by our example. 
That have outgone all precedents of villains 
That were before us ; and fuch as fucceededi 
Though taught in hell's black fchool, ihall ne'er com« 



I near us. 



•Art thou not fhaken yet ! 

Fran. I grant you move mc > 
But to a man confirmed— 

S/or. I'll try your temper s 
What think you of my wife ? 
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Fran* As a thing facfed ; 

To whefe fair name and memorf I pay gladly 
Tlieie figas of datj. [Ktneh^ 

Sfir. Is fht not the abftraa 
Of all that's rat e^ or to he wifh^d in wottitn ? 

Jrtfff. It were a kind of blafphemy to dilute it i 
•—Bat tQ the purpofe, fir. 

^0r. Add to her goodnefsj 
Her tendemefs of me, her care to pleafe me» 
Her unfufpefied chaftity, ne'er eqaaU'd^ 
Her uKOOcente, her honoor^-O I am Idfl 
In the ocean of her virtaes^ add her graces^ 
When I think of them. 

jPrtrir. Now t find the en<l 
Of all your cxmjuratioiis : There's fome fertice 
To be done fisr this fweet ladjr. If ihe hare enemiea 
That (he woald have remov'd ■■ ^ >■, 

S/or. Alas! Fram^ico* 
Her greateft enemy is her greateft lorer; 
Yet^ in that hatred, her idolater. 
One falile of her^ would mdke a favage t^mie ; 
One accent of that tongHe weidd calm the feas. 
Though all the winds at once firove there lor empire.' 
Yet I, for whom fiie khbks ail thi& too litde. 
Should I mifcarry in this prefent journey, 
(From whence it is all numbtt* 10 a cypher, 
I ne'er return with honour) by thy haUEid 
Muft have her majrther 'd« 
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Ttan. MsrtherM !— She that lpvc8 to^ 
And id deferves to be bclov'd again ? 
And I, who fometimes you were pleasM to favour* 
Pick'd out the inftrument ? 

Bfor. Do not iiy off: 
What is decreed, can never be recalled* 
'Tis more than love to her, that marks her out 
A wiih'd companion to me, in both fortunes : 
And ftrong aifurauce of thy zealous faith. 
That gives up to thy truft a fecret, that 
Racks fhould not have forcM from me.— O Pranclfco^ 
There is no heav*n without her ; nor a hell. 

Where flie refides, I afic from her but Juftice, 
And what I would have paid to her, had ficknefs. 

Or any other accident, divorc'd 

Her purer foul from her unfpotled body. 

The ilavifh Indian princes, when they di^. 

Are chearfuUy attended to the £r6 

By the wife and flave, that living they lov'd befti 

To do them fervice in another world : 

N(ft: will I be lefs honoured, that love more. 

And therefore trifle not^ but in thy Ipoks 

Exprefs a ready purpofe to perform 

What I command ; or, by Maicdia^i bal, 

Thrs is thy lateft minute. 

J^ran. 'Tis not fear 
Of death, but love to you, makes me embrace it. 
But, for mine own fccurity, when 'tis donci 

I^« What 
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What warrant have I ? If you pleafe to fign oncy 
I (hall, though with unwillingnefs and horror. 
Perform your dreadful charge. 

Sfor. I will, Francifco : 
But ftill remember, that a prince's fecrets 
Arfcbalm, concealed; butpoifon, if difcover'd. 
I may come back ; then this is but a trial, . 
To purch^e thee, if it were poffible, 
A nearer place in my affeftion— but 
Iknowtheehoneft. 

Fran. 'Tis a character 
I will not part with. 

S/or. I m^y live to reward it, [Exeutftt 



fP5* fy ^ miftake at the Pre/s, owing h great meafure 
to the ahfence of the Author ivhile this part of the work 
<was printing, the running title of ^'Trok on feveral 
Occasions" intended only for the mifcellaneous Letters 
and Papers, has bien continued to thefe ** Critical Reflec- 
tions on our Old Sngliih Writers.'* 
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P R E F A C E 

TO THE WORKS OF 

BEAUMONT anp FLETCHER. 

/CONSIDERING th€ acknowledged «c«l- 
^^ leocc pf our Authors, loadJy^ajcknowl^getd 
hy the moft eminent of their contemporaries and 
fucceflbrs, it appears at firft fight rather W)0i}4^rfu), 
that in th^ fpac^ of a h^^dmi s^a4 fifty y«»r^» 
which hgfiTQ ^]fki fiAcxe tbs death of jtkitfo Poe<f , 
IIP jQpf^ tb^n three complete cditjpqs of ik^t 
Works have been pubjiflied j wp fay tfcr^, ^wfq 
the firft folio profeiZedly jnckd^d do ipor^ of thejr 
Play$^ than thofe which had npt before been fingjy 
printed in quarto. 

To what cavfes are we to attribute this ^Jm7ing 
difparity between the reputation of the W/iters, 
>i)d the publick demand for their produflions? 
Are libraries furnifhed with books, as apartments 
with furniture, according to the faihion ? or is it 
iicceffary, becaufe plays were originally written to 
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be a£ted, that they muft continue to be perpetually 
reprefented, or ceafe to ^e read ? 

Truth, we fear, obliges us to confefs that thcfe 
queftions muft, without much qualification, be 
anfwered in the affirmative. Shakefpeare, admira- 
ble as he is, certainly owes fome part of his prefent 
popularity, and the e;ftraordinary preference giv^ti 
to his plays beyond thofe of all our other dramatifts, 
to the mode adopted by the literary world to extol 
l}im. By the changes of fafhion, Nature and 
right reafon fometimes come into vogue ; but the 
multitude take them, like coin, becaufe they are in 
currency, while men of fenfe and letters alone 
appreciate them according to their intrinfick value, 
and receive merit, wherever they find it, as bul- 
lion, though it has not the ftamp of fafhion im- 
prefled on it. To fuch men, the genius of Shake- 
fpeare, inftead of obfcuring, illuftrates the kindred 
talents of Beaumont and Fletcher : Yet fuch men 
are but rare; and one of the moft acute and 
learned editors of Shakefpeare fpeaking of his own 
notes ^^ concerned in a critical explanation of the 
f< author's beauties and defers; but chfefly of his 
f < beauties, whether in ftile^ thought, fentiment, 

f* charafter. 



BEAUMONT, and FLETCHER. 153 

** charaSer, or compofition,*' adds, that ** the 
<* publick judgment hath Icfs need to be affifted in 
*' what it fhall rejeSt^ than in what it ought to 
** PRIZE : Nor is the value they fet upon a work, 
<' a certain proof that they underftand it. For it 
*' i$ ever feen^ that half a dozen voices of 
•• CREDIT GIVE THE LEAD, and if the public chance 
^^ to be in good humour ^ or the author much in their 
^^ favour^ THE people are sure to follow," 

To the popularity of a Dramatick Writer, no- 
thing more immediately contributes than the fre- 
quency of theatrical reprefentation. Common 
readers, like barren fpedators, know little more 
of an author than what the a£lor, not always his 
happieft commentator, prefents to them. Mutila- 
tions of Shakefpeare have been recited, and even 
quoted, as his genuine text; and many of his 
dramas, not in the courfe of exhibition, are by 
the multitude not honoured with a perufal. On 
the ftage, indeed, our Authors formerly took the 
lead, Dryden having informed us, that in his day 
two of their plays were performed to one of 
Shakefpeare. The ftage, however, owes its attrac- 
tion to the 2idiov as well as author ; and if the able 
performer will not contribute to give a polifli and 

L 4 brilliancj 
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brilliancy to the work, it will lie, like tbe rough 
Aamondy obfcured and difregarded. The artifts 
of fonner days worked tbe rich mine of Beaumont 
zod Pletcher; and Betterton, the Rofcius of his 
age^ enriched bis catalogue of characters frooa 
their Dramas^ as well as thoTe of Shakefpe2lre# 
Unfortunately for our Autfaors» the Rofcius of our 1 

day confined^ bis round of charadiers in oid plays^ 
too clofely to Shakefpeare. We may almoft fay 
of him indeed, in this re(ped, as Drydca Uys of 
Sbakefpeare's fcenes of magick» 

Within that circle none durft walk but he; 
fcttt furely we muft lament^ that thofe extraordinary' 
powers, which have fo lucceisfuily been exerted 
in the itkftration of Shakefpeare, and fometimes 
proftitttted to the fupport of tbe meaneft writers, 
Iboutd not more frequently hiiVe been employed 
to throw a light upon Beaumont and Fletcher, 
Their Plays, we will be bold to fay, have tbe fame 
excellencies, as well as the fame 4efe<3s, ea^^b 
perhaps in an inferior degree, with tbe Dramas of . 
their great mafter. Like his, they are builit on 
hiftories or novels, pxirfuing In the fame manner 
^ tbe ftory through its various circumfiances ; like 
liis, but not always witb equal truth and nature, 

tbeir cbara<3ers are bpldly drawn and warmly 
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coloured ; like his, tbeir dialogue, containing every 
beauty, of fiyle, and Jicentioufnefs of conftru&ion, 
is thick fown with moral f<^timents, interchanged 
with ludicrous and ferious, ribaldry and fublime, 
and fometimes enlivened with wit in a richer vein 
than even the immortal dramas of Shakefpeare* 
la Comedy, the criticks of their own days, and 
thofe immediately fucceeding, gave Beaumont 
and Fletcher the preference to Shakefpeare; and 
although the flow award of time has at length 
jufily decreed the fiiperior excellence of the glo- 
rious father of our drama beyond all further ap« 
peal, yet thefe his iiluftrious foi lowers ought not 
forely to be caft fo far behind him, as to fall into 
contemptuous negleiSl, while the moft carelefs works 
of Shakefpeare are ihidioufly brought forward* 
The Maid's Tragedy, King and No King, Love's 
Pilgrimage, Mbnfieur Thomas, £sfr. i^c. i^c, would 
hardly difgrace that ftage which has exhibited The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

Mr. Seward has employed great part of his Pre- 
face in citing fimilar paflages from Shakefpeare and 
our Authors, and though we do not entirely agree 
with him in the compariibns he has drawn,, we 
5;annot refift the temptation of adducing one in- 

fiance* 
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ftance, in our opinion, more to the advantage of 
our Authors than any mentioned in that Preface. 
It is the entire charafter of the boy Hengo, in 
the Tragedy of Bonduca; a character whch is, 
we think (taken altogether) better fuftained, and 
more beautifully natural and pathetick, than the 
Prince Arthur of Shakefpeare. The fcene in King 
John between Arthur and Hubert, excellent as it 
is, almoft pafles the bounds of pity and terror, and 
becomes horrible ; befides which, Shakefpeare, to 
whom ^' a quibble," as Dr. Johnfon fays, ** was 
*« the fatal Cleopatra for which he loft the world, 
«* and was content to lofe it," has enervated the 
dialogue with many frigid conceits, which he has, 
with more than ufual impropriety, put into the 
mouth of the innocent Arthur, while he is pleading 
moft affeftingly for mercy. 
As for example : 

*' — — ^Will you put out mine eyes ; 
Thefe eyes, that never did, nor never ihall^ 
So much as frown on you ? 

Hub, I've fworn to do it ; 
And with hot irons muft I burn them out, ' 

Arth. Ah, none but in this iron age txjouU do it! 
The iron of it/elf, tho* heat red hot. 

Approaching near thefe eyes, *would drink my tears. 

And 
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And quench its fiery indignation^ 
Even in the matter of mine innocence: 
Nay J after that, confume away in ruft. 
But for containing fire to harm mine eye* 
Are you more ftuhhorn'hard than hammered iron f 
Oh, if an angel ihould have come to me» 
And told me, Hubert (hoald pat out mine eyes> 
I would not have believ'd him; no tongue^ bat 
Hubert's.'' 

And again : 

** ■■ ■ .Go to ! hold your tongue ! 

Arth. Hubert, the utterance of a brace oftongue$ 
Muft needs want pleading for a pair of eyes : 
Let me not hold my tongue ; let me not, Hubert ! 
Or, Hubert, if you will, cut out my tongue 
So I may keep mine eyes. Oh, fpare mine eyes ; 
Tho' to no ufe, but ftiU to look on you ! 
Lo, by my troth, the inftrument is cold^ 
And would not harm pie. 

Hub, I can heat it, boy. 

Arth. No, in good footh ; the fire is dead ivith grief , 
Being create for comfort, to he us*d 
In undefer'v*d extremes : fee elfeyourfelf% 
There is no malice in this burning coal ; 
The breath of Heaven hath blown its fpirit out. 
And ftrew'd repentant aihes on its head. . 

Hub. But with my breath I can revive it, boy. 

Arth. 
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Arth« Andifytu d»^you nmUbut makM it hlmjbp 
And glow 'witbjkmmi rfyonr proaedings, HuBtrt : 
Nay, it, fercbauce, nnillfparklt iny§ur ey€s ; 
And, like a dog, tbmt is comfelPd tofigbt, 
, Snatch at bis majtmr tbat dQtb tarre bim §tf. 
All tbings, tbmt yw Jb0tdd mfr d0 mt wrangp 
Deny tbeir •fia : •ulyyou d» Uck 

^bat mtrey* nnbicb fitrce fire and inn extend. 
Creatures of note for mercy backing ufesJ* 

The Reader, we imagine, will concur in our di(« 
approbation of the paflkges printed ia Italicks. 
Between Caratach and Hengo we do not remember 
that a line occurs, affeded or unnatural ; and no- 
thing can be more exquifitely tender than the 
feveral fcenes between them. The whole play 
abounds with Dramatick and Poetick Excellence. 
Allowing, however, fifedj allowing, the ge- 
neral fuperioritjr of Shakefpeare to Beaumont and 
Fletcher (and indeed to all other poets. Homer per- 
haps only excepted) yet we cannot To far degrade 
our Authors,' as to reduce the moft excellent of 
their pieces to a level with the meaneft efFufions of 
Shakefpeare ; nor can we believe that there are not 
jnany of their long-negleded Dramas that might 
not> with very inconfiderabie variations^ be accom-^ 
modated to the tafle of a modern andience. The 
1 Publick 
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Publick bav« been long habkuated to Ae phrafe- 
oiogy of ShakefpeaFe, whofe language, in die 
fipittion of Drydan^ is a little obfelete in compari^ 
jfon of that of our Authors ; and irregularities of 
fable Kave been not only pardoned, but deifended^ 
When the great Englifh Ador, of whom we haw: 
been fpeaking, firft undertook the dire£tion of the 
ftage, his friend (the ptefent Laureat) boldly toli 
biin, 

A nation's tafte depends on you* 

The national tafte, under his happy inffuence^ 
acquired from day to day, from year to year, ai^ 
encreafed reliih for Shakefpeare; and it is almoft 
matter of amazement, as well as concern, that foh 
little of his attention vras direSed to thofe Dra* 
fnatick Writers, whofe poetical charader bore fo' 
gitat an affinity to the juft objeft of his admira*^ 
tion. A deceafed ador, of great merit, andftilt 
greater promife, very fuccefsfully opened his the- 
atrical career by appearing in the tragedy of 
I^llafter. At the fame time, the fame tragedy 
contributed not a little to the growing fame of one 
6r our principal at^reiTes. That play, the TwO' 
Noble Kinfmen, and fotne other pieces of Beau* 
mont and Fletcher, befides thofe we have already 

tttiimcrated, would undoubtedly become favourite 

entertaiaments ' 
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entertainments for the ilage, if the theatrical at" 
lents of the performers bore any kind of propor- 
tion to the dramatick, abilities of the writers* Since 
the directors of our theatres in fome fort hold the 
keys|of the Temple of Dramatick Fame, let them do 
honour to themfelves by throwing open their doors 
to Beaumont and Fletcher ! Seeing there are at 
prefent but fmall hopes of emulating the tran* 
fcendent ador, who fo long and fo eiFedually im-^ 
preiTed on oiir minds the excellence of Shake- 
fpeare, let them at leaft refcue their performers 
from an immediate comparifon, fo much to their 
difadvantage, by trying their force on the charac-* 
ters of our Authors ! , The Two Noble Kinfmen 
indeed has been afcribed (falfely, as we think) to 
Shakefpeare. ** The Two Noble Kinfmen, (fays 
*' Pope) if that play be his, as there goes a tradi- 
•* tion it was, and indeed it has little refemblance of 
** Fletcher^ and more of our author, than fome of 
«* thofe which have been received as genuine/* 
Unhappy Poets ! whofe very excellence is turned 
againft them. Shakefpeare's claim to any ihare in 
the Two Noble Kinfmen we have conlldered at 
the end of that piece, to which we refer the Reader. 
In this place we (hall only enter our proteft againft 

5 the 



BEAUMONT anp FLETCHER. i6i 

the authority of Pope, who appears to have felt 
bimfelf mortified apd qibamcd, when he^ " dif- 
«< charged the dull duty of an Editor," H<j fuc^ly 
mnO: be flowed to dtfchaxgc hU ^uty 'witlii re«- 
]udanc^,. ^nd moft pmbj^bly with n^le^t, whp 
fpea^3 of it in fuch terms* In bis ]^r^fac^ r^dee^ 
he has, with a moft mafterly band> draw^ th^ om^r 
Kneqf the ppptlcaj chf rader of Sbakefp/eare^ bi^ 
in that very Pi^^faice, by a ftr^^nge p^^^rCon c^f 
taftc» 1^ prppofes to tbraw out of the lift of Sha]^ 
fpei^re's P^fs The Winter's T^^kj which he con-^ 
fiders as fpurious I Oi^ no heater fouod^ti/oia, w/e 
think^ has he afl^ertedy that the play of ^he Two 
Noble Kinfinea kas little rffimhlav^i (f FUtcher* 
" There goes a tradition,^ that Qarih did mi wrife 
bis own Difpsn/ar^n ; ** there goes a tradition,*' that 
the admirable tranAator of Homer, like ShaJtefpeajie 
biiufelf, Ijad little Latin, and lefs Greek ; but what 
candid critick would countenance fuch a tradition ? 
And is fuch a vaj;uej blind, playhoufe tradition a 
fufficient warrant for one great poet to tear the 
laupel from the brows of another I 
The modern editors of Shakefpeare contemplate 

with admiration that indiffVr^ncc to future fam^, 

which fuftered hia tp hehotd with ui\€9oaiiiMn 

Vol. II, M apathy 
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apathy fome of his pieces incorrefily printed ddf- 
ing his life, without attempting to refcue thenl 
from the hands of barbarous editors, or preparing 
for pofterity a genuine colle£lion of his Works^ 
fupervifed and correded by himfelf. In our opinion9 
the Dedication and Preface of Heminge and Con- 
dell more than infiniiate the intention of Shake* 
fpeare, had he fuirvived, to have publifhed fuch 
a collection*. But, be that as it may, his fup- 
pofed cafeleflhefs concerning the fate of his pieces 
.after they had been repreftnted, is not fo v6ry 
iingular; many of the plays of Beaumont and 
Fletcher alfo having been inaccurately printed from 
ftolen copies during the lives of the Authors, and 
the remainder colleAed fotne years after their 
deaths, like the Works of Shakefpeare, by the 
players. Ben Jonfon appears to have been the only 

. dramatick 

* *< We hope, that they dtitliting htmi aAd he not having the 
**faie common with fome, to BeExequutor to his own writings^ &c.** 
iDeJscattpn 9/ Sbake^areU H^erks by Himinge andCondilU 

** It had been a thing, we confeiTe, worthy to have been wt(hci 

*' that the Author himfelf had livid to have fet forth^ and wver^ 

"feens hit own tprithgt] hvt^iut it hat han ordained othtrwife, and 

** he by death departed from that right, we pray you doe hot envy hit 

** frieodf, the oflkt of thdr care and paine, to have colleded end 

<« publiihed them.** 

{Prefase of Heminge and Coiideff* 
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dranatick Poet of that age, who paid any attention 
to the publication of his own Compofitions. 

The old quarto copies of Beaumont and Fletcher 
have comedown to us exadly in the fame ftate with 
the old quartos of Shakefpearet The printers of 
Xhok times not only copied, but multiplied the 
errors of the tranfcriber. An Editor, nay even a 
corre£tor of the prefs, feems to have been a charafter 
of which they had not the fmalleft conception. Even 
the title-pages appear to exhibit the very names of 
the Authors at random, fometimes announcing 
the play as the work of one Poet, fometimes of 
another, and fometimes as the joint production of 
both* A Bookfeller is fome where introduced as 
reprehending the faving ways of an Ode-wriur^ 
who, he fuppofed, merely to lengthen his work, 
would often put no more than three or four words 
into a line. The old printers feem to have con- 
ceived the fame idea of the parfimony of Poets, and 
therefore often without fcruple run verfe into profe, , 
not adverting to meafure or harmony, but folely 
governed by the dimenfions of the page, whether 
divided into columns, or carried all acrofs from one 

fcanty margin to another* Their orthography * is 

M 2 - fo 

* Ibeir orib^graphyy &c.} To tbit article our tnceftort ieom to 
luvc afforded very little attention i Ingenwti for ingumout^ thtr for 
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f(> generally vicious and uafrtileA, and their pant^ 
tuation fo toftall/ defefiivc, thadi the regulation of 
either rarely merits the triostpfat that have £b often 
been derived from it. On the whole, ho<MDevcr, 
thefe old copies of our Poets may by an intelligent 
Reader be perufed with fatisfaAion. The typo« 
giraphical errors are indeed gcofa aad numenoits ^ 
but their very number and groflhefs heeps the 
reader awake to the genuine text, and commonrjr 

readers! 

•Itar^ eexen for teufin, defirt for defart^ talents fot uhnh ^"i ftf tbMtf 
Sec. See* continually occur in the old books. Nor does there feem to 
have been any greater regard paidto proper names 3 one of Our Poets> 
for infttnce,we find C9lhdFleatcher,Fkcl^erf tnAF&tcber 3 and'theothery 
Mmmom, BiamouMtf and RioumdMU The sama of Skuke/jf^nre is fpelt 
at leaft a do^en w&ys« We are told, ia th« firft note on ibc Dtooclad 
of ^' an autograph of Sbaifpeare h^mfelf, whereby it appeared that 
" he fpelt his own name without the firft «.** Vet ev«n this aut9» 
grbfh ft not deciUve. JU the Rt;^ifter- book St Stratfbvd upon Avon, 
tht nama of the family ts regularly enteMd Shakfpsrt* In the P«et*ft 
own will) which now lies in the Prerogative-Office, Dodor'i Com* 
mqns, hit name is fpelt tbrze different ways. In the body 
of the will St is always written Shackfpereg This, however, may bo 
albribtd to tlve Lawyer. The will confiftt of three Aeets, the firft of 
which ial^ibly Aibfcrihe4 Skad^tni the two others Sbtk^tart, ft 
nuft be acknowledged that the hand- writinf* as wall as fltuation of 
the firft fignature, is different from that of the two following 3 but 
it appears extraordinary that a ftranger ihoold attempt to falfify a fig- 
naturei which it ufualJy afcribed to each ihcet iot the fake of giving 

authenticity 
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retiflers fuoh palpable inaccuracies hot prejudicial. 
The genuine work of the Author is there extant, 
though the Kncs are often, like a confufed multi- 
tude, Jiuddled on one another, and not marfhalled 
tind arrayed -by the difciplilie of a modern Editor. 

The Firft Folio, containing thirty-four .of our 
Author*s pieces, never till then -colIeSed or printe^, 
was publrflied by the Players, obvioufly tranfcribe^ 

M 3 from 

authenticity to fo folemn an inArumen^, ^nd is, therefore^ aVwajrt 
tjik^n to,be the hand-writing of the teftator. Mr. Garrick, how- 

c * 

CYer, had <in hit poiTeflion the kafe of a houfe formerly fituated 
in Black-Friarsy and but lately taken down on account of the ne^Nr 
Mdge, ^which belonged to that P«ftt. As a. party (o that leafe he 
figns^i« name Sbakfptan\ and the iirft (y liable of. hit name is now 
pronounced in his native county, Warwickfliire^ with the (hort a^ 
^hak- and not Shake/peart, On the other hand, it muft be confefTed, 
that the Viialeft of that couAtyis more pro riaclal than ciafltcaly 
»ad ^e'bvlkve thit-alltiie famUie9> wko'are now t known by the 
T««et*s aifkfe/both (ptW and, prooouncevlt ShiiffpMre | which indeeil 
Aems moft reconcilable to etimology, if etlmology be at all concern- 
cd info capricious a circumftance* Many of the quartos publilhed 
in his*Iife-tfme, not only followed this mode of fpeUing, butfeemed 
•nicely ^to «aik>tbe ^firaper >pionuaciati«ny by printing .kit name Iq 
the title p^e with a Hyphen between ihe (wo fyUablc's that compofe 
it, thttSf SHAK£^sPEAai. His cotempararyjonfooy aiweUasMil* 
too and Dryden his fuccelTorSi adhered to the fame orthography* 
£very thing, however -trivial, interefts an Englifli reader, from the 
relation - k. bears >to that <6i«at Poet ; 'Which4s the only .axcufe ¥ia 
)iay« «^ ofTer for fo Ijsng a note on a |»oiat of fo little importance* 
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from the prompter's books, commonly the . moft 
inaccurate and barbarous of all manufcripts, or 
made out piecemeal from the detached parts copied 
for the ufc of the performers. Hence it happens, 
that the ftage-direSion has fometimes crept into 
the text, and the name of the A£tor is now and 
then fubftituted for that of the Cbaraacr. The 
tranfcribers, knowing perhaps no Language per- 
fedly, corrupted all Languages; and vitiated the 
dialogue with falfe Latin, falfe French, falfe 
Italian, and falfe Spanifli ^ nay, as Pope fays of 
the old copies of Shakefpeare, ** their very Welch 
is falfe.'* 

The Players, however, notwithftanding the 
cenfure of Pope, " yet from Cibber fore," feem 
to have been, at leaft with regard to our Poets, 
as faithful and able editors as others of thac 
period. It is moft natural to fuppofe that the 
Playhoyfe Manufcript contained the real Work of 
the Author, though perhaps ignorantly copied, 
and accommodated to the life of the Theatre. A 
writer in his clofet often filently acquiefces in the 
excellence of a continued Declamation ; but if at 
any time the Audience, like Polonius, cry out 
V This is too long," fuch palTagcs are afterwards 
naturally curtailed or omitted in the reprefenta* 

tion i 
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tion; but the curious Reader, being \tk fajiidious 
** than the proud Spedlator" (for in fuch terms 
Horace fpeaks of the Spe£l^tor) is pleafed with the 
reftoration of thefe paffages in print, ** Players, 
fays Pope, ** are juft fuch judges of what is rights 
** ^s tailors are of what is ^r^c^/Ji/.** The com pari fon 
is more ludicrous and farcaftick than it is juft. The 
Poet himfelf, who makes the Cloaths, may rather 
be called the Tailor : ASors are at moft but the 
empty beaux that wear them, and the Spectators 
cenfure or admire them. A Tailor, however, if 
p]ayers muft be the Tailors, though not equal in 
fcience to a Statuary or an Anatomift, muft yet be 
conceived to have a more intimate knowledge of 
the human form than a Blackfmith or ai Capenter; 
and if many of the aftors know but little of the 
Drama, they would probably have known ftill lefs 
oPit, had they not been retainers to the ftage. 
Some Improvements, as well as Corruptions of 
the Drama, may undoubtedly be derived from 
the Theatre. Cibber, idle Cibber, wrote for the 
ftage with more fuccefs than Pope, ^fchylus, 
Sophocles, Plautus, and Terence, were foldiers 
and freedmenj Shakefpeare and Moliere wer9 
A6tors, 

M 4 The 
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The Second Folio contained the firft cofnplet^ 
colk6lion X)f the Worics of BeauiAontand Fletcher. 
Concernitig that edition we have nothing to add 
to what has been faid by other Editoi^. 

The 0£lavo Editors of 17I1 ftemed to tka at 
little more than ^printifrg our Authors' Ha|r9, 
and giving a coliedkm of <bctn more p<>rtable and 
conventent than the Folios, Their text^ h0wev«r, 
h more c6mjpt than that of etcher Che quartos or 
folios^ thie errors of which they religiouily pfc- 
ferved^ adding many vicious readings of their 
oWlv, (ome of which have been oombated in very 
loftg notes by their fucceflbrs. , 

In the year 174a, Theobald^ on the fucceft 
and reputation of his Shakefpeare^ projedled an 
edition of the Works of Benjonfon. What he 
had executed of it, fell into the hands of Mr. 
Whalley, and is inferted in that learned and in- 
genious gentleman's edition. At the fame time 
he exhibited prqpofals for 2^ publication of the 
Plays of Beaumont and Fletcher^ in which he' 
was afterwards afiifled by Mr. Seward and Mr, 
Sympfon : but Theobald dying before he had com- 
mitted more than the firft and about half the fecond 
volume to the prefs, the undertaking was con- 
tinued by the two laft-mentioned gentlemen ; and 

the 
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the "edfrion thus jointly, or rather feverally, exe- 
cuted by TheobaJd, Mr. Sewatx], arid Mr. Sympfon, 
rft length appeared in die year 1750. • Thefe gen- 
tlemen were the firft Editors of ow Poe^s who 
profefled to collate the old copies^ to reform the 
pnndiiation;, atid to amend the corruptidins of the 
te5ct. Some attempts alfo were made to elucidate 
die obfcirrities, and enforce the excellencies of 
their Authors. How far we difagree or coincide 
with thetti will appear on infpefiion of the parti- 
cular pafTages to which their feveral obfervations 
refer. At prefent it will be fufficient to declare, 
that we ihauld have been inclined to entertain « 
more refpedful opinion of their labours, rf thejr 
had not very early betrayed that confidence whicii 
every Reader is tempted to repofe in fatn Editor, not 
only by their carelefibefs, but by the more un- 
pardonable faults of faithlefinefs and mifrepreftanta- 
tion. Tberr reports of the ilateof the old copies 
^ can never fafely be taken on truft, and on examina- 
tion many of thofe copies will appear to be both 
negligently collated^ and untruly quoted. Their 
punduation alfo, notwithftanding their occaiional 
felf-approbation, is almoft as inaccurate as that of 
the moft antient and rude editions ; and .their criti- 
cal remarks have, in our opinionji oftenex been well 

intended 
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intended, than conceived. Their work, howel^er, 
has in the main conduced to the illuftration of our 
Authors, and we have feifed every fair occafion to 
ap{>]aud the difplay of their diligence, as well as 
the efforts of their critical acutenefs and fagacity. 
Such of their notes as appeared inconteflible. or 
even pkufible, we have adopted without remark ; 
to tbofe more dubious we have fubjoined additional 
annotations ; thofe of lefs confequence we have 
abridged ; and tbofe of no importance we have 
omitted. 

In the prefent Edition, it has been our chief aim 
to give the old text as it lies in the old book$> 
with no other variations, but fuch as the Writers 
thepfelves, had they fuperintended an impreifion 
of their Works, or even a correAor of the prefs, 
would have made. Yet even thefe variations, if 
at all important, have not been made in filence. 
Notes, however, have been fubjoined to the text as 
briefly and as fparingly as poffible ; but the lapfe 
of time, and flu^hiation of language, have rendered 
fome Notes neceffary for the purpofe of explaining 
obfolete words, unufual phrafes, old cuftoms, and 
obfcure or diftant allufions. Critical remarks, and 
conjectural emendations, have been feldom hazard* 
cd, nor has any ridicule been wantonly thrown on 

former 
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forrher Editors, who have only fotnetimes been re« 
prehexided for pompous affbdation, and more fre* 
quently for want of care and fidelity. Every ma- 
terial comment on thefe Plays has been retained 
in this Edition, though often without the long and 
ofientatious notes that firft introduced thofe com* 
ments to the publick. At the fame time, we 
have religioufly attributed every obfervation, critical 
or philological, to its due author, not wifliing to 
claim any pralfe as Editors, but by induftrioufly 
endeavQuring, as an a£l j6f duty, to colleSt from all 
quarters every thing that might contribute to il* 
luftrate the Works of Beaumont and Fletcher. 

To conclude, we have beheld with pity and 
indignation the mean parade of many modera 
Editors, and we have endeavoured to fulfil their du« 
ties without imbibing their arrogance. We are 
perhaps too proud to indulge fo poor a vanity ^ 
at leaft, we are too much occupied to litigate read- 
ings we think of fmall importance, and too honefl 
^o claim reflorations not our own^ or to propofc 
readings as correSIons that are no more than re- 
ftorations. The Stationer has not difgraced our 
Authors with Tobacco-Paper j the Prefs, we 
truft, has done its duty 3 and the Rolling-Prefs, 

9t a very ponilderable expencci has added its 

afliftance* 
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afiftancfc. Tjip Cuts, if wt M not deceived^ ar^ 
for the moft part happily defigned^ and wtU cxem 
cnted, aad wiU probaUy he deeriied aa agfecaUo 
addition ta the Work : at leaft, -we may with truth 
afierty that no authors in the Engliih bfn^nage^ 
pofalUhed at the fauR price, have £» many an4 fo 
^uaUe ongraMing^, 

The ^province of a Painter and an Editor anfc 
dire&ly oppofite. In the iirft inftance the canvas 
receives its chief vdlue from the arcM, and in tte 
iecond the artift derives aknoft b\\ his coofequenca 
hom the •canvas. The Edkor, if he di ves^ is car^ 
ried down the ftream of time by his Author ; and if 
Aie Author be eKcetknt, and bis comaientary 
judicious. 

Still fhall his little bark attendant fail, 
Purfue the triamph and partake the gale. 

For our parts ive have been incited to this un* 
dertaking from a real admiration of thefe Poets, 
grounded, as we apprehend, on their genuine ex- 
cellencies, and a thorough perfuafion that the Works 
of Beaumont and Fletcher may proudly daim a 
fecond place in the Englifli Drama, nearer to the 
firft than the third, to thofe of Shakefpeare; fome 
of their Plays being fo much in his manner, that 
they can fcarcely be diftinguflied to be the work 
of another hand, 4 
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TH E reverend and ingenious Mr. Farmer, in 
his curious and entertaining EJJay on the 
Learning of Shakefpeare^ having done me the honour 
to animadvert on fome paiTages in the preface to 
this tranflation, I cannot difmifs this edition with- 
out declaring how far I coincide with that gentle- 
man ; although what I then threw out carelefsly 
on the fubjedl of his pamphlet was merely inci- 
dental, nor did I mean to enter the lifts as a 
champion to defend either iide of the queftion. 

It is moft true, as Mr. Farmer takes for granted, 
that I bad never met with the old comedy called 
The Suppofes^ nor has it even yet fallen into my 

bands ^ 
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hands; yet I am willing to grant, on Mr. Farmer's 
authority, that Shakefpeare borrowed part of the 
plot of The Taming of the Shrew, from that old 
tranflatioh of Ariofto's play, by George Gafcoign, 
and had no obligatipas to Plautus. I will accede 
alfo to the truth of Dr. Johnfon's and Mr. 
Farmer's obfervation, that the line from Terence, 
exadlly as it ftands in Shakefpeare, is extant in 
Lilly aad XiAdl\\ Flour es for Latin Sp^ki^^^ S.till., 
however, Shakefpeare*s total ignorance of the 
learned languages remains to be proved j for it 
muft be granted, that fach books arc put into the 
hands of thofe who are learning thofe languages, 
in which clafs we muft aece^rily ra,nk Shakef|^aj:eg 
or be CQuld not even have quoted Teienc^ fro;n 
UdsLll or LUly ; nor is it likely, that fo raj^d a 
genius fbould not have made fome further progrefs., 
*< Ou^ authojc (fays Dr. Joh^fon, as quoted by 
!^ Mr. f^fCiRx) had this line frosq Lilly ^ >y.hich \ 
^^ mention, thftt it may not b^ hrowght as <|n zfgVh 
M meat of his leariking.*' Jt h, Hovwevf r, ?n *Fg4^ 
meat that he rea4 Lilly; ^nd a fcwp^^s fufC^^ 
it i^ems pretty Cfxt^ia, that the tutii^r of Xi^ 
Taming cfihi Sb^e^^ had at leaft read Ovi^i iBovn 
whoie epiftles we find thefe line$ : 

'Hoc 
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Hac that Simois ; hie eft Sigeia tellusi 
Hie Jieterai Priami regia eelfa fenis. 

And what docs Dr. Johnfon fay on this occafion? 
Nothing. And what does Mr, Farmer fay on this 
occafion i Nothing* 

In Love's Labour's Loft, which, bad as ft is, is 
afcribed by Dr. Johnfon himfclf to Shakcfpeare, 
there occurs the word tbrafmieali another argument 
which feems to ihcw that he was not unacquainted 
with the comedies of Terence j not to mention, that 
the charaftec of the Schoolmafter in the fame play 
could not poffibly be written by a man who had tr*« 
veiled no further in Latin than *;V, hacy hoc. 

In Henry the Sixth we meet with a quotation from 
Virgil, 

Tantane animis eoeleftibus ira f 
But this, it feems, proves nothing, any more than 
the lines from Terence and Ovid> in the Taming 
of the Shrew; for Mr. Farmer looks on Shake-i. 
fpeare's property in the comedy to be extremely dif^ 
putable J and he has no doubt but Henry the Sixth 
had the fame author with Edward the Third, which 
hath been recovered to the world in Mr. Capcirs 
Prolufions. 

Vol, II. N jf 
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If any play in the coUe^ion bears internal evi-^ 
dence of Shakefpeare's handy we may fairly give 
him Timon af Athens. In this play we have a fami- 
liar quotation from Horace, 

Ira furor bnvis ejl. 

I will hot maintain but this hemiftich may be 
found in Lilly or Udall ; or that it is not in the 
Falace ef Pleafure^ or thb Englijh Plutarch j or that 
it was not originally foifted in by the players ; It 
ftandsy however, in the play of Timon ef Ath€ns% 

The world in general, and thofe who purpofe te^ 
comment on Shakefpeare in particular, will owe 
much to Mr. Farmer, whofe refearches into oue 
old authors throw a luftre on many paflages, the ob* 
fcurity of which muft elfe have been impenetrable^ 
No future iJpton or Gildon will go further thaa 
North's tranflation for Shakefpeare's acquaintance 
with Plutarch, or balance between Dares Phrygius, 
and the Troye booke of Lydgate. The Hyjiorie of Ham-^ 
hlety in black letter^ will for ever fuperfede Saxo^ 
Grammaticus; tranflated novels and ballads will^i 
perhaps, be allowed the fources of Romeo, Lear^ 
and the Merchant of Venice jand Shakefpeare hiifl* 
felf^ however unlike JBayes in other particulars, will 

ftand 
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ftand convifted of having tranfvtrfed the profe of 
Holingfliead \ and at the fame time, to prove " that 
«« his Jluiies lay in his own language,** the tranfla- 
tions of Ovid are determined to be the produ<9tion of 
Heyv^ood. 

«* That YiisJIuiies weire mod: demohftratively con*- 
*« fined to nature^ and his own languagt^* I readily 
allow : but does it hence follow that he was fo de-» 
plorably ignorant of every other tongue, living or 
dead, that he only *« remembered, perhaps, enough 
«« of his fiboolboy learning to put the hig^ hagy bcg^ 
<* into the mouth of Sir H. Evans ; and might pick 
<^ up in the writers of the time, or the courfe of 
*< his converfation, a familiar phrafe or two of 
•* French or Italian V* In Shakefpearc's plays both 
thefe laft languages are plentifully fcattered : but 
then, we are told, they might be impertinent addi-» 
tions of the players. Undoubtedly they might: but 
there they are, and, perhaps, few of the players had 
much more learning than Shakefpeare. 

Mr. Farmer himfelf will allow that Shakefpeare 
began to learn Latin : I will allow that his Jluiies 
lay in Englifh : but why infifl: that he neither made 
any progrefs at fchool j nor improved his acquifi- 
tions there I The general encomiums of Suckling, 

N 2 Denham^ 
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Deaham^ Milton, (ic. on his native genius * , prove 
nothing; and Ben Jpofon's celebrated charge of 
Shakefpeare's fmall Latin^ and lefs Greek f , feems 
abfolutely to decide that he had fame knowledge 
of both ; and if we may judge by our own time, a 
man, who has any Greek, is feldom without a very 
competent (hare of Latin ; and yet fueh a man is 
very likely to ftudy Plutarch in EngUib, and to read 
tranflations of Ovid, 

* Mr. Farmer dofesthefe general tefUmonies of Shakefpeare's having 
been only indebted to nature, by faying, « He can^e out of her hand, as 
*^ finu on* elfe empreffes it^ like Pallas out of Jove's head, at full growth 
** and mature.*' It is whimiical enough, that this fame one elfe^ whofe 
eipreflioQ is here quoted to countenance the general notion of Shakefpear^a 
want of literature, (hould be no other than myfelf. Mr. Farmer does not 
chufe to mention where he met with thisezpreffion oifome one elfe\ and 
fime one elfe does not chufe to mention where he dropt it. 

-f- Ii^ defence of the various reading of this paflage, given in die preface 
to the laft edition of Shakefpeare, << fnudl Latin, and no Greek," Mr. 
Farmer tells us, that '* it was adopted above a century ago by W. Towers, 
*( in a panegyrick on Cartwright." Surely, Towers having faid that 
Cartwright had m Greek} is ao proof that Sea Joafon faid fo of Shakc*- 
fpeare. 
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THIS Appendix to the fecond Edition of the 
tranflation of Terence would not have had 
a place in this col]e<^ion9 if it had not repeatedly- 
appeared among the numerous Prolegomena to the 
late Variorum Editions of Shalcefpeare, accompanied 
with Annotations which feem to require fbme 



Mr» Steevens in a Preface fubjoined to that of 
Dr, Johnfon having firft declared that *^ the difpute 
about the learning of Shakefpeare is now finally 
fettled," the reader is, at the clofe of the copy of 
this Appendix, referred to Dr. Farmer's reply in a 
Note on Love's Labour's Loft, A£t IL Sc; ii. 
P' 435- Edit, of iy78# 

The Note in queftion, according to the cuftom of 
the Editors^ is rather long ; but I truft I ftall do no 

N 3 injuftice 



i8o POSTSCRIPT TO 

injuftice to Dr. Farmer's argument, bj fele^ing 
only his part of it« 

** Dr. Warburton is certainly right in his fuppo- 
*• lition that Florio is meant by the charafter of 
*« Holoftrn$5. Florh had given the firft affront* 
«< The plaies, fays he, that they plaie in Eng-* 
•* land, are neither right comediesy nor right tragedin ; 
«« but reprefentations of. hi/lories without any de* 
♦• corunj."— The fcraps of Latin and Italian are 
<< tranfcribed from his works, particularly the pro* 
^< verb about Veniciy which has been corrupted fo 
<« much. The affectation of the letter^ which argues 
*^ facilities is likewife a copy, of his manner, Wc 
*< iheet with much of it in the fonnets to hi$ 
«« patrons. 

*' In Italie your lordfhip well hath feene 
*< Their manners^ monuments, magnificence, 
<' Their language learnt, in found, iu ftile, in fenfCy 
** Proving by profiting where you have ieenej^ 
** To addc to forc-lcam'd facul^e j^iA/m / 

** Wc fee then the charaftcr of the Schoolm^fter 
** might be written with lefs learning than Mr, 
^* Colman conje£tured.: nor is the Mfe of the 
** word tbra/onicaly wy argument tb^t the author ha4 

z <* re^4 
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*^ read Terence. It wa« introduced to our language 
** long before Shakefpeare's time. Stanyhurft writes, 
•* in a tranflation of one of Sir Thomas More'S 
** epigrams, 

■** Lynckt was in wcdlocke a lofty ihra/bmcal hnhmSkJ* 

*< It can fcarcely be neceffary to animadvert 
f « any further upon what Mr. Colman has ad- 
*< vanced in the Appendix to his Terence. If this 
** gentleman at his leifure from modern plays, will 
** condefcend to open a few old ones, he will foon 
^* be fatisfied that Shakefpeare was obliged to learn 
** and repeat in the courfe of his profeffion fuch 
** Latin Fragments^ as are met with in his works. 
** The formidable one, tra furor brrpis 4ji^ which 
«* is quoted from Timorty may be found, not in plays 
<* only, but in every tritical effay from that of king 
*•. James to that of dean Swift incluilvc. I will 
** only add that if Mr. Colman had previoufly 
^* looked at the panegyrick on C4trtwrighty he could 
** not fo ftrangcly have mifreprelented my argument 
^* from it : but thus it muft ever be with the moft 
*' ingenious men, when they talk without booL Let 
" me however take this opportunity of acknow* 
^« ledging the very genteel language which he has 
^ been pleafed jtQ ufe on diis, occafion," 

N 4 « Mr. 
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<^ Mr. Warton ioforms us in his Life of Sir 
** fhemas Pope^ that there was an old play of Ho^ 
*' lophirms^ zStcd before the princefs Elizabeth in 
?« the Year 1556/* 

Farmbr. 

In the Edition of Shakefpeare, publifhed in 17859 
Ihis Appendix again appears with the fame reference 
to Dr. Farmer's reply, and the addition of the fol- 
lowing Annotation on the laft note in the Ap- 
pendixt 

t « It will appear ftill more whimfical that this 
fme one tlfe^ whofe expreifion is here quoted, may 
have his claim to it fuperfeded by that of the late 
Pr. Young, who in his dnji^ures on Original Com* 
poJHion^ (p. 100, vol. V. Edit. 1773) has the foUow* 
ing feptence* ** An adult genius comes out of Na<*i 
'* ture's hands, as Pallas out of Jove's head, at full 
^' growth and mature. Shakefpeare's genius was of 
** this kind." Wh^re fotne one elfe the firji may 
have intermediately dropped the contefted expre£Eon, 
I cannot afcertain : but Jome one elfe the Jecond tran« 
cribed it from the author already mentioned.'*, 

Anok. 

V 

I flutter 
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I flatter myfelf that my remarks oh the fubjedl of 
the Learning of Shakefpeare, and my idea of the 
extent of his literature, were not extravagant $ and 

that I exprefled myfelf in fuch terms as were not 
calculated to provoke cenfure, or ridicule. For my 
own party though I took no decided part in the quef« 
tion, I muft confefs that the wit and pleafantry of 
the replies and annotations have not materially al- 
tered my opinion, which the Editors would have 
more fairly fubmitted to their readers, if Dr. Far- 
mer's reply had been given with the Appendix, in- 
ilead of being transferred to another volume, be- 
caufe fome part of his obferyations related to a 
charader of the play contained in it. I muft own 
too that I was rather furprifed to fee the Reverend 
Eflayift, whofe remarks I had treated fo refpedfuUy, 
making his reply as a flippant Annotator on another 
publication, and riiing from the bottom of the page 
of Love's Labour's Loft, under the wing of that 
Editor, whom in the fecond impreflion of his Eflay 
he had ftyled ^^ om of the firji Criticks of the Age^ 
^* who was pleafed to declare on reading the former 
^* edition, that the Question is now for ever. 
<* decided !'* With what complacency thefe acute 
Criticks interchange flatteries and compliments, and 
JW)W ftcely do they throw out cenfures and farcafms 

upon 
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ttpon others ; giving currency to each by annexing; 
them to the popular text of Shakefpeare ! 

The Note bf Dr. Farmer referred to in the Ap- 
pendix concerning Shahfptare^s fmall Latin and less 
Greek in the firft Edition of his EfTay^ 1767) ftands 
tbus« 

•* This paffagc of Ben Jon/on^ fo often quoted, 
«< is given us in the admirable preface to the late 
« Edition^ with a various reading, *< fmall Latin 
<< and no Greek," which hath been held up to the 
<< Publick for a modern fophiftication : yet whether 
<< an error or not, it was adopted above a Century 
<« ago by a Panegyrift on Cartwrigbu 



9> 



On reading the above note I confefs that I did 
not think it neceffary to confulc Towers's Panegy-^ 
rick on Cartwright, taking it for granted, on the 
Effayift's note, that Towers had applied the line to 
the fubje£l of his panegyrick, as Jonfon had done 
before him; and yet I cannot even after this 
frank conceffion account for Dr. Farmer's triumph 
on fo flight a mifapprehenfion, that does not at all 
afFe£t the main queftion, or eftablifh the authority 
of the various reading. The paifage in the verfes 

of 
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of Towers prefixed to the works of Cartwnght 
printed in 1651, runs thus 

JTf^ Jkill in Wit nvas not fo foorely meel, ' : 

, As theirs lohofe uttle Latin and no Greeks 

Confined their ivhol/e difcourfe to a ftreet phrafe, 
Sttch dialed as theirnext neighbours *was» 

From this quotation it will not only appear that 
I have at length confulted the panegyrick on Cart* 

' Wright, but that when talking without hook, I had 
not fo Jirangely mifreprefented the Do^or^s argumtnt 

from it. JHis own no^e to the firft edition of his 
Eilay certainly tended to countenance the various 
reading of *^/malI Lztin and no Greek," by the adop- 
tion of the line by Towers. His Coipment on the 
Appendix implies^ either from my wilfulnefs or 
careleflhefs, a mifreprefentation of his argument j but 
furely, whether Towers applied the difputed line to 
Cartwright, or his fuppofed Rivals in the Drama, 

^ was of no real confequence : though by the by bis^ 
adoption contains more various readings than one ; 
and yet the teftimony of Ben Jonfon, on which I 
grounded my opinion, remains unimpeached. On 
the whole then have not the Criticks Jirangely mif 
r^frffm^d MY argumtnt ? } 

I give 
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I give due praife to the ingenious but anony^ 
tnous Annotator in the laft edition of Shakefpeare^ 
who has clearly proved that Dr. Farmer tranfcribed 
his allufion to Pallas from Dr. Younge, and noc 
from Jbme one elfe. The thought is obvious, and 
might without injprobability occur to diiFerent 
writers ; but the Amilarity of expreffion, ** at full 
** grnutb ^nd maturt^^ proves beyond controverfy 
from whence, in the prefent inflance, the allufion 
was taken* But after all, what is that matter to 
Ifae Learning of Shakefpeare i 

On that fubjed I never engaged myfelf as a cham* 
pion on either fide of the queftion, but having been 
in fome fort forced into the difpute, I cannot but 
feife every occafion to applaud the ingenuity as well 
as indefatigable induftry of the Variorum Editors, 
who in the fame vein of argument may hereafter 
proceed io prove that Shakefpeare could neither read 
nor writ^ The almoft illegible plate, engraved 
after bis hand-writing, will not, perhaps, convince 
every infpeAor that the poet did not write his name 
as his cotemporaries on the ftage have banded it 
down to us ; though it diiFers not only from the 
recent orthography of the Editors, " thofe new 
*< tuners of accents," as well as from the Stratford 

Parifli 
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Parifli Regi(ler,.to which Mr. Bell, in the im- 

prtfffion from his Apollo Prefs has religioufly adhered. 
The Latin in his plays is ftill allowed to hold its 
place ) but we are told, left the reader Ihodld be 
dazzled by it, that Shakefpeare was obliged to 
<< read and repeat in the courfe of his profeffiort 
^^ fuch Latin Fragments as are found in his works/^ 
And we are expe£ied to embrace this opinion. 

Befor^ his Poems, infcribed in his own name to 
his noble Patron, Southampton, ftand, as a Motto, 
two lines from Ovid, as palpable as thofe in the 

Taming of the Shrew* But perhaps it ,will at 
kngth be difcovered, that thofe Poems were not 
written by Shakefpeare $ or, if they were, that the 
lines had before been prefixed to fome other black 
lettered pamphlet of that age; or at leaft that 
Ben Jonfon, in compaffion to his illiterate friend, 
fuggefted the Motto, which the Sbake^fceni of the 
times, for fo the witlings of the day, favouring the 
old orthography, called Shake*fpeare, could not 
himfelf fupply. 

In return for the civilities of the Variorum Editors 
I beg leave to propofe a fmall emendation in their. 
List op Plays altered from Shakespeare, in 
which they have done me the honour of attributing 

to 
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to me, without any authority, two alterations of the 
Midfummer Night's Dream. Of the firft, it 'is 
true, I attended the rehearfals, at the exprefs defire 
of Mr. Garriqk, on his going abroad ; but the 
revival, as I foretold, failing of fuccefs, the piece 
was, by my advice, reduced to two ads under the 
title of <A Fairy Tale, fo that I was little more 
than aGodfather on the occafion, and the Alterations^ 
like fome of the Variorum Annotations, ihould have 
l^en fubfcribed h^o^x. 



When Criticks make a Incky hit, 
Fxoud of a note of Sterling worth 

Each gives his name as Sponfor i ' 
But when mean malice aims at Wit, 
Like Francis in King Hal the Fourth^ 

Each CTV^^Anony Jneit, Sir! 
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SENATE OF VENICE. 



THERE are few paffagcs in the plays of 
Shakefpeare, that have been more repeat- 
edly the fubjed of critical animadverfion than a part 
of Shylock's reply to the Duke and the Magnificos 
in the Merchant of Venice, 

The lines in queftion in the fecond folio, whicl^ 
now lies before me, run thus : and the fecond folio 
is, I believe, in this inftance, an exa£t traofcript 
©f the firft. 

•* Some men there are love not a gaping pigge ; 
^ Some that arc madde^ if they behold a cat : 

''And 
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" And others, when the bagpipe £ngs i'th* nofe^ 
''Cannot contain their urine for Aflfedlion. 
** Maifters of paffion fwayes it to the moode, 
«' Of what it likes or loaths."— 

Rowe, the firft modern Editor, himfelf a Poet^ 
willing I fuppofe to pi;eferve the poetical expreffion 
with no more violation of the text, than what was 
neceflTary to reconcile it tofenfe and grammar, gives, 
as was his manner, without quoting any authority, 
the fifth and part of the fixth line thus. 

<* MaJUrUfs paffion fways it to the mood 
«< Of what it likes or loaths. 

This reading, conveying a clear idea without any 
great violence to the firft impreffions, was received 
and adopted by Pope, Theobald, and Hanmer. 

Theobald however willing to fupport a propofcd 
emendation of his ingenious affifiant Dr. Thirlby, 
and at the fame time to introduce a Comment of 
'Warburton, ftarts a difficulty concerning the rela- 
tive // (" fways //) which, according to Rowe's read- 
ing, ^eafily and necefTarily refers to the word Affec^ 
ihn in the line immediately preceding. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Thirlby's emendation confifted in a new 
inode of punduatlon,' by which he thus adjuftcd 
the doubtful lines in the paflage. 

f * AxkI others^ when the bagpipe fings i'th* nofc^ 
•* Cannot contain their urine. For AjfeSion^ 
*• Mqjier of paffion, iways Jt to the mood 
** Of what it likes or loath*:'* 

r 

Warburton, with a refined commcfntary, rejeds 
the reading of Rowe^ preferi^es the old pointing, 
but changes the number of the verb» reading fxvim 
ftjT fways^ Affealon^ he interprets to be ufed for 
fympathyi and we learn from ,the fecond edition 
of Ht. Farmer's Effay on the . Learning of 
Shakcfpeate, that Affealon^ in the fenfe oi fim* 
pmhy^ was formerly Uchnical^ arid fo ufed by 
Lord Bacon, Sir Kenelm Digby, and ftmiy other 
writers. 

Mr. Steevens, in his republication in 1760, of the 
Jwenty plays of Shakefpeare firft printed in quarto, 
from a profeffed collation of four diiFerent copies of 
this play, entitles the Drama « The Comicall Hif- 
•« tory of The Merchant of Venice," and exhibit^ 
the paffage in queftion, thus 

'* Some men there are love not a gaping pig : 
" Some that arc mad if they behold a catj 
Vol. IL q ,, ^^^ 
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** And otkeis when the bagpipe finga i'th' tto(<8 
** Cannot contain their urine fpr Aft6lion> 
*' Mafters of paffion fwayes it to the mood 
<< Of what it likes or loathes.** 

Here the old-pointing is preferved, but the fpelling 
is in general moire modern than even that of the fe-« 
cond folio^ which was indeed an earlier publication 
than two of the collated quartos^ 

' The word Mafters is exaSly conformable to our 
pcefent orthography $ and this noun, governing the 
verb that follows, is the moft material in the whole 
fentence : fo material indeed that in order to preferve 
,it, the Modern Editors, while they embrace the 
-punfluation of Thtrlby^ make a ftill further devia« 
tion from the old copies, and, changing the number 
ef both noitn and rierb, give the pafiage tbus^ 

*« For Affeaknsi 
** Mailers of ps^on« ftwaj it to the mood 
•* Of what it tikes or loaths.'* 

This reading f^ems to have been fuggefted by Sir 
John Hawkins* 

Mr. Malone converting the noun Majiers into ai 
verb, and changing it into 9ur reads thus, 

•• for 
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" For Atfcftioii 
** Majhrs eur paffion^ fways it to the mood 
*' Of what. Sec.'* 

The patieiit stnd laboridus Capel, whd commeiided 
nis refearches long before all the Editors lince Han- 
iner, and yet fuffered thofe Editors to anticipate, 
and almoft fuperfede his dwn publication^ the dili- 
gent but tdrdy Cdpel adopts the puiiduation of 
Tbirlby, and regulates the paflage thii^, 

'« For AflfeaioHi 
^' Mi/ire/s df paffioh^ fways it to the mood 
** Of what it likes or loaths/' 

Ca|>el, with his ufual Rd^likft gives the rejected 
reading " Maijiett cf^' at the bottom of the page^ 
and as it (hould feem, fiotn the principle eftabliflied 
ih his IntroduAion, firom the oldeft quarto* Of 
Capel the Variorum Editors take no notice. 

It is remarkable alfo that Theobald in his note 
reporting Thirlby's propofed emendation, joins an 
afterifk to the word Majier referring to another 
.various readingorconjefture,— Of* Mistress ; but 
whether this was the original fuggeftioit of Thirlby, 
or of himfelf, it is not eafy to determine*. In old 
books the mode of fpelling the word MiJIrefs often 

O 2 approaches 
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spproaches very near td the word liatfieri in the 
text ; and Mr* Steevens, who reads Mafttrsy and for 
the 4ake of Grammatical Concordance changes Jf^ 
fiSlitH to AffeSfions^ yet quotes a paflage fromOtheIlo> 
which though produced with another intention, yet 
countenances in this inflance the reading of Capel. 

<< And though we have there a Subfticutf of moft 
^< allowed fufficiency^ yet Opinion^ a Sovereign Mis- 
« TRESS of EfFoAs, throws a more fafe voice on 
•« you/* 

I muft confefs that I .cannot difcover on what 
principle all thje Editors, fince Theobald and Hai^ 
mert have followed the punduation of Thirfby^ 
It is impoffible, 1 think, for any reader, accuftomed 
to the manner of our old writers, not to feel a cer* 
tsun harlhnefs in the new regulation of the text, or 
indeed to doubt for a moment, that the old bodes 
gave the fecond line correctly, as at that time fpoken 
on the ftage, and originally written by the Author. 
Cannot contain their urine for JffeHion. I never 
heard, excellent and very Sbylock as he is, Mack- 
lin's full (lop in the middle of this verie without a 
(hock ; and the following ' words of the line, not 
9nly foften the expreffioUi but are moft eafy and 

natural 
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natural r We fiill apply the verb affe^ in the fame 
fenfe that Shylock here ufes the noun derived from 
!t, and the fimple meaning of the line is^ th4^t. 
f * Others are ftk affiled by the found of the bagpipe 
fS that they cannot contain themfelves/* 

The mode of AjfiSion here fignified, granting 
the 0I4 text to be genuine, muft be Sympathy^ 
illuftraited by an example oppofed to thofe before 
enumerated s and the oppofition marked, like the 
hie & tile of the Latin^ by the words j^m^ an4 others % 
though with9ut the two lai| words of the lin^ the 
pontraft is \^fy clear, and the effe£l of the bap- 
pipe might be a third inftance of Antipathy. Thirl* 
by's punduation, and Rowe's reading, each fuppofe 
AfftRim to fignify both Sympathy and Antipathy.' 
Each Critick muft be allowed to be ingenious; 
feme word, or phrafe, or line, expreffiye of an ivre* 
fiftible influenpe oyer pur likings and JoatbingSj (for 
Shylock fpeaks of both) as well as governing the 
verb Jivaysj is moft certainly the grand Dejideratum^ 
t&e one thing requiilte to regulate and explain this 
difficult pailage. 

The paflage, as it ftand^ in the old books, i^ 
^ytdcntly sJefeAiyc or corrupt, or both, and though 

93 ^^ 
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the reading Miftrtfs for Mafttrs may remedy thfl| 
corruption, and bring the noun and verb, accord* 
ing to the rules of Syntax, to accord with each 
other, fiill there remains an imperfeAion in the 
context, which has driven the commentators, as 
their )aft refpurce, to a new mode of punctuation. 
My own thethod may, perhaps, appear ftill more 
defperate; but defperate difeafes require de^riate 
remedies, and without fome topical applications the 
cafe under confideration is cdnfefledly incurable ^ 
and I cannot well explain myfelf without fome di(^ 
ie£tion. I muft beg leave therefore to give a brief 
analyfis of Shylock's reply to the Puke, who tcHs 
him that the court recommend lenity to Anthonio, 
and exped a gentle anfwer frorn^ the profecutor.-*^ 
His anfwer is to this efie£t, 

^<. I have taken a folemn oath to exaS the penal^ 
*< on the Bond, and deny me juftice at your peril I 
<* If you demand why I prefer a pound of fleih ta 
f^ three thoufand ducats, I anfwer, it is my humour • 
«< Or, if that anfwer be unfatisfa£tory \ I add that 
^< there is an iincontroulable and unaccountable in- 
<^ fluence, aiFe£ting the mind, predominating fo. 
<< abfolutely over the paffions, as to- impell thf m,' 
^^ in fpite of reafon, and of wiU^ aAing Ia fom« 
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^* men by Antipathy ^ and in others by Sympathy^ 
** There are inftances of both. I am an 
^* inftance of Antipathy. I abhor, I hate An- 
** thonio : and this Hatred, this Antipathy, is the 
*^ only anfwer that I will, or can give, why I prefer 
^^ a lofing fuit to a lucrative compofition.'' 

This I take to be a fair abftra^ of Sbylock's an» 
fwer, who, waving tht Jic voh with which he follows 
up his oatbj^ proceeds to defend hit conduct by 
the example of other men, fabje^, like himfelf» 
to the irrefiftible dominion of Sympathy and An* 
fipathy.^ 

On the whole therefore I conceive that the ori« 
ginaL pun£^uatio|i Ihould be maintained^ that tho 
word Maimers in the old copies ihould be read A£J^ 

m 

p'ifsy and that the imperfe£tion in the f^nfe, accord- 
ing to that reading) arifes from a line or two loft 
or dropt at the prefs, in which the words Sympathy 
and Antipathy^ fo congenial to the surgument| .\^?A 
pioft probably a plape. 

To fubmit this opinioni and the whole of my 
comment, fairly to the reader, I ihall conclude 
tbefe obfervations with a tranfcript. of the whole 
fpeech from the ffcond folio, only intpducing in 

O ^ (fnethfr 
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muAh$r charaBir the variation of Mlftrejs tor H^aifttrt^ 
together With one intercalary line, meant (like the day 
in Leap-year) to complete the fyftem, and to convey 
the real meaning of the author. His real words are 
now irrecoverable. 

The Duke concludes the addrefs to Shylock^ 

in behalf of the Senate and himfelf. with thefe 
* • J 

words. 

■ 

We do expeift a gentk anfwer, Jew* 
Shylock's anfwer is as follows; 

*< I have poi^^t your Qrace wjit}i what I purpoi{i^ 
** And by our holy Sabbath have I fwome 
<« To have the due and foxfet of my bond* 
<« If you deny it« let the danger light 
'* Upon your Charter^ and your Cities freedome« 
<' Youl aike me Vhy I rather choofe to have 
'< A weight of carrion fie(h> then to receive 
<* Thiee thoufand Ducats, He not anfwer that \ 
*< But fay it is my humor; Is it anfwered ? 
!< What if m honfe be troubled with a Rat 

« Awl 
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^ And J be pkas*d to give ten thoofand Ducates 
•* Tol^ivelt bain'd? What,, are you anfweifd yctf 
" Some' men there are love not a gaping pigge: 
'* Some that are madde, if th^y behold a cat : 
" And others^ when the bagpipe fings i'th' noicb 
'* Cannot contain their urine fof afiidUoa. 
•• Sovertijgtt Antipathy, or Sympathy, 
**' Mtfiu/s of pafllon^ fwayes it to the mpodc 
'* Of what it likes or loaths^ now for your satveX'^ 
** As there is no firme reafon to be rendre4 
" Why he cannot abide a gaping pigge ? 

Why he a harmlefs neccflaiy cat ? 

Why he a woollen bagpipe ? but of force 
•* Muft yeeld to fuch inevitable fliame, 
*' As to offend himfelf being ofiended ; 
" So can I give no xeafon, nor I will not, 
*« More than a lodg'd hate, and 4 certainc toathing 
'* I beare Anthonio, that I follow thus 
** A^ Ipofing fuit againft hii^ f J^ you axifweiefl )" 

If this expoiition is not conviiicing and conclu* 
five, it were In vain to add more arguments to en- 
jbrce it. Valeaty quantum valere poUjI ! The few 
ifaults in the pun£tuation of the old copy are fo ob-> 
yious, t}iat they cannot miflead the attentive reader; 
but the defe£t in the conftru£lion, without addition 
ipl* alter^tipn^ is irremoveable. The laft expedient 

havin^t 
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having, in my humble opinion, proved unfuecefsfui, 
a clofe confideradon of the whole paflage fuggefte4 
the former. With what propriety the reader wil} 
determine* 

Some difficulties, for Criticks will create difficult* 
ties,' have arifeti from other lines in this fpeech* 
Johnfon never faw a woollen bagpipe, and therefore 
propofes to read t/^Qoden. A wooden reading, which 
Sir John Hawkins converts into fwcUjng or fwolleni 
but though Johnfon never faw a woollen bagpipe, 
Shakefpeare might have feen one, nor is it difficult 
%o conceive. I think I have (etti one: the bag 
I mean, for t\\^ pipe, as he fiippofes, was of 
wood. 

The edition' ^Ifo of 1778, now under my ^c^ 
^reads, 

" As to ofiend himfelf^ being ofiended/* 

The twenty plays publiihed by Mr. Steevens in 
%\xe year 1760, from a tollation of tl^e quartos, ex«^ 
bibit, printing more elegantly, 

** As to oSbbd^ himfelf being qSended.? 

In thefe matters of critical nicety fuch trifles aret 
ROt unworthy pf obfervation, though perhaps the 
^ " 4 ' ' ^ flight 
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figbt rariatioii might not have the fan^ion of the 
jiigenMu* Editor, but b« only sui error of the 
^f<. 

1^:^ Since the foregoing article yr^9 prepared for 
the prefs, looking into the Variorum edition of Sbake- 
fpeare publifhed in the year 1785 for the purpofe of 
franfcribing the anonymous Annotation on my Note 
to the Appendix, I find that Mr. Malone profefles 
to have alteredl his opinion on this much contefted 
pailage, and now believes, as I dp, the old reading 
of the line ^* Cannot contain, i^x*** to be genuine, 
deriving the noun affe£iion^ as I have done, from ihe 
verb affe£ly but applying it, like Theobald, and 
Thirlby, and the Modern Editors, to both Sympa-- 
thy and Antipathy. In confequence of this inter- 
pretation he now reads, for the fat^e of concordj 

«' Majters of fajpon sway, fcff.** 

A fubfequent note, fubfcribed Editor, gives the 
old reading from the Author of the Remarkls with 
a fimilar explanation of AffeStiot^y but with no alte- 
ration or explanation of the falfe concord. 
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The miing of 4^e line, fuppofed lo be t poSWe 
$rrdtum in the edition of 1778 is continoedf as well 
as the reading of the pafl^ge in queftton, unfupported 
%j plaulible oonjeftuie^ tafte^ pr aUthori|(jr« 
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•.».•.••. i)ehcius & citius noi^ 
Corrumpunt vifiornm exempla domejiica^ magnii 
Cum fubeunt animos au^Ioribus. Urius & alur 
Forjitan hoc fpernant juveneSj quibus arU hinign&i 
Et meliore luto finxtt pracordia Titan, 
ied reltquos fughnda patrum veftigia ducanty 
Et mtnjirata diuveteris trahet orbitd culpa. 

* 4 « « « • « 

Gruiumefty quod patria civem pipuhqm dedijiif 

Si facisy ut patria Jit idoruus^ utilis agris^ 

Utilis y beliorum^ et pacii rebut agendii. 

Plurimiim enim intererit quibus artibUi^ (^ quibus 
hunc tu 

Moribns injiituas* 

Jurenal, Sat. xiV; 
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LO C IC E, who by his intelleaual rerearchtf^ ttas 
made his name as memorable in the. annala. 
of Englifh Literature as thofe of Bacoh or Newton^ 
has among other fmalkr works bequeathed to pofte* 
rity a ihort tra£i: entitled ^^ Some Thoughts con- 
^< cerning Education/' In this tra£l, containing 
many excellent remarks, many inftances of Ihrewd 
penetration, and much valuable information, he 
has avowed bimfcif a declared mccny toPublick 

Edncationy 
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Education, which he confiders as a facrifice of innor^ 
ceccy to confidence, concluding ^' that it is im-^ 
*^ poffible to keep a lad from the fpreading conta<« 
•• gion, if you will venture him abroad in the herd^ 
«' and truft to chance or his own incUnationy for the 
•* choice of hi* company at fch6oI.'* 

Who would not fhrink at the thoughts 6f tn- 
countering fo formidable an adverfary, armed at alF 
points with ftrong natural Senfe, keen (>bfervation. 
Satire, Humour, and Argument ? for fUch weapon^ 
lie has wielded, ahd with fuch armour has he de- 
fended himfelf, on the fubjeft now under canfidera- 
tion, dircding all his attacks againft the principle 
I have undertaken to defend. Yet exercifing that 
freedom, of which he has himfelf given both the 
precept and example, I venture to think for my- 
ftif, and in my turn to fubmit my thoughts to the 
Publipk. 

Nullius addiSfus juran in verba MagUiri. - ' • 

> 

Locke's Thoughts on Education^ though publi&ed 
in one continued fcrics, and fplit into fedions, 
accsording to the cuftom of the times, is yet, as the 

dedtcation, " 
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dedicatioa declares^ the mere fubftance of a corre* 
fpondence with a private friend, and indeed may now 
fairly be refolded into three feparate letters : for the 
writer^ at three diftinft periods, reverts to the ftate 
of infancy $ and twice leads the babe through child* 
hood to youth and manhood : this may efcape the 
obfervation of a curfory reader, but to a fair and 
ttriSt examiner is plain and obvious. 

The following remarks are, like the traft oa 
which they are founded, fomewhat loofe and deful* 
tory. It is indeed very difficult to follow a wiiter^ 
who often refumes a fiibjeA that he feems to have 
difmiiled : yet order and method have been endea* 

* 

voured to be preferved, as far as was poffible under 
fuch circumftj^nces. No material part of the quef* 
tion, it is hoped, remains unnoticed : and it may 
be added with confidence, that no argument I^as been 
intentionally mifreprelented. 

Virtue^ Virtue and TFifibm^ Locke juftly confidert 
as the bafis of all good education. They are indeed 
as neceflary to the operations of the mind, as health 
and vigour to the exertions of the body. We will 
not therefore difpute on a felf- evident propofition-; 

but rather endeavour to prove, on the very principles 
Vol. II.' P "of 
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of the tra£t now before us, that Publick Educzilaii 
is more conducive to the improvement of the under^ 
fianding, and lefs dangerous to the moralt) than 
Domeftick Tuition. 

It mu{t be obvious to every reader that Locke 
faimfelf enters on the comparifon with difficulty and 
diffidence. *^ I confefs (fays he with great can«* 
dour) both fides have their inconveniencies.*' He 
then proceeds to a laboured inventive againft Gram* 
mai" Schools, as unfavourable to the pradice of vir« 
tue^ ^* And therefore ffays he in conclufion) I 
** cannot but prefer breeding of a young gentleman at 
♦« home in hts father* s fight under a governor^ as- much 
f ' the beft and fafeft way to the great and main end 
<* of education, where ii can be hady and is ordered 
<« as it Jhould he^ 

' Perfection, lib doubt, if attainabtci were much to 
be defired : but, alas ! Imperfedion is the lot of 
all human undertakings ; and all we can effed is to 
follow that courfe, which is liable to the leaft ob* 
jeAion.. The excellence of Locke's plaii is in his 
Own opinion evidently hypothetical ; fo that he is 
dt'laft driven to acknowledge that ** what fhall be 
^y refolved in the cafe muft in a great meafure he 

;, - ..• . *'left 
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<<ieft to the parents, to be determined by their cir- 
^^ cumftances and convepiences/' 

All that Locke fays of children, while children^ 
that is while in a mere ftate of infancy, is in gene- 
ral well worth notice. He feems to enter into all 
their little feelings with as much penetration, and 
much lefs romance, than RoulTeau, whofe Emile, 
with ail its merit, and all its originality, is in fa£t 
an ingenious ampHHcation of Locke's work, realif* 
ing in himfelf the ideal character of .the tutor or 
governor, and in Emile the perfon of the pupil, whom 
he takes up from his cradle, and carries to his mar- 
riage bed, juft as Locke^advifes, on his return from 
Late Travel. Roufleau's work however is not 
merely the little tra£t of Locke dilated and perfoni- 
iied, but in many inftances a comment ; fometlmes 
too laboured and refined, and fometimes acute and 
plaufible. Kew will agree with him that inftrudion 
muft be delayed till the lefibns can be attended with 
experiment, or thinic it reafonable to refer their little 
ftudents to the open volume of nature, denying them 
the ufe^of books, maps, globes, and other helps 
which Locke recommends. Moft parents would 
think Locke's method of teaching Geography ts 
prudent as it is flmple and eafy, by (hewing children 
firfl the figure and natural parts of the globe, and 

? 2 tbt 
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th» ii]|9ginsM7 and artUkial Hoes afterwards : boC 
Roufieau defpifes fucli inAificicat mclhods, throws 
away maps and fpheres, and by bis own exaoikple 
cjtborts' teacbers to carry tbeir fcholars at diflferent 
feafons to the top of a mountain^ to fee the fun rife 
at Midfummer and at Chriftmas. This appears ra* 
ther extravagant , but, at the fame time,, it may be 
thought that Roufleau properly cenfures Locke's 
maxim of reafomng with children, which he truly 
fays Locke himfelf appears fo mucb embarrafled to 
defend. With equal juftice he reprobates Locke's 
method of recommending and encouraging Libe- 
KALiTY, ^' conftantly tMng care thai the cbiU kfes^ 
•* nothing b^ it" Let HI the inftances he gives of 
^ fuch freenefs (continues Locke) h always repaid 
^ and with interejl^ and let him fenfibly perceive 
^ that the kindnefs he (hews to others, is no bad 
^ bufbandry for himfelf ^ but that it brings a return 
^ of kindnefs both from thofe who receive it, and 
*^ thofe who look on V* This, fays Roufleau, is ta 
teach a child to be generous to appearance, and ia 
reality avaricious^ He reprehends alfo Locke's opi- 
nion that ^^ the coniideration of J^irits ought to go* 
<< before that of matter and body:'' for what idea,. 
fays he, can a child entertain of a being incorporeal 
and immateual i 
-'" - But 
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Bat the managefnent of infants is not the chief 
fiibjefi: of thefe remarks. Of the treatment of cliiU 
4ren Locke fpeaks with fairtiefs and candour ; but 
when th^ adirance to maturer age, his evident 
prejudice agaanft PubHtk fiducation obfcures that 
precision, and deprafres that liberality fo remarkable 
in his other works. 

Locke> while he fo openly and feverel j cenfaree 
Publick Education, ilurs over Ae defers of do* 
meftick tuition, yet his flibjed unavoidably leads 
him to point out foAie imperfedions ; and particu* 
larly the dang^ pum ftrvatUsx to which might be 
^dded the too frequent hereditary taint of the mind 
from the mafter and miftrefs, and the contagion of 
their friends and acquaintance. The milchiefs of 
4omeftick indulgence cannot indeed be more ftrongly 
4elineated tbw in the words of Locke htmfelf. ^< H^ 
♦* that h not uftd U fubmit bi$ will to tht nafin of 
#^ oAeriy WHEN be is Youkg, will fcane hearken or 
^^ fubmit t0 his own reafon^ when he is of an age t9 
f^ make ufe'of it* And what a kind rf a man fueh an 
*« one is like fo prepf is $4^ io forefe^. 

*« Thefe are overftghts ufuallf commiitedy fy thefe 
f < fibe feem to taki thf greate/i care of their children*^ 

P I ^ducation^ 
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-^^ education. But if wi lo^k into tbi common managi^ 
•• fftent of children^ we^Jball have nafon to wondtr^ 
** in tbi great dijfolutenefs of manners wbicb tbe world 
** complains of thai tbere are any footjleps at all left 
*• of virtue. Idefire to know what vice can be named^ 
*• which Parents anp those absout Chi^drek, 
** do not fedfon them with^ and drop into them the feeds 
^^ of as foon as they are capable to receive them ? I 
^* eh not mean by the examples they give^ and tbe pat* 
^< terns they fet before them^ which is encouragement 
'^ enoughy but that which I would take notice of herty is 
*< the downright teaching them vice, and a ffualfy putting 
^* them out of the way of virtue** He then proceeds 
to (hew that they principle them with violence, n^^ 
venge, and cruelty; that lying and equivocation arc 
put into their mouths and commended; that the 
little ones «re taught to be proud of their cloaths» 
before they can put them on ; and tempted and en- 
couraged to intemperance and luxury. The fe£li6n 
concludes with the following paragraph* << / Jhall 
«« not dwell any longer on this JubjeSf, much teft run 
<< over all the particulars^ that would Jhew what 
«« pains are ufed to corrupt children, and inftill prh'- 
«« ciples of vice into them : But I defire parents fo'^ 
** berly to conjider what irregularity or vice there is^ 
«« ^hich children are not vijibly taught, and wbetier 

"^ V : « it 
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i^' it he not their duty and wifd^m to provide ihen^ other 
" injlru£ii!9ns*^* , ^ ^- 

The 9hief officer in Locke's houfchold of private 
education is aGoyernour^orTtttpr; *• a^d if jrou find 
«« it difficult (fays he) to meet with fucli 4 tutor^ 
«« you arc not to wonder.", 

» 

His defcription of a Tutor is indeed chlmeriaJ* 
Wifdom, temperance, tendernefti diligence, and 
difcrction, are the Icaft cflcntial requifites in the 
charafter of Locke's governour. Such a man as he 
delineates is fcarce to be found ; and if founds would 
hardly undertake die ta^c affigned him. 

His learning however^ much or little, is no great 
recommendation. *< That a tutor ibould have Latin 
>« and learnings with the reputation of foferiety, every 
<^ one expeds : and this generally is thought enough, 
^< and is all parents look for. But when fuch aa 
^ one has emptied out into bis pupil all fb^ {.atin and 
f « hgi^i be baf broujgbtfrm the Vniverftty^ will that 
•« furniture make him a fine gentleman ?. Or can it 
«< be exped^d that he fliduld be bptter bred| better 
^f (killed in the world, better principled in the 
^ grounds and foundations of true virtu^ and pe^ 
f • u«rofity, than his young 7i/(?r is T! 

F^ Suck 
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Sudi is the derifion beftowed by Locke on the 
Jd^larjhip of a tutor i and fuch is his conftant con- 
tempt of literature and erudition, under the fnecring 
denominations of Latin and learnings a deal of trajk% 
dry fjfiems^ ifc. which appears very ftrange from a 
learned, or, as Locke ftyles himfelf, a hooiijb man. 
He not only gives the firft place to virtHe^ without 
^ which no fctence, polite learning, or talents, can 
be of value, but much prefers breeding to learning. 
His encomiums on this accompliihment are equal 
fo any of Lord Chefterfield's Diflertations on the 
Grawm It is indeed always difficult to fix a charge 
of partiality, or incoherency, on fo cautious and 
ingenious a writer* becaufe he commonly concludes 
his rentiarks with fome qualifying expreffions, which, 
however rather feem to bring up the rear as a faving 
clattfe, than to be intended to militate againft the 
main argument. As one inftance among many others, 
of thefe principles and this pradice, may be pro- 
*duced the following paiFage, with which he winds 
up his recommendation of the firft efieritial reqmifitt 
in a Tutor, 

«« The Tutor therefore eught IN the first placs 
w TO BE Well Bred ? And a young gentleman who 
«« gets this ONE qualification from bis GOVERNOR, fets 
f • out with great advantage j and will find that this 

«c ONE 
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« ONE ACCOMPLISHMENT xvtU mor( Open his Way tq 
•• him^ get him more friends^ qnd carry him farther 
** in the world, than all the hard words, osl 
" REAL KNOWLEDGE he has got ftom the liberal 
** arts, of his .tutor's learned EncyclopoediA. 
•* Not that thofe Jhould he negle^ed, but by no means 
•* preferred or ft^ered to tbrujl out the ether*** 

Knowledge of the world alfo is deemed preferable 
to learning and languages, though by the way, he 
here inadvertently implies the fuperior force of Pub- 
lick Education, and is obliged to confefs that the 
Audy of the antients contributes both to that know^ 
ledge and to virtue. The Tutor however, this fage 
and exemplary monitor, defcribed by Locke, muft 
enter bis pupil into the world, and at the fame time 
prefervc bim, like the Four Thieves, Vinegar, from 
the contagion of fociety ; fo that a youth muft, it 
feems, after all cncountfcr the danger fo much dreaded 
in a Publick Education, the danger of herding with 
thofe of his own time of life : and how ill he may 
be prepared to hazard his morals, his health, and 
his fortune, in fuch company, the following pifture 
. of many a lad mewed up in a private family, drawn 
by the mafterly hand of Locke himfelf, will exhibit 
in the moft lively colours* 

«< The 
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«* Tii kng§r hi is kept thus hood-winked tbf lofs V 
*< will fio, whe^ h corns abroad int^ open dayi^ligbt^ 
*^ and h ^h$ man fxpofid tQ he a prey fo himfelf and 
**' others. And an M boy at hisfirjl appeqrancej with 
** alt the gravity of bis ivy-bu/b about hitn^ is Jure to 
*< drenv on him the eyes and chirping of the whole toum 
^^ volery. AmongJI which^ there will not be wanting 

fome birds of prey that will ptefently be on tbf win^ 

for him!^ 






T}ic Tptor fiowcyer ip not tp flcglc^ft oi|r yonng 
matter's learning, but is to teach him iiatiu, lilce 
French, by talking it into hifn in conftant converfa- 
tion % for he muft be con^antly \yith his pupil, talk 
nothing elfe to him^ and make him ftill anfwer In 
the famf language ; though perhaps the comparifqn 
is not quite fair and ap|)ofite, ]^rench being ^ iiviqg 
language and Latin a dead one, Qrai^mar however 
is ftri£Uy forbidden by Lock^'<^ as well as Rouffeai^ :, 
And if the well bred tutor fhould be incapable, si 
more agreeable teacher may be found, and the fol« 
lowing method is recommended to all private fa^ 
milies. 

•* WTjotever flir there is made about getting of 
«« Latin, as the great and difficult bufinefs^ his mo- 
•« th^r may teach it him hirfe'f^ if Jbe will but fpend 



/ 

/ 
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**« two or three hours in a day with him^ mid make him 
*« read the Evangelijis in Lat IN /« her. For Jhe need 
** hut buy a Latin Tejlament^ and having got fom^^ 
** lody to mark the lajlfyllable but one where it is long^ 
•' in words above two fyllables (which is enough t9> 
*• regulate her pronunciation and accenting the words) 
^^ read daily in the GospEts, and then let her avoid 
•• under/landing them in Latis if Jhe can ! And when 
*• /be underflands the Evangelijis in Latin, let her 
^^ in the fame manner^ read ^S0B*s Fabi«es, and fo 
•* proceed on to EuTftdpius, Justin, and other fuch 
^* books. I do not mention this as an imagination of 
^^ what I fancie may do^ but as of a thing I have 
** known done^ and the Latin Tongue with eafe got 
♦• this way.** 

Suppofiing the Govjsrnor to be intelligent, able, zt^d 
competent to the inftrudion of his pupil, ftill the 
mother is not to lie idle: for ^' Care is to be takea 
<« whilft he is learning Foreign languages, byjpedk'^ 
•* ing and reading nothing elfe with his tutor j that be 
<* do not forget to read Englijh^ which may be pre- 
*< ferved by his mother, ot fomebody elfe, hearing 
«< him read fome chofen parts of fcripture, or other 
« Bnglijh bopk every day,'* 

<* Languages, 
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«* Languages, fays Locke, heing t$ hi Uarm hf 
<< rou^ cujlom^ and mmnnj^ are dien fpoken in die 
<< greateft perfedion, when all rules of Grammar 
<< are utterly forfaken.'* Languages may be J^okm 
by r^t^ but furely (dead languages efpecially) are 
not, as Locke fuppofes, to be learnt fo; and though 
an adept may throw 9way his Grammar, and Die- 
tionary too if he pleafes, it is flrange advice to a 
ftudent. In the lower clafles of Publick Schools 
moft of the hoys are, during the intervals of the 
fchool hours, under the care of one of the affiftaats 
retained, at a very moderate coft, 9s a private tutor. 
His method of teaching them to render Engliih into 
Latin, and fo via versa^ is excellent, though di- 
re£lly oppofite to that recommended by Locke; and 
in my opinion fo much more excellent, in proportion 
as it is more oppofite. To tranflate a portion of 
one of the gofpels for the current week is a commoif 
exercife, and to fit them for the execution of their 
talk, they; are made to parfe every word in thp fen- 
tenpe, and by thus having learnt to what part of 
fpeech every one belongs, together with the number, 
cafe^ mood, tenfe, &c. their taflc is made eafy, and 
they acquire by degrees a ra^iVarknpwledge of the 
two languages at once* Locke's propofal of talking 
children into a language, which he frequently contends 
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tiiat nobody talks and fliould pretend to write^ is aft 
little eligible as it is feafi]>le 9 and his fubftituted 
method of inUrlimng Latin and Engtijhy while it re* 
quires^ according to his own confefEoh, a previous 
explanation of the various terminations of nouns 
and verbs, their feveral genders, cafes, numbers 
and perfons, proves the neceffity of the rules of 
Grammar, while it deprives the little ftudents of the 
life of them. The refult m^ft be perpetual con* 
fufion, arifin^^ from fuperficial inftrudions, and a 
total impoiSbility of cultivating even their mother 
tongue, as. be afterwards very properly, though in« 
confiftently with" his own dpfirine, recommends. 
£ngli(h itfelf fliould be taught by Grammar, thougli 
by natives firft acquired by rote, cuftom, and me« 
snory. The mother tongue is almoft fucked in with 
the mother's milk. 

^ Take a boy from the top of a Grammar fchool, 
** (ays Locke, and one of the fame * age bred, af 
^ b$ fiouli bty in his father's family, and bring 
^ them Into good company together, and then fee 
<< which of the two will have the more manly car- 
^ riage, and addrefs bimfelf with the more be* 
<< coming aflurance to ftrangers. Here I imaginr^ 
** the fcbool boy's confidence will either fail or 

•♦ difcrtdit 
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** difcltdit him : and if it be fucb as fits him oi&f 
*< for the cohverfation of boys^ he were better bd 
•« without it/' 

This paflage is quite of a piece with every other 
in which Locke mentions Publick Education, on 
which occalion he not only, as he himfelf confeffeSy 
lofes his temper^ but alfo drops his ufual liberality 
and candour. *' I cannot with patience think, (he 
<* cries in another place) that a young gentleman 
^* Ihould be put into the herd, and be driven with 
*< a whip and fcourge, as if he were to run the 
«< gantlet through the different clafTes ad capiendum 
•• ingenii cultum.** At other times he terms fuch 
youths /// bred iind vicious boys^ a mixed herd of 
unruly boysj learning to wrangle at trap^ or rook at 
Jbun^farthing^ praSiiJingwagferies and cheat Sj and con-^ 
verting well laid plots of robbing an orchard. 

. The beft and perhaps the moft direA way of con« 
futing thefe common- place invedlives were to pro* 
duce from the fame tra£i, in which they have gained 
a place, as evidences of the partiality of the writer, 
other paffages, written when off his guard, that 
direfily contradict thefe alFertions. 

« There 
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•« There is often (fays Locke on one of thcfc oc- 
•^ cafioAs) in people^ efpecially children^ a downijb 
•* Jhamefacednefs Ufore Jlrangers^ or ihofe above themm 
•* 7l7ey art confounded in their thoughts^ words^ and 
•* looks 'y and fo lofe themfelves in that confujion^ as 
•* not to be able' to do any thing j or at leaji to do it 
*• with freedom and gracefulnefs^ which pleafes^ and 
' ** maies ihem acctptable^^* 

Plainnefs of manners is, to a certain age, perhaps 
the moft ingenuous feature of youth. A polijb is 
the laft ftage of education, as well as of arts arid 
manufadures, and when given too foon the varnifh 
only hides a defeA. A boy fliould not have the 
fanners, nor the drefs, of a man. Locke himfelf, 
under the article of manners^ ftrongly reprobates the 
parents and tutors, who teize their children about 
putting off hats and making of legs \ and juftly con- 
eludes that, ^< if their minds are well difpofed, and 
^ principled with inward civility, a great part of 
^< the roughness which, fticks to the outfide for 
^' want of better teaching, time and obfervation 
•* will rub off as they grow up, if they are bred in 
«< gc>od company." To fay the truth, much of the 
fecurity, as well as improvement of youth, depends 
on their not having attained the finifheid breeding 
ef men. An^ the raw diffidence of a fchoo) boy 

would 
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would be ill exchanged for the pert confidence of 
many a homebred fopling* The words of RouiTeau 
on this head will better exprefs my meaning, and 
are an excellent contraft to the above paflage fromr 
Locke. 

<< As there is an age proper for the ftudy of the 
^< fciences, there is alfo a fit age to catch the 
«« manners of the world. * 

« « • • # 4 

** Bring a yotjng man of twenty into good*com« 
*^ pany r Bred as he Jhould he^ he will in a year's 
«< time be more amiable, and more truly polite, than 
«* he who has been brought up with that view from 
•( \x\% infancy I for the y&;^ being capable of perceiv- 
« ing the reafons, with refpe£fr to age, condition, 
<• or fex, on which good manners are founded, will 
«« eafily reduce them to their true principles, and 
«< accommodate them to every occafioh; while the 
«< other going only in the beaten road, will be at a 
«« lofs whenever be is put out of it*/* 

Locke 

* Comfiie il y a un age propre a Tetade iei fciencesy 11 y eo a us 
pottr biea faifir Tufage du monde. 

Introduifez une jeane homme de viogt ans daas k Mond« : biea 
cenduiti U fera dans un ao plat simabU & plat jodkiearexntBC poU» 
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; Locke himfelf in another place fays that ^< Care« 
** leflhefs is allowed to that age, and becomes them 
^< as well as compliments do grown people. Or zt 
<< leaft, if fome veiy nice people will think it a 
^' faults I am fure it is a fault that (hould be oyer* 
^< looked, and left to time, a tutor, and converfation, 
" to cure.'* 

As for their quarrels at chid or bally their tricks , 
end truanp'ieSy he who breeds his fon in his own 
family will in vain expeSt to fee him a man before 
his time. Boys will be boys at home or abroad. 
Every age has its follies and infirmities ; and thofe 
of youth and childhood, though the moft innocent, 
are perhaps the moft ungovernable. 

Locke, talking in his ufual ftyle of the malapert* 
fufsy tricking and violence learnt amongji fchool boys^ 
and therefore prefering Private Education, endea- 
vours to ftreqgthen his argument by inftancing the 
retirement and bajhfulnefs which daughters are brought 
up in. But furely daughters are not an appofite 

que celui qu*on y aura nourri dei tiOi enhance ; car le premier etanC 
capable de fentir les raifons de tous lea procedes relati^i a Tage^ 
a YiUXf au fexe, qui confUtuent cet ufage, let peut reduire en pH&« 
cipeS| et les etendre au cas non prlvus^ an lieu qae Taatie n*ayant q«# 
fa routine pour toutt rfgle eft embaraflcfi tot qo*oa Ty fysu 

Vol. II. Q, wamplf 
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Sample. l*he chief duties of female life are io^ 
meflixck, thofe of a man aife publick. An officer^ 
phyfician, lawyer; or divine, bred with bis fifttr, 
would not, I cohcdre,' derive due benefit from his 
Education. Sometinies, however, her fotiety, asr 

#ell as that of the reft of his family, might be of 
advantage both to his morals and underftanding. It 
is not necefiary at prefent to deliver any opinion con* 
cerning the proper education of daughters. Hemg. 
UemS to be their natural province ; yet that home i» 
often fo eicceptionable, that perhaps even they would 
in general be in leis danger abroad. Schools, exhibit- 
ing bills that ^^ Young ladies are there educated and 
*< may be boarded,'' are indeed fometimeS dange-^ 
rous feminaries : yet pexlxaps there are few private 
families^ where the minds of daughters are likely to 
receive fo much moral and intellefhial improve* 
ment, as at the refpe^hble Reeefs of the MifsLees at 
Bath, or the no lefs wholefome and improving nur- . 
fcry of the Mifs Moores at BriftoU 

Locke, in his Thoughts $n Education^ often con«, 
founds the idea of educating a fmgle fcholar with 
that of training a number of fcholars : in the firft in* 
fiance he impofes on fathers and tutors fuch a tafk^ 
as none but a Scriblerus or an Old Shandy will evef 
I perform i 
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^tform ; and fuch chara6)!er$ have in common life 
been long obfelete. Roufleaa and bis Bmih are a 
Voung Quixote 6nd an Old SahChoi or a$ Roufleaa 
htfnfelf rather chures to ftyle them^ a Relblitfon 
Grafbe and his man Friday. 

^< The forming of theiif minds and manners (fayi 
*• Locke, requiring a tonjlant attention^ and particular 
** application to every Jingle boy, which is impojjible in 
^* a numerous flock ; and would be wholly in vain 
<< (couldhe [tYit fchoolmafter] have time t6 ftudy and 
•• correct every ^ne*s particular defeSfs, and iormg in* 
" clinations) when the ladjvas to be left to himfelf^ hr 
**' the prevailing infeHion of his fellows^ ihi greotejt 
** part of the foUr and twenty hours** 

Having m the place )uft quoted fhewn the impof« 
fibility of paying proper attention to pupils in « 
publick fchool,. in the following paflages are exhi<» 
bited the methods to be purfued in a private family, 
both in regard to a fingle fchdar. Or a fett of 
boys. 

<* Since he prefers this or that (whatever play he 
^^ delights in) to his book, that only he ihall do ; 
f < and fo in earneft fet him on work on his jjeloved 

Q^a ^^ play. 
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<< play, and keep him fteadilj and in earneft to k 
^< morning and afternoon, till he be fully forfeited, 
<^ and would at any rate change it for fome hours 
<< at his book again. But when you thus fet him 
*« a talk of his play, you muft hi fure to look afitr 
<« bim yourfelf<^ or fet fome body tlfi' to do it^ that 
*« may conftantly fee him employed in it, and that 
«< he be not permitted to be idle at that too." 

«< This I think is fufficiently evident, that chiN 
*< dren generally hate to be idle. All the care then 
'< is, that their bufie humour ihould be conftantly 
*'. employed in fomething of ufe to them, which, 
f < if you will attain, you muft make what you 
<* would have them do a recreation to them, and not 
'^ a bufineff. The way to do this, fo that they may 
*^ not perceive you have any band in it is this pro*. 
*^ pofed here ; viz. To make them weary of that 
<< which you would not have them do, by enjoyn« 
«(.ing, and making them, under fome pretence or 
^< other do it, till they are furfeited. For example u 
« does your fon play at top or fcourge too much ? 
<* Enjoin him to play fo many hours every day, and 
«< look that be do it ; and you ihall fee he will quick- 
« ly be fick of it, and willing to leave it. By this 

<< means 
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^< means making therecreations you difiike zbujinefs td 
<< him, he will of himfelf with delight betake himfelf 
*^ to thofe things you would have hfm do ; efpe(:i- 
^* ally if they be propofed as rewards for haying per- 
<< formed his tajk in that play is comtpanded him* 
•• For if he be ordered every day to whip his top fo 
^< long as to make him fufl^iciently weary, do you 
*^ not think he will apply himfelf with eagernefs to 
<< his book, and wifh for it, if you promife it hiau 
^ as a reward for having whipped his top luftily, 
<< quite out all the time that is iet him f Children, 
*^ in the things they do, if they comport with their 
^* Age, find little difference fo they may be doing, 
** The eftecm they have for one thing above another 
** they borrow from others. So that what thofe 
<^ about them make to be a reward to them, will 
** really be fo. By this art it is in their governour^s 
<^ choice I whether Scoteh-hoppers fhall reward their 
^^ dancings or dancing their Scotib-b^ppfrs ; whether 
*^ peg-top, or reading, playing at trap, or ftudying 
** the globes, fhall be more acceptable and pleafing 
^< to them, AH that they defire being to be bufie 
*< and bufie, as they imagine, in things of their own 
*^ choice, and which they receive as favours from 
^< their parents, or others for whom they have re-» 
<< fpeft, and with whom they would be in credit^ 

0.3, t*A 
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•* A Jitt of children thus ordered, and iipt from thf 
«« ill example of others, would j//of them, \fupp6fe, 
*^ with as much earneftnefs and delight, learn to 
<• read, write, and what elfe one would have them, 
^^ as others d* their ordinary plays. And the cldeft 
'^ being thus entered, and this made the fafliion of 
^* the place, it would be as impoffible to hinder them 
*^ from learning the one, as it is ordinarily to keep 
<« them from the other/' 

Thefe extra^l^ iR^ill perhaps convince nioft readers 
of the %ifionary profpeds pre/ented to parental inu^ 
gi^ations in many zpra^cal fre^ife on Private £da« 
cation. Several paflages of the fame nature occuf 
in the tx^ How under confideration. 

One of the ready topicks of I^ocke's cenfure and 
raiU^y of Publick Schools is the eorr^ion occa* 
iionally beftQwed on idle, irregular, or obfiinate 
pupils. But fay what he will of the ufe of the roi 
to lalh dull boys into nouns and pronouns, verbs^ 
gerunds, and fupines, it is rafely exercifed by a good 
Schooimafter but when wilfulnefi or ill exampk de* 
mands it : on which occafions the continued kvtx\ivt% 
enjoiised by Locke much exceed the utmoft rigouri 

€f Publick Education, As fo^ example ! 

«-' » • ■ 
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^* I would itave a father fildomftrike his child, but 
^< upon very urgent necei&y and aslhe laft remedy ^ 
** <wh/ thm perhaps it will be fit to do it fi^ that tbf 
>* ihild flmld not fuickfy farget it.'\ 

And again* 

^* Whenever you com^ to that extremity ^ it is not 
** enough to whip or beat them^ you muft do itj till you 
^^ find you have fiAdued their minds ^ till vdth ^i- 
** mijfion and patienu they yield to the correction ; which 
*« you Jhallbeji difiover by their crying and their ceafing 
^^from it upon your iidding. Without this the beat* 
^* ing of children is but a paffionate tyranny ove;r 
** them $ and it is iner^ cruelty and not corre£tioa 
<' to put their bodies in pain without doing their 
*' minds a^y good. As this gives us a reafon why 
^^ children fliould feldom be correfted^ fo it alfo 
•• prevents their being fo, for if whenever they 
*^ are chaftifed it were done thus without paffion^ 
•« foberly and yet elTentially too, laying on the ilowf 
*« and Jmarti not furioufiy and all pit once^ but Jlowly 
** with reafoning between^ and with obfieruation how it 
*• wrought^ popping when it had made themplianfy pe^^ 
** nitenty and yielding 5 they would feldom aeed the 
<< like punifhment again,^ being made careful to 
4( avoid the fault, that deferved it. Befides^ by this 

CL 4 t!^ means 
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<< means as the puniflnnent would not hi loft for hing 
.*< too little and not efe^ualy fo it would be kept from 
<* being too much, if we gave ojf as foon as we per^ 
^< ceived that it reached the mindy and that was bettered. 
^ For fince the chiding or beating of children fhould 
•* be always the leaft that poffibly may be, that which 
^^ is laid on in the heat of anger, feldoin Qbferves that 
^< meafure, but is commonly more than it fhould be« 
^^ though it proves lefs than enough.** 

The circumftance of laying on the blows with rea* 
fining between exhibits a whimfical picture, and re- 
minds one of the pedagogue of Swift concluding 
every period with a laih. And the idea of perceiv* 
ing the very moment, when the cure on the mind 
is eiFeded by the operation on the tail, is ftill more 
ludicrous. The young patient however might per- 
haps wiih to remind the author of another paflage 
in an early fedion of this trad, there applied to the 
regimen of the body, but not inapplicable on the 
prefent occaiion. 

^« When fuch a gentle treatment will not flop the 
•< growing mifchief, nor hinder it from turning into 
<< a formed difeafe, it will be time to feek the advice 
*< of fome fober and difcreet phyfician. In t^i^ 
V part I hope I (hall fipd an eafy belief^ an4 

<< nobody 
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*^ nobody can have a pretence to doubt the advice of 
^^ one who has fpent fome time in the ftudy of Phy- 
<< fick when he counfels you, not to be too forward 
« in making ufe of Physick or Physicians/' 

I am unwilling to load the page with too man^ 
qu<)tations; but as the following is peculiarly in* 
terefting and entertaining, I flatter myfelf the reader 
will fcarce think it demands an apology. 

<< A prudent and kind mother of my acquaintance, 
*< was on fuch an occafion, forced to whip her little 

daughter, at her firft coming home from nurfe^ 
eight times fuccejjively the fame morning before ihe 
** could mafter her Jiubhornnefsj and obtain a com- 
*• pliance in a very eafy and indifferent manner* 
** Jfjhe had left off fooner^ and flopped at the feuenth 
** whippings Jhe had fpoiled the child for ever; and 
" by her unprevailing blows, only confirmed her 
*• refraSiorinefs very hardly afterwards to be cured. 
** But wifely perfifting till flie had bent her mind, 
<« and fuppled her will, the only end of correfUon 
«* and chaftifement, {he efiablifhed her authority 
*< thoroughly in the very firft occafion, and had ever 
^* after a very ready compliance and obedience in all 
V thipgs from her daughter. For as this was the 

* « firft 
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^ firft time, fo / think it was the loft too &c ever 
« ftruck her." 

Corredion, when neceflary; is certainly lefs pain- 
ful both to parents and children, when infli£led 
fiiroad than at home. It is better that fathers fiiould 
leem uaconicious of the knowledge of all their petty 
trefpafibs; and Lockfi though be here (o much 
commends the repeated flagellations of a littk doughs 
ter by a prudent and kind mother^ yet in the fe£tion 
firft quoted declares, ^* I think it is beft the fmart 
^ fhould come more immediatelyyrMn another* s handj 
** though by the parent's order who frould fee it 
^dene.'' 

In confirmation of the lenity of mafters of Pub- 
lick Schools, I {hall venture to mention a little 
anecdote that came within my own knowledge, 
during the time of my education at Weftminfter. 
A gentleman, not long fince living. Was when a 

fchool-boy more diftinguKhed by the goodnefs of 
bis difpofition, than the brilliancy of his parts. 
Many of the forms, ufually committed to the care 
of affiftants, were however now and then vifited by 
the bead mafter. On one of thefe occafions, the 
gentleman I have fpoken of was called out by Dr» 
Nicoll, to read and conftrue a part of the leiTon to 

the 
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the form; which, being in the upper fchool, ths 
ieffon of the day was in Gseek. The honeft l^d, 
confcious of his inabilitv« obeyed the call : but in« 
ftead of attempting the leiTon, went up to the mafter, 
and muttered indiftinfUy, Flog me^ Sir! — Speak our, 
child ! fays die mafter.— ^Ajj' nu Sir, if you pleafe ! 
repeats the fcholar, dropping his book and unbutton- 
ing. The mafter, with a cbaftifed fmile, laying liis 
hand on his young pupil's head, and gently patting 
him, cried, in a mild tone. Go thy ways, boy ! get 
thee to thy place again ! Thou art a very honeft fel- 
low, but thou never wilt be a Scholar as long a$ 
thou liveft, 

■ 

This ftory may ferve as a companion to Locke's 
pi£tures of private correSion, and may ferve to ilhevir 
that good hearts may be found in Publick Schools 
as well as private families ; and that the difcipline 
of th rod is not adminiftered with more judicious 
difcrimination in one fyftem of education than th9 
Qthen 

The rewards alfo are at Publick Schools as well 
chofen and as appropriated as the funijhtnents ^ the 
}atter exhibiting, as Locke enjoins, the difgrace^ and 

^he former adding to the reputation of the young 

fiudentt 
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itudent. The little (hining coin of pennies, two* 
pences, threepences, and groats in Jilver^ given on 
any occafional difplay of indxiftry or excellence, are 
as triumphantly prized and carefully treafured by the 
joung receiver, as a medal by an antiquarian ; and 
are carefully carried home, with joy and pride, as 
pledges of their merit in their clafs, and tokens of 
the approbation of their mafter* A ftill higher mark 
9i favour is the feafonable reward of diftinguiihing 
the diligence and abilities of a rifing lad by promo- 
tion in the fchool,, and anticipating his remove to a 
faperior form. Places and preferments are ofte^ 
gained at Weftminfter, 

Emulation^ that great fpar to improvement, almoft 
unknown in Domeftick Tuition, is greatly encouraged 
in the field of Publick £ducation. This Locke 
bimfelf acknowledges. The cuftom of <halUngingj 
as it is termed by the fchool boys, promotes a won* 
derfui defire of excelling amongft young champions 
for literary pre-eminence. This challenging is thiis 
(Nrdered, and proves a keen incitement to diligence 
and perfeAion. The boys of the form arc called 
out to their leffon- of the day. The firft boy per- 
haps mifconftrues his £fop or Ovid, the fe^on^ 
CQirefts his miftake and takes hia rank and place ; 
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Of) the fecond failing, the third, the fourth, the fifth, 
the fixth, or the fixteenth, in due order gives the 
right conftru£tion, and fuperfedes all his fchool- 
fellows of the clafs under examination i fo that a 
boy is often tranfported in a moment from the lower 
w fag end to the very top of the form. As the 
young ftudents advance towards the fuperior forms, 
this practice, in refpe£t to their maturer years and 
progrefs in their ftudies, is judicioufly difcon* 
tinued. 

When I fpeak of the cuftom of Publick Schools^ 
I particularly refer to that of Wellminfter, where. 
I was bred, and with whofe cuftoms I am beft ac« 

quainted, not queftioning that other Publick Schools 
have equal advantages. 

Verfes and ThmeSy fo reprobated by Locke, are 
intended as exercifes to teach fcholars better to un- 
derftand the poetical and profe compofitions of the 
antients, and not meant, as he infinuates, to render 
every fcholar a post ot declaimer. ; The various mea- 
fures of poetry are more eafily comprehended, and 
more perfeftly read, by thofe who reduce the rules 
of profody to pra<9ice. For this purpofe metrical 
centpes, ludicroufly ftyled jointed dollsj fitting the 
end of one line to the beginning or middle of another ; 

and 
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and even nonfenfe verfes^ have their ufe. For vttAtti 
Virgil and Horace are to be prohibited to Englifh' 
pupils, like the Bible to Roman Catholicks, thofe 
who (ludy them fhould be inftrufted to read them 
with propriety, not conceiving that they are to be- 
come Virgils and Horaces themfelves. Thnnis tend 
to open the mind, and cannot poffibly be prejudi- 
cial. To explain the thefis to the young ftudents is 
no more ridiculous than the other helps which 
Locke himfelf not only allows^ but even prefcribes 
to be given for the improvement of his pupils. 
Milton, as well as Locke, objects to themes and 
verfes as fchool exercifes, *• forcing the empty wits 
** of children to a£ts of ripeft judgment^ and the 
*^ final work of a head filled, by long reading and 
*' obferying, with elegant maxims, and copious in* 
•* vention." But furely fuch objeftions deny to the 
improvement and cultivation of the ihind, the means 
neceilarily ufed and recommended in the exercifes of 
the body. Nee literal didicit nee natare was, as Locke 
obferves, a proverb to denote an ill and imperfcft 
education. It were as confiflent therefore to fay 
that a lad muft not go into the water till he can 
fwim, as to forbid all attempts at compofition^ 
till he has acquired and formed a ftyle which de- 
pends fomucb, like perfonal grace and activity, upon 

pra£lice« 
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f>radice» Falfe concords and falfe quantities, re-* 
proved and amended, guide the learner by degrees 
to trueprofody and fyntax. Barbarizing anglicifms^ (9 
ofi^nfive to Milton, lead to pure latinity. << Ati 
•* art, fays Bu(by, is the way of doing a thing 
•* furely, readily, and gracefully," Grammar is the 
art of fpeaking and writing : and was that or any 
other art ever attained without repeated efforts, lead* 
ing by infenfible gradations through error to per- 
fedion ? The Latin pieces of v^rfe and profe of 
Milton now extant were derived no doubt from long 
reading and obferving. His Juvenilia^ admirable as 
they are, were certainly preceded by more puerile 
exercifes and imperfe^ compofitions« 

Didicit prius, extimuitque magijirum. 

Ripetitions by heart are no more than fele£{;ing, as 
Locke himfelf direds, the beautiful paflages from 
authors, and impreffing them on the memory of the 
reciter. They (hould not it is true (and they are 
not) be too long, nor too frequently exaded : yet 
fuch exercifes undoubtedly ferve to ftrengthen the 
memory ; for every faculty of the mind, as well as 
every limb of the body, acquires vigour from ufe 
a«d exertion. If playfrs^ whom Locke farcaftically 

inftaneesy 
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inftances, have not all of them the beft memories fiL 
the world, every player perhaps poflefTes that fa- 
culty in a greater degree, than if he had not been, 
called upon to the conftant exercife of it in bis 
profeiSon. 

Greek ought not to be excluded, as Lotke feems 
to exclude it, from a young gentleman's education* 
If languages are to be learnt fo eafily and fo readil79 
as Locke aflerts, Greek in particular ought not to 
be omitted ; and if thofe who have been initiated in 
that language do generally, as he fays, feldom after- 
wards make any proficiency, how can it be expe&ed 
that they who have not learnt even the rudiments 
as. boys, fliould attain that language, when men?. 
This however is his method and propofal. Give 
then rather in the courfe of their education the power 
and poflibility of becoming adepts ! (for this is all 
that can be done by education) and you have dif- 
charged your duty. Every fcholar, who makes a 
very confiderable progrefs in any language, art, or 
fcience, is chiefly his own mafter. Greek is at leaft 
as neceflary and ornamental to a gentleman, as a 
trade fo earneftly recommended by Locke, and full 
as polite and beneficial an accomplifliment as the. 
art of perfumery, varnifliing, graving, working in. 

iron. 
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iron^ braiSy or filver, cutting or fetting of pre- 
cious ftones^ or even grinding and polifhing optical 
glafles ! 

RouflTeau is particularly partial to the occupation 
of a joinery one of the trades recommended by Locke^ 
and takes notice, with an air of triumph, that the 
Czar Peter exercifed the employment of a ihip's 
carpenter,! As to ftudy, he denies his pupil all books^ 
except Robinfon Crufoe. 

Hardinefsy fo ftrongly recommended by Locke^ 
is much more likely to be obtained in a Publick 
School than at home, where the ill-judged, tender* 
nefs of the parents, of mamas efpecially, often pro«» 
duces eff€;minacy, which expofes the little matter to 
the ridicule of all his Schoolfellows. 

•• Sbeipijh fofimfs (it is allowed by Locke) often 
<' enervates thofe who ar-e bred like foplings, aC 
<< home." He owns too on another occafion that 
<< it is not unufual to obferve the children of gentle* 
^< men's families treat the fervants of the houfe with 
<« domineering words, names of contempt, and an 
<< imperious carriage : as if they were of another 
«c race, and fpecies beneath them.'^ 

, Vot. II, R Other 
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Other vices and wcaknefles may alfo be learnt iil 
the parlour, the kitchen, an4 the ftablc. Of.thcf 
contagion from a train of vicious domefticks Locked 
himfelf always appears extremely fenfible. In one 
place his words arc thefe. " They frequently learnr 
*« from unbred or debauched fervants untowardly 
«* tricks and vices, as otherwife they poflibly would 
•' be ignorant of all their live*;" 

Locke well obfervcs that *• the peculiar phyjiog^ 
** nomy of thi mind is moft difcovcrable in children,- 
^^ before cunning hath taught them to hide defoi--* 
** mities and conceal their ill inclinations under 3 
« diffembled outfide." 

Publick Education is iftfinitel]^ better calculated 
than Domeftick Tuition for the difcovery of the 
natural features of the mind. If ^ boy wears 2 
mafk, his Schoolfellows will be fure to tear it off, 
andl)etray his real difpofition to general obfervation ; 
and indeed I fcarce rdmember a iingle inftance of al 
lad bred in a great fchool, who did not retain ftrong} 
traces of his puerile charader all his life after. 
The firjl Jcenes of hit life therefore, to ufe Locke'^ 
«(wn words j' are beft aSed on a Publick Stage," 
where bis predominant paj^ns and prevailing inclina-i 

ikm }»eing more ppeQ.and expQf(;;d^ are moft capable 
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bt corre£l:ion« His very fchool fellows become' 
taiafters in this inftance ^ for youth commonly ia« 
blines to the benignant and generous fide* 

In regard to Mrals and rtligioHy thofe great and 

important cdnfiderations, if it is duly weighed thlt 
the moft nice and dangerous part of human life 
occurs between the commencement and conclufion 
of the period d^ftined to education^ it is not won-> 
derful that publick fchool-boys^ as well as private 
pupils, Ihould fometimes be found to be deie£tive 
or culpable. The fap will yife in the fpring, blight* 
Will ftrike the nobkft plant, and frofts will nip the 
faireft flower : all that xan be fuggefted by art is 
Wholefome manure, and providently to fence and 
Jguard againft the heat or inclemency of the feafon. 
In puBlick fchools the duties of religion are by no 
toieans negle£bd. All that Locke enjoins is duly 
taught. The exercifes of Saturday evening, and 
the leffons of Monday morning, are from the Bible 
and Prayer book. The daily bufinefs of the fchool, 
begins, like that of the Houfe of Commons, with 
reading prayers. One of the fenior boys officiate^ 
AS chaplstin, and the prayers are inXatin. Even the 
Sacrament is at a proper age adminiftered to the 
young difciples; a<id I have whuefled^ a0iORg£ 
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ihofe early communicants, a folemnity of prepant^ 
tion and reception, that would have done thent 
honour at any fucceeding period of their lives. 

Locke, with an air of aiTumed candour towards 
tbe mafter oF a fchool introduces the following ob- 
fervationf 

•* The difference is great between tfvffor three pupils 
** in the fame houfe^ and three or fourfeore ^oys 
*• lodged tip and down. For let the majkr^s induflrf 
*< and Jkill he ne^r Jo greats it is impoJlHe hefiould 
have fifty or one hundred fcholars Under his eye any 
longer than they ari in fchool together: not can it be 
expeSied that he: Jhduld injlru^ them fuccefsfully in 
any thing but their books. The forming of their 
minds and manners^ requiring a conjlant attention 
and particular application to every fingle boy^ which 
is impojjible in a numerous fUck^ and would be wholly 
in vairi' (could he have time iojludy arid Correal ever^ 
Offers particular defers and wrong inclinations) when 
the lad was to be left to himfelf^ or the prevailing 
infeHion of his fellows^ the greateji part of the four 
and twenty hours. ^ -^ 

The abfolute impoffibillty qf a conjlant application 
mnd fmicular attention to every Jingle boy^ aiiA ic 

may 
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tnay be added the doubt whether fuch particular at- 
tention would not rather injure than benefit ''the 
pupil by encouraging his felf-importance, togdthei 
with many other obvious difficulties, oblige Ebcke 
hiqifelf at laft to confefs, as has before been no- 
ticed, *^ what ihall be refolved in this cafe muft in 
** a great meafure be left to the parents to be deter* 
•* mined by their circumftances and conveniences/' 
But not to take advantage of fuch a reludant con* 
ceffion^ let u9 rather recommend to the mafter of a 
great fchool, to keep a watchful eye on the conduA . 
of tii6 boys during the intervals of the fchool hours, 
and carefully by himfclf and his affiftants to vifit 
and regulate the boarding houfes. The mafters an^ 
miftrefles of thofe houfes muft fufaroit to his direc- 
Itions, or abandon their employments : for what 
parent would commit his fon to a family fuppofe4 
to be adverfe to the general difcipline of the fchool ; 
and whofe inmates are indulged in irregularity and 
diffipation i It is requifite alfo for Schoolmafters to 
be rather backward In granting leave for too fre- 
^uent vifitB at home 3 for where they too much pre- 
vail, it has happened that the^me and the fchool hsLv^ 
each in their turns^ been pleaded by the yquns^ 
truant as an apology for bis abfence froin both. 
^n4 this is one of the moft fi^tal inroads from private 

K 3 mifmanagement 
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milhiaiiagement on the beneficial influence of Pub* 
lick Education, where the wifdom of the inftitu* 
tion is countera<^cd by t;he indifcretion of indivi* 
duals, 

Suppofe an author equally inclined to depreciate 
Domeftick Tuition, as Locke has in his little tracSk 
ihewn himfelf difpofed to ridicule and vilify Publick 
Education, might not fucb a writer, abandoning the 
firaight path of candour and impartiality,. and aflum* 
ingthc thannersof a fatyrical pleader and declaimer| 
cxprefs himfelf to the following purport I 

** I canpot bear to fee the free fpirit and generous 
^^ nature of a youth, that fhould look abroad into 
** the world of which he is himfelf a part, **^ ca- 
«* bin*d, cribb'd, confined" in the narrow limits of 
^< a private family, a puny fondling dandled on the 
^' lap of his mother, or at bed: perhaps a tiny 
*^ fportfmanor foaker in company of his father. IJF 
^' they have a country pkrfpn in the hbufe, who 
^^ teaches my young mafier to read, he teaches him 
^^ to fmoke at the fame time, and envelopes in the 
^< fame cloud his perfon and his underftanding. 
•* The firft Latin that he conveys to him is the old 
^ axiom oif in vim vtritasy and hi; Greek (if he 

« has 
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(* jias any) is all Jnacrftntief. It is ocitls iii4e.cd 
f < whether his learning extends £0 fsu*. He is per* 
<< haps a m&ccJfingOf or at ht&z S^uiare or iTJkvacittm 
** in Mr. AUworthy's fplendid manfion. Over the 
<^ fervants of the family the heir apparent is a little 
^^ tyrant, and from his fubjefts he learns, as foon 
^' as he can fpeak, every fpecies of provincial bar* 
f^ barifm ; and as foon as be can think, or zStp 
•• every kind of vice and meannefs. f^irtue^ wi/^ 
** dom, breedings ahd learnings afe feldom to bp 
f^ found under a private roof 5 but muft be foiight> 
^' like the Deity, in a folemn temple confecrated to 
•• fuch facred worfhip !*' 

Waying ridicule and irony| and adhering as the 
(ubje£t requires, tp ftri6^ truth, it muft be confefied 
that Publick Education as well as Dpmeftick Tui- 
tion, has its faults : but maQy of the corruptions of 
fchools are l^rought by the fcholars from home. 
At home are the foolifli, the idle, and vicious fer- 
vants, fo mifch dreaded by Locke. At home indul- 
gence takes the place of difcipline, and from home 
they often bring fums pf money far beypnd their 
little occaflons, by which artificial wants are created 
and diforders int^oduced|. This laft evil, wholly 
^wing to the inijifcfetion of frien<)$.aAd parents, has 



S4$ THOUGHTS ON 

beenjHuticuIarly noxious to Publick Schools. Maftflrs 
can only controul and check iu influence. Friends 
and parents alone can prevent and extirpate it. 

Publick Schools ought to cultivate the mathmit^ 
tichf as well as the claJUks. Both might be taught 
fuficiently, for the initiation of pupils, du^ng their 
ftay at a Publick S^ho^l ; frqqi whenc^e they ou^ht 
to be fent (q the Univerfities, equally prepated to 
purfne thi^ir p^ilpfophical as theif Clascal ftudies, 

Pub]ick Schools alfo generally Retain t)ielr pupils 
too long. Youths fliould be difmifTed from fchools 
at the age of iixteen or feventeen at the lateft. They 
are afterwards commencing young men, and. will 
not patiently fubmit to t^e corrections of children, 
When the boys at Weilminfter rebelled becaufe a 
fenior fcholar between eighteen and nineteen years of 
age would not fubmit to the difcipline of the rod^ 
Dr. Barker, then a prpbend, contended that the 
fcholar was in the right. It was wrong he faid, to 
attempt to fcourge a youth at that age* It was air 
. jnoft fiiomj. f ity that Dr. Barker was not a Ge«« 
neral ! 

In general it is unadviikble for parents to fend 
their fohs tQ a Great Publick Scb'.oK fooner than at 

the 
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file period of nine or ten years of age ; not that I 
would wifb the preceding period to be loft and bu- 
ried' in ignorance and idlenefs. Let their children 
in the mean while be fent to fome preparatory aca- 
demy, where they may be taught to write, to reid^ 
to fpe;|ik French, to dance, to draw, and the rudi- 
ments of Latin according to the grammar of the 

fpbool for which they are afterwards intended. A 
xnafter who cannot, by himfelf ^nd his aiSftants» 
fupply his little ftudents virith thefe helps, is unfit te 
goveri) fucb ap academy. 

One great reafon for preference of Publick to 
Private Education is this. Schoolboys, being at in- 
tervals called home, partake occaiionally of the en« 
joyments and fociety of a family. Private pupils^ 
conftantly confined within one narrow circle, ac- 
quire none of the freedom and fpirit of a Publick 
Education. 

Travely where it can be afforded, cannot be ac- 
companied with the benefit that ought to attend it 
from the firft ftage of life, one of the periods t6 
which JLfickt deftines it : but being certainly im- 
proper at the ufual time and in the ufual mode, may 
l^e refcrved to Locke's laft Stage, and therefore 

prdpcriy 
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jM'operly fucceeding to a removal from the Uniyer^ 
iittes I when the young traveller, if not fit and abl^ 
to go a^one, had better not go at alK 

Milton has given Atra^aU on EdtfcatioHy contain- 
ing a plan of a fchool and univerfity in one, intended 
to annihilate all other fchools and univerfities, by 
inftituting as many of fuch academies as might be 
peceiTary in different parts of th^ kingdom. Yet in 
this plan, romantick as he almoft himfelf feems to 
think it, he has proceeded on principles very dif« 
ferent fvom thofe of Locke, and £bewn himfelf the 
friend and advocate of Publick Education. He 
rather follows the principles of I'lato and Xenophon^ 
than adopts the fyftem of Locke^. 

His propofed number of pupils is an hundred ai^d 
^fty, more or lefs. He direds the teaching of lan- 
guages, naf by rote^ but by grammar^ and thofe not 
only modern but ancient, and of the ancient not 
only Latin, but Greek and Hebrew, with the 
Chaldean and Syrian diale&s. So far from objedling 
to repetitions^ that he enjoins Grammar lefTons to h 
fot by hearty and poems, and orations not merely tQ 
be read, but ^^ put to memory and folemnly an« 
^* nounced with right accent and grace." An4 
though, like Locke^ he regrets the time thrown 

4 " *way 
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9\\ray in learning one or two languages, yet himfelf 
appropriates no lefs time than nine «years, froof 
twelve to twenty one, to education. He alfo fixes 
the age of twenty three or twenty foi^r as t^e propei: 
time for travel, if travel be n^ceiTary. So that oi| 
the whole, though I have been hardy enough to 
enter the lifts with fuch a ^iant antagonlft as Locke. 
I have Milton to fupport me. 

It appears indeed, on the face of Locke's tra^l, 
that the prefent plan of education is highly prefer- 
able to the fyftem that prevailed at the time of his 
Yvriting. The medical management of dhildren is 
fo much improved, that many things which he re- 
commends, as contrary to the practice of thpfe 
times, are now in general ufe : and as to the cul- 
tivation of their minds, were he now living, h^ 
would no longer lament the want of a fixpenny 
Hiftory of the Bible, or an Mfop with pictures to 
every fable. The bookfellers have providedthe littlr 
ftudents a Lilliputian library, and every toyfliop andr- 
Stationer will fupply them with polygons for the 
vowels, or the whole alphabet in cards or ivory, 
unlefs they ihould rather chufe to fwallow it in gin- 
gerbread. Geography is learnt by the dice, like 
the Game of the Gpofe; maps, are diiTeSed into 

kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, and provinces ; and perhaps to Locke 
himfelf we owe many of thofe valuable atcfaievo^ 
mcnts, 

Univerfities, thofe dry narfes that fucceed to the 
firff feminaries of education, are alfo much improved 
in their principles and practice fince the seras of 
Milton and Locke: and if the ftudents do not at 
their departure make due progrefs in their feveral 
purfuits and profei&ons, the failure muft be imputed 
to themfelves, who have fo ill applied the time they 
^ave pafled there. At one-univeriity fince the time 
. of Mil^on^ a great and tranfcendent genius has ad- 
vanced ^he career of fcience as Milton himfelf car- 
ried the flights of poetry, b^ond the viftble diurnal 
fphere. At the othpr an acute and able jurifprudent^ 
whofe early lofs we ftill lament, inftituted a c^urfe 
of le£lures of eftablijfhed authority to the profeffional 
reader, as well as affording, in the moft elegant 
terms, a code of law necefTary for the infl:ru£iion and 
perufal of every private s;entleman. The. ftudents 
too are now lefs bewildered in the labyrinths of lo- 
gick and mctaphyficks. ' To their original refiftance 
to the principles of Locke perhaps we owe much of 
his prejudice to Publick Education. His prejudices, 
were he now a living witiiefe of the cordial rcfception 

•f 
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^f his do£lrines, would perhaps, vaniflb : though he 
might ftill infift, and not without juftice, accord* 
ing to the Tirodnium * of my worthy and ingenious 
friend Mr. Cowper, that DifcipUne ihould (land as 
porter at the gate of every college* 

The ftudy of Geography, Chronology, Hiftory, 
the Elements of Natural Philofophy and Geometry, 
may eafily be reconciled to the plan of the early part of 
Publick Education, and fliould be incorporated with 
it. As to dancing, fencing, and accounts, Ithefe are 
generally taught by feparale mafters, according t^ 
the direction of the parents without need of parti* 
tulaf injun£iion or ferious difiertation. Painting 
and muiick are indeed not in fa general requeil, and 
the truth is that gentlemen pradtitioners cither mir* 
apply much of their time, or fall infinitely below 
the moft common artifts of either profeifi6n. If a 
trade is abfolutely necefTary to a ftudent and a gen* 
tkman, that of a gardener feems to be the moft 

healthy 

* The Ttroclntum forms part of a colleflionof 
poems by W. Cowper, Efq. one of which poem« 
is The Tajky a moft admirable work in blank yerfe, 
which gives a moft promifing earn^ft of the author*^ 
intended Tranflatioa of Homer in that mcafure« 
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licalthy and agreeable, to which in bad weathe^ 
may be added the oc(5upati6n of a joiner or car- 
penter, as on that account both Locke and Rouf*- 
feau recommend it. And a fchoolboy is perhaps 
more qualified even for fiich an apprenticefhip, aft 
Well as for the more honourable and hazardous avo^ 
tations of the army or navy, than a young geiitle- 
iman bred in a private family* 

Locke concludes his tradl on education with tfaefd 
words. 

*' Though I aih now come to a conclufion of 

** what obvious remarks have fuggefted to me con- 

*< cerning Education, / would not have it thought 

>*• that j[ loffi on it as a jujl treatife on this fubjt&. 

*^ There are a thouland other, things that may need 

''^ confideration, efpecially if one (hould take in th6 

*^ various tempers^ different inclinations, and par- 

^' ticular defaults that are to be found in children^ 

*' and prefcribe proper remedies. The variety is 

** fo great^ that it would require a volume ; not 

^^ would that reach it. Each man^s mind has fome 

^< peculiarity, as well as his face, that diftinguiihes 

'•* him from all others, and there are poflJbly fcarCe 

<^ two children who can be condu£):ed by exadly 

^^ the fame method. Befides that I think a prince, 

** a nobleman, and an ordinary gentleman's foh, 

« fliould 
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^^ Ihould have dilFerent ways of breeding. 3ut 

** having had here only fome general views in re- 

^^ ference to the main end, and aims in education^ 

^< and thofe defigned for a gentleman's fon who 

** being then very little, I conlidered only as white 

^' paper or wax, to be moulded and fafhioned as 

^< one pleafes, I have touched little more than thofe 

^^ heads which I judged neceffar]^ for the breeding 

^* of a young gentleman of his eiondkion in ge* 

^* neral ; and have now publifbed thefe my occa- 

^< fional thoughts with this hope; that thought 

^^ this be far from being a compleat treatife on this 

** fubjeft, or fuch as that every one may find what 

*• will juft fit his child in it, yet it may give fome 

** fmall light to thofe whofe concern for tHeir dear. 

« 

^< little ones makes them fo irregularly bold, that 
** they dare venture to confult their own reafon in 
*' the education of their children^ rather than wholly 
^* to rely upoh Old Guftom." 

If Locke could not call his work a iumpleat tna'^ 
ftfe on Education^ much lefs can I prefume to fubmit 
thefe loofe thoughts to the reader in that light ; efpe- 
<:ially as they are not offered under that idea, but mere- 
\y to vindicate Publick^£ftabli(hments from cenfures 
that appeared, coming from whomfoever, unjuft and 
tUiberaU If the awful and revered name of Locke 

gave 
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gave a fandion to prejudices, it was but aAing with 
the fpirit, though without the* talents, of Locke^ 
to combat them. Almoft all the fyftems of Private 
Education appear a romantick theory, not reducible 
to prafiice. Locke himfelf fays *' that a prioce, a 
*^ nobleman, and an ordinary gentleman's fon 
«« fhould have a different way of breeding." Yet 
the attention enjoined to be given to his pupil^ 
not to dwell on the charaSer of his Tutor ^ are fcaree 
to be expeAed even by a prince, though he con- 
fefles that his views and main end were to fuggeft 
hints on thofe heads, neceflary for the education of 
a gentleman's fon. A Telemachus may obtain a 
Minerva for a Mentor ; an Englifh Prince may 
command a Markham or a Hurd: but the 
fon of a gendeman, tie fon of a nobleman 
I will venture to fay will at leaft derive as 
much benefit from a Publick Education as from 
Private Tuition. Neither themes nor verfes, fo 
dreaded by Locke, impede their progrefs to the 
iirft offices, and mod important duties. Thefe 
are fadls founded on experience, and the many 
illudricus characters that have begun their career 
on a royal foundation will fully juftify my aflertion. 

How many Ovrds, Murray, were thy boaft,- 
How many Martial^ were ii\PuLTE:<EY loft 1 
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The faJlowing Jbort and ouaftonal Dtffiftation an 
Tails, having been accidentally omitted in its proper 
place^ brings tip the rear iff the Profe in this v#- 
lume. 



T§ the PwNTxk rf the St. James's CHRONictB* 

Sir, 

CASTING my eye on the London Gaeettt 
a few days ago, it gave me infinite pleafute to 
fee particular Orders ifTued from the War-Office^ 
*« That all His Majcfty's Regiments of Hdrfe and 
*< Dragoons, except the Light Hdrfe, fliall be 
♦* mounted only on fuch horfes^ as have their full 
•'^ tails^ without the leaft part iaken from them/* 

Never furely did the tyrant man exercife a more 
Wanton piece of cruelty over his fubjefts of the 
brute creation, than in clipping the Tails of the 
horfes, and robbing them of their fair and natural 
proportion. Caftratioh itfelf, cruel as it is, carries 
to fportfmen and epicures fome apology along with 

Vol. U. S it. 
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it. Fowls become a plumper and more delicious 
ihorTei, after being made capons ; and horfes« con- 
verted into geldings^ are; thereby rendered more trad- 
able. But we of the Taho fpecies have nothing to 
plead in our excufe to the generous H§ubm^n for 
thus barbaroufly depriving him of a part of his 
frame, which nature has wifely given him for feveral 
purpofes both of ufe and ornament. 

Cuftom, it is true, has long authorifed this favage 
pra£licej yet it has not been able to reconcile us to 
it entirely. In fculpture, painting, and tapeftry^ 
horfes ftill wear their full tailsy without the leaft part 
iaien from them. Do biit contemplate the figure of 
a king on horfcback on a pedeftal, or of a general 
in a battle piece, either on canvas or in the arras; 
the mane and tail of the horfe is as full and flowing 
as the periwig of the rider. Tue tail of Bucephalus 
himfclf has not a bolder fweep than that of the noble 
beads who bear Lewis the Fourteendi, or the duke of 
Marlborough. What fliould we fay to Stubbs, were 
he to put a fet of docked geldings to the chariot (tf 
Phaeton I Or how ihould we confider the very fame 
mutilations, were We to make the experiments on 
other quadrupeds ? Figure to yourfelf the view of a 
pafture covered with bulls^ cows^ Iheep, and oxen, 

grazing 
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gtztihg oh a comiiibri» or i mountain^ as bare«> 
! biteched as a highl^teir f 

This pradlce airo9 to the (hame of our age and 
nation be it fpoken9 is both local and recent. Ill 
iiie ahtiefit tiiiies of chivalry what figure woilld 4 
knight haVe iaizit oh fucH a maimed fteed I and , 
what damfel would have deigned to hidiint a bob* 
tilled palfry ! The beginning ^veii of the preferit 
century fanv 6\it h6rfes filll in pofieiE&n df tbeit 
full tails. It was then the Son Ton. <^ FOppIng^ 
^* ton's long tails wete khowh on every rOad itt 
<^ cHrlilendom/' At pfefeht except Lord Fal- 
ihoufh^s fet of diuis, and the ro/al ^Ifavi of <^eam« 
coloured horfes, we have» alas^ ho long tails in the 
kingdom. But the year one thoiifand feveii hun« 
dred and iikty four is, I hope, the happy sex'a from 
whence we may date their Jr6ftoratioh» All the 
Engliih (javalry, except the Light Gtorfe, <« fhall be 
*^ mounted only on fuch horfeS» as have their full 
•* tails without ih$ leaft pari iaien from them** It 
was indeed, high time for fuch a reformation. 
Many centuries elapfed before our eonftitution pro- 
vided a law againft attempts to deface and maim the 
human body : and it was now become equally ne« 
ceiTary to iflue the above Orders from the War-Office, - 

S % which 
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I 

which it is hoped » will operate as t kind of CoVM» 
try Aa^ againft h»gging^ dodingf tad mciif^^ ihe 
horfes. 

As a true patriot^ I am equally anxious to wipe 
oS a national refleAion, as U> alter the fafbion« 
This eroel pradice is one of the fiains oa our man- 
iiersy which has given our enemies occafion to ftyle 
us The Savages cf Europt. In Francf neither horfe,^ 
^ nor man, nor woman, can have too much hair, but 
all carry it unviolated on their htads and their tails, 
'< without the leaft part taken from them." In 
England full-bottoms and full tails vani&ed at 
the fame period* Crop-eared coxcombs and docked 
horfe^ hoggid manes and hoggid toupees^ came in 
together. A wonderful analogy between the treat- 
ment of our fellow countrymen's heads, and their 
horfes tails ! From this analogy it rs that our neigh- 
bours have imbibed the aflbciated idea of the favage* 
nefi of our manners ^ and an Englifliman at Parii 
is fure to be reproached with the barbarity of pur 
beheading kings, alid docking horfes. 

A celebrated French Writer CxpreffctS himfelf ihiW 
on this combination of itahuman ula^es in thie 
^Ountry^ 
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Afc barbarc Angleterre ! ou Ic fatale coutcau 
Trcnche le$ tetc$ aux rois, & 4cs cues aux chevauxM 

FoUair$^s Htnriadt% 

With ^ free tranljation of the above lines I ffiall 
(onclude thefe reflections. 

Ah barb'rous England, kings ?nd ftecds to dod?. 
To curtail tails, and fcntence block to block I 

I aniy Sir» 

ypur hunible fervant, 
HIPPQLITUS, 

♦ ^omt (urious reader^ have in vain fearched thi 
flittriadi of Voltaire for thefe lines. It would have 
ffeen equally vain to fearch the reft of his worisy or 
thefe of any other French author. It is indeed im^^ 
pojftble that fueh a couplet could have found a place in 
the Epick Poemy from which they are pretendedly cited. 
And if the writer had not heard them gravely quoted as 
lines of Voltaire^ he Jhould have thought it needle fs ta^ 
mention that the French 4ift\^h ^"^ the free tranjlation^^ 
' |tf/A owe their origin t^ the writer j^Hippqlitu^, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

That the reader may comprefaeod the foree of ^ 
following fcene, it will be neceflary to give him briefly 
the plan and ftory of the preceding part : Adam 
feels a violent and Aidden Ihock of nature within 
him, which he imagines to be the forerunner of his 
death. While his mind is wholly employed in thefe 
ideas, and full of i^raiige aj;)prehenfipns9 the Angel 
of De^th appears before him, and pronounces his 
doom ; and add^ moreover that he fhall not die, till 
he comprehends the meaning of thefe words, 
^ Thou fhalt die the death.'' Cain, an outcaft and 
a wanderer, is conducted by Divine Juftice to tbf 
, VpwerofAdam. 



^ S9EN'K from ^h^ D^ath d Adam; 
By Mr. KLOPSTOCK. 

PIRSTPRINTEDIN 

The- St, James's Magamne, My'cb iy6j, 
ACT II. SCENE II. 

1 

APAM, S^TH) Sei^IMA. 
S E I. J M A, 

FATHER^ againft your qrdcrs I return. 
Imploring your paternal goodnefs : lift ! 
Oh, I conjure you, deign to lift I-^^-a man-* 
His like I ne*er beheld— prowls round the bowVj^ 
Menaces me, and wou'd confer with you. 
ET'n yet I ftand difmj*y*d--Tbeyond a doubt^ 
In other regions there cxifts a race 
Of men, who're not thy childrca— No, 'tis certain 
This is no fon of Adam. 

A o A M« 

What's his air I 

And what his features i Say ! . 

. S E L I M A. 

His ftatur<j's tall J 

Prcadful his air -, and from bis hoUow ey^» 

^ Ht 
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He rolls confufioa and difmay : his limh$ 
Arc covered with a IbiiuAg i|)eckled hide. 
And in bis hand be bears a mafly club* 
Knotted all o'er : his face is pale and fun burnt } 
But ah, his palenefs is not like to your's* 
Oh father, father ! 

ADAM* 

Was his forehead bare f 

m 

4 

S S L I M A. 

Scarce durft I caft my fearful looks upon him, 
Yet on his forehead I defcried a fign— — i 
Such as I can't defcrib e I know not wha( 
Of terrible and dreadful. 

AP A M, 

It is Cain ; 
O Sethi 'tis Cain. The Lord hath lent him now 
To render death more bitter to me. Go t 
G0| Seth, and fee if God hath fent him to me* 
Tell him, befeech him, to depart in peace : 
Urge him to fly my prefenee ! but if fiill 
He will appear before me, let him come ! 
'TIS God who fends him : I have well deferv'd it« 
Corer the altar, that the guiltlefs blood 
Of his poor brother, whom he maifacred. 
Wound not his eyes, 

SQENG 
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SCENE III. 
Adam, Selima. 

SB tIMA. 

My hihf^r^ wherefore yawns 

That horrid pit juft dug at th' altar's foot f 

ADAM. 

jDh daughter I didft thou never fee a grave } 

a E L 1 14 A. 

A gRve f my father ! 

ADAM9 [apart • 
Oh tpo bitter day f 
CaiA wfU f^A Cpme^ and Selima is here^ 

S ]| L I M A* 

Oh9 anfwer me I Is then my father angry i 
Alas ! there was a time^ when you wou'd deiga 
To call me your dear Selima. 

ADAM. 

Still moft dear^ 

$till my beloved child. 

».■ ■ ■ •>-... 

SStlMA* 

You faid but nowy 
That Cain was come to render death more bitter. 
Alas, I fcarce can breathe; my voice too fails : 
^h I my dear father, mean you now to die i 

ADAM 
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APAM. 

Grieve not my daughter ! death is di|e to all) 
From duft we camey and ihall to duft return. 
So God himfelf hath order'd ; and you know it. 
Long time before thofe eyes of your's, my child| 
Were open'd on the light» had ^oary age 
Whiten'd my locks. But Caii>-<]n-r 

f B L I M A- 

Oh father, father ! lEmiraiin^ l^s kna^ 
By your paternal fondnefs, by that love 
Which once you bore to Abel, i^nd which now 
£man and Seth partake; by thofe dear babes 
Who fhall to day take bleffings irQtn your hand j 

Live, I conj ure you ! Oh my father, live f 
Do not die yet. 

ADAM* 

Oh daughter of my \itzxt^ 
^rife s~behQl4 them hprc ! 

S C E N E IV. 
Adam, Cain^ S£th, Selima, 

fPAIN. 

|s't Ad^m that I fqe { 
Adam, thou wert not woi^t to turn fo pale 
A( f^^i ^f <n^ (^y crime had rendered wretched; ' 
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AD AM^ 

llold, I conjure thee ! Io6k on tlitat cTear maidi 
Whofe eyes o'erflcnr with tears : refpe^ her grle/'y 
iioT ftaih with blafphemies her innocenee. 

4 A IN. 

Her innocence !——^has thst remainM on eartbf 
Since Adam has had children ? 

Selima^ 
Ketire i ami Seth fltall icon recall you; 

S C E N E V. 

Ai)AM| CaINi S£TH« 
ADAM. 

Cain ! 
Why haft thou difobey*d me ? why return'i 
"to this abode of peaCe i 

CAIK. 

^ * Inform me firff, 
tV^ho's he has brought me now before yw^ 

ADAM. 

Seth, 

My fecond fon; 

CAIN. 

Infidt me not with pity I 
I afk for none. He is thj third fon, Adami 
I am now come to taKe full vengeance on thee. 
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8 B T H. 

lohuiiian ! wouldft thou then with thy own hands 
Murder thy ftther? 

Long ere thou waft born, 
I waa akeadjr wretched. Let us talk ! '-*-«-' 
Father, I mean not to attempt your life, [fo Ai>am« 

ADAM. 

And what's the injury you weu'd revenge? 

. CAIK. 

The injury of having giv^n me life* 

A B A M « 

My firft-born child, does that excite your vengeance? 

CAIN. 

Yes; I'll revenge the murder I committed | 

I'll revenge Abel's oiiurder ; he, whofe blood 

Goes up to heav'n, and cries for vengeance on me« 

I will revenge myfelf, for that I am 

The moff unhappy of all children born. 

And of all fuch as fhall be born hereafter. 

Sunk with the weight of guilt and mifery. 

An outcaft and a wanderer, every where 

I bear my fteps and find no reft on earth. 

Without a hope of finding it in heaven. 

That, that's my caufe of vengeance* 

ADAM. 



U 
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ADAM. 

Ere I firft 
Commanded you to come no more before me. 
Thy mouth an hundred times hath vomited 
The fame reproaches, which I've often anfwer'd* 

« 

But never did your words or ravings ftrike 
So near upon my heart as on this day, 
Moft cruel and moft dreadful of my Iife« 

CAIN. 

I was ne'er fatisfied with thofe your anfwers^ 
£ut if, perchance to-day, the force of truth 

» 

Strikes deeper on your foul, believe not, Adam^ 
My vengeance ihall flop there.— >0 fole amends 
For all the woes I fuffer, great revenge, 
Whofe flame confumes me! many an age Tfc 

fworn it, 
I'll fatiate thee. And now thy hour is come. 

8 £ T H. 

Wretch I if thy fury has not dimm'd thine eye. 
View thofc grey hairs I 

CA I K. 

And what are they to me i 
Of all his children I'm the moft unhappy. 
My life's a (lurden :. 'twas he gave that life 
Which now I drag in mis'ry, and I'll now 
Punijfh him home for't. Nought Ifee or feel 
But my own wretched nefs and my defpair. 
I will have vengeance* 

ADAM, 
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ADAM, [td Seth. 

Our High Judge hath fent him; 
Thou wilt have vengeance on me ? [to caIk; 

CAIN, 

I will curfe yoii. 

ADAM. 

O fon ! this is too ikuch : cuarfe not thy father I 
Now in the name of mercy and that pardon 
For which you ft ill may hope, I do ctojure y6ii 
Curfe not thy father Adam ! 

CAIK; 

I will curfe you. 

A fi A k* 

Come hither then ! and Pll point out the place 
Whel'e you may launch your maledidion on me. 
Come follow me 1 look there ! thy father's grave ! 
There, curfe him .there ! I am to die to day : 
Th' Angel of Death appearM to tell my fate. 

CAIN. 

And what's that altar i 

s E T li. 
O Cain, O moft fmful 
And moft unhappy of mankind ! that altar 
Is Abel's altar : look upon the blood 
Wherewith 'tis ftain'd. It is thy brother^s blood. 

c A I n; 
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c A I k: 
See, from the bofom of the black ^byfs. 
Vengeance and fury raife their crefts againft me ! 
That Altar, oh, my heart ! that fatal Altar 
CruQies nie, like a rock ! — I fwim in blood ! 
Where ant I? Where's my father ? — Hear me, Adam I 
This day my Ciirfe begins to fall upon theCj, 
This day, thy lafl; ; oh may thy agonies 
Be all made up of fear, defpair, and horrofy 
The agony of agonies !— -the dread image 
Of vile corruption ftill be prefent— — 

ADAM« 

Holdl 
My firft-born fon, oh hold ! — Appalling Senteocc 
Of Death denounc'd I now^iirft I comprehend 
Thy awful meaning !— ceafe, my fon, oh ceafc 
To aggravate my grief and my misfortunes ! 

CAIN. 

Ah wretch I what have I done ? Tve ihed his bloody 
The blood of my owa Father :. ha! ftill here? 
Snatch me fome whirlwind from this horrid place I 
Hurry me headlong down the dark abyfs I 
—But I behold my Father !— Is it He ^ 
Is it a ihadow ? Hence, dire phantom. Hence ! 
My Father, turn, oh turn thofe looks away ! 
/Ih, who ^wili drag me from thee ? [Exit ravin^i 

Vol. II T SCENE 
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SCENE VI. 
Adam, S e t h. 

ADAM. 

His dread cries 
Hare ftruck ev^n to the bottom of my fouK 
Follow him, Seth ! alas, He too's my fon. 
Go tell him he has not committed aught 
Of violence againft me, and his rage 
I pardon.— Above all take fpecial heed. 
Not to recall it to his memory 
That this day is the day virhereon I die* 
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Pindar, Olymp. If, 
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ODE TO OBSCURITY. 

r 

. I. I. 

DAUGHTER of Chaos and old Night, 
Cimmerian Mufe, all hail I 
That wrapt in never-twinkling gloom canft writCi 
And fhadoweft meaning with thy dufky veil ! 
What Poet fings, and ftrikes the firings i 
It was the mighly Theban fpoke* 
. lie from thie ever-living lyfe 
With magick hand elicits fire. 
Heard ye the din of modern rhimers bray F 
It was cool M— --n ; or warm G— — y. 
Involved in tenfold fmoke. 

tz The 
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The (hallow fop in antick veft • 

Tk 'd df the beaten road. 
Proud to be iingularly dreft. 
Changes, with every changing moon, the mode* 
Say Ihall not then the heav'n bom Mufes too 

Variety purfue? 
Shtll not applauding criticks h^il the vogue i 
Whether the mufe the ftyle of Cambria's fonf^ 
Or the rude gabble of the Huns, 
Or the broader dialed^ 
Of Caledonia fhc affed. 
Or take, Hibernia, thy ftill ranker brogve f 

On this terreftrial ball 

The tyrant Fafhion, governs alL 
She, fickle goddefs, whom, in days of yore^ 
The ideot Moria, on the banks of Seine, 
Unto an antick fool, hight Andrew, bore. 

Long fhe paid him with difdain. 
And long his pzng^ in filence he concealed i 
At length, in happy hour, his love-fick pain 
On' thy bleft Calends, April, he reveard. 
From their embraces fprung. 

Ever changing, ever ranging, 

Fafhion, goddefs ever young* 

Pcrch^i 
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II. I. 

PerchM on the dubious height, flie loves to ride. 
Upon a \ireather-cock, aftride : 
Each blaft that blows, around (he goes, 
While nodding o'er her creft. 
Emblem of her magic pow'r. 
The light Cameleon (lands confefi'. 
Changing it's hues a thoufand times an hour. 
And ip a veft is (he arrayed. 
Of many a dancing moon*beam made. 

Nor zonelefs is her waift : 
But fair and beautiful, I ween. 
As the Ce(his«cin£i:ur'd Queen» 
Is with the rainbow's (badowy girdle brac'd. 

She bids purfue the fav'rite road 

Of lofty cloud-capt Ode. 
Meantime each bard, with eager fpeed. 
Vaults on the Pegafean Steed : 
Yet not that Pegafus of yore 
Which th' illuftrious Pindar bore. 

But one of nobler breed. 
High blood and youth his lufty veins infpire^ 

T3 Ti» 
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From Tottipontimoy he came ; 
Who knows not, Tottipontimoy, thy name i! 
The Bloody-lhoulder'd Arab was his ftrc, 
• His White-nofe. He on fem'd Doneaftria's plains 

Refign'd his fated breath : 
In vain for life the ftruggling courfer ftrains : 
Ah ! who can run the race with death i 
The tyrant's fpeed, or man or fteed. 
Strives all in vain to fty : 
He leads the cbace, he wins the race^ 

We ftumble, fall, and die. 
Third from Whitenofe fprrngs 
Pegafus, with eagle wings; 
Light o'er the plain as dancing cork. 
With many a bound he beals the gfoimd. 
While all the turf with acclamation rings. 
He won Northampton, Lincoln, Oxford, York ; 
He too Newmarket won! 
There Granta's fon 
Seized on the fteed ; 
And thence him led (fo fate decreed) 

* The author is either miftaken m this pUce^ or has elfe indulgul 
himfelf in a very unwarrantable poetical licence. Whitenofe was naf 
the £re but a fon of the Codolphin Arabian* See my Calendar. 

Hebex 

To 
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To where old Cam, rcnown*d in poet's fong. 

With his dark and inky waves. 

Either bank in iilence laves. 
Winding flow his fluggiih ftreatns along, 

III. I, 

What Stripling neat, of vifagc fweet, 
In trimmeft guife array 'd 

Firft the neighing fteed alTay'd ? 
His hand a taper fwitch adorns, his heel 
Sparkles refulgent with elaftick fteel : 

The whiles he.wins his whiffling way. 
Prancing, ambling, round and round. 

By hill and dale, and me^ad, and greenfwerd gay/^ 
Till fated with the pleafing ride. 

From the lofty fteed difmounting 

^e lies along, enwrapt in confcious pridci 
By gurglipg rill or cryftal fountain. 

III. 2. 

Lo ! next a Bard, fecure of praife, 
His felf-complacent countenance difplays. 
His broad muftachios, ting'd with golden die« 
Flame, like a meteor, to the troubled air. 
Proud his demeanor, and his eagle eye 
O'er hung with laviihlid, yet (hone with glorious glare* 
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The griszle grace 
Of hufhy peruke fliadowM o'er his face. 
In large wide boots, whofe ponderous weight 
Would fink each other wight of modern date| 
He rides, well plea^'d. So large a pair 
Not Garangantua's felf might wear : 
Not He, of nature fierce and cruel. 
Who, if we truft to antient baljaij, 
Devour'd three pilgrims in a falla4 s 
Not He of fame german9, hight Pantagrue|, 

III. 3. 

Accoutred thus, th' adventrous Youth 
Seeks not the level lawn, or velvet mead, 

Faft by whofe fide clear ftreamsmeandring creep ^ 
But urges on amain the fiery fteed 
Up Snowdon's fhaggy fide, or Cambrian rock uncouth) 
Where the venerable herd 
Of goats, with long an^ fapient beard. 
And wanton kidiings their blithe revels |Leep, 
Now up the mountain fee him ftrain ! 
Now down the vale he's toft : 
Now flafhes on the fight again. 
Now in the palpable obfcure quite loft* 

ly, I- 

Man's fecbje race eternal dangers wait. 

With high or low, all, all, is woe, 
Pifeafe, mifchancp, pale fear, and dubious fate: 

But 
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But o'er every peril bounding, 
iimbition views not all the ills furrounding. 
And, tiptoe on the mountain's fieep| 
Refle£ls not on the yawning deep. 

IV. 2- 

See fee, he foars! with mighty wings outfpread^ 
And long refounding mane. 
The Courfer quits the plain. 
Aloft in air, fee, fee him bear 

'I'he Bard, who (hrouds 
His lyrick glory in the clouds, 
Too fond to ftrike the ftars with lofty head!' 
He topples headlong from the giddy height. 
Deep in theCambrian gulph immerg'd in endlefs nights, 

• * 

IV, 3. 
O Steed Divine ! what daring fpirit 
Ri^es thee now i tho* he inherit 
Wor the pride, nor felf opinon. 
Which elate the Mighty Pair, 
Each of tafte the fav*rite minion. 
Prancing thro' the defart air j 
3y help mechanick of Equeftrian block. 
Yet ihall he mount, with clailick houfings grac*d. 
And all unheedful of the critick mock, 
prive his light courfer o'er the bounds of ta(le. 

' ODE 
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♦ pARENT of Eafc! Oblivion old, 

•*• Who lov*ft thy dwelling place to hdd, 
Where fccptcrM Pluto keep$ his dreary fway, 
Whofe Allien pride the fhiv'ring gbofts obey I 
Thou, who delighteft ftill to dwell 
By fome hoar and mofs-grown cell. 

At whofe dank foot Gocytus joys to roll, 

< 

Or Styx' black ftreams, which even Jove controul | 

Or if it fuit thy better will 

To chufc the tinkling weeping rill. 
Hard by whofe fide the feeded poppy red 
Heaves high in air his fweeetly- curling head z 

While creeping in nieandqrs^ flow, 

Lethe's drowfy waters flow. 
And hollow blafls, which never ceafe to figh. 
Hum to each care-ftruck mind their liitla<lulla*by I 

* According to Lillsui who bellows the parental fuadtlon cnObUvioJif 

•♦ • • 

Verba Obliviscxnoi regunt Genitxvvm* 

Lib* xili* Cap. S» 
There is a fimilar palTage in Bttibaiu«« 

A prcjr 
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Jji prey no loager let me be 

To that goffip. Memory, 
Who waves her baBners trim, and prQinlly flies^ 
To fpread abroad her bribble-brabhie lies ! 

With thee, Oblivion,, let me go. 

For Memory's a friend to woe ; 
With thee, Forgetfulnefs^ fair filcnt queen,^ 
The folemn ftole of grief is never feen. 

II. 

All, all is thine. Thy pow'rful fway 

The throng'd poetick hofls obey. 
Tho' in the van of MemVy proud t'appear. 

At thy command they darken in the rear. 
' What tho* the modern tragick ftrain 

For nine whole days protradl thy reign. 
Yet thro' the nine, like whelps of currifh kind, 
Scarcely it lives, weak, impotent, and blind. 

Sacred to thee the crambo rhime. 

The motley forms pf pantomime; 
For thee from Eunuch's throat ftill loves to Row 
The foothing fadnefs of his warbled woe : 

Each day to thee falls pamphlet clean : 

Each month a new-born magazine : 

' Hear 
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Hear then, O Goddefs, bear thy votry's pray'r ! 
And if thou deign'ft to take one moment^ care^ 

Attend thy bard ! who duly pays 

The tribute of his votive lays ; 
Whofe mufe fiill offers at thy facred {brine;—* 
Thy bard who C4IU Tnn His, ^nd make$ Hiia 
Thine, 

O,' fWeet Forgetful nefs, fupreme 

Rule fupine o'et ev*ry theme. 
O'er each fad fubje£t, o'er each foothing ftrain^ 
Of mine, O Goddefs, ftretch thine awful reign ! 

Nor let -MemVy fteal one note, 

Which this ri^de hand to thee hath wrote ! 
So (halt thou fav« me from the poet's fliame, 
Tho* on the Ictter'd rubrick.Dodfley poft my name^ 

III. 

O come ! with opiate popples crownM, 
Shedding flumbers foft around ! 
O come ! Fat Goddefs drunk with Laureat fack !-^ 
See where (he fits on the benumb'd Torpedo's bacl^ f 
Me, in thy dull Elyfium wrapt, O blefs 

With thy calm forgetfulnefs f 
And gently lull my fenfes all the while 
With placid poems in the finking ftile I 

Whether 
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Whether the Herring-Poet fing. 

Great Laureat of the fiihes' king. 
Or Lycbphron prophetick rave his fill 
Wrapt in the darker ftrains of Johnny — j 

• Or if HB fing, wbofe verfe aiFords 

A bevy of the choiceft words. 
Who meets his Lady Mule by mofs-grown cell, 
Adorn'd with epithet and tinkling bell : 

Thefe, Goddefs, let me ftifl forget, 

With all the dearth of Modern Wit I 
So may'ft thou gently o'er my youthful breaft 
Spread, with thy welcome hand, Oblivion^s friendly 
vcft. 
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LAW S T tr t> £ N T* 

Written in MocCLVii. 

^id tibi cum Cirrha F quid t am FermeffidQS unda ? 

Romanum fropius diviiiu/qug /brum efi. 

Mart. 

NOW Chrift-Church left, and fixt at Lincoln's 
Inn, 
Th* important ftudies of the Law begin. 
Now groan the (helves beneath th' unufual charge 
Of records, ftatutes, and reports at large. 
£ach claflick author feeks his peaceful, nook. 
And modeft Virgil yields his place to Coke. 
No more, ye bards, for vain precedence hdpe^ 
But even Jacob take the lead of Pope ! 

While the pil'd fhelves fink down on one another^ 
Apd each huge folio has its cumb'rous brother, 
While, armM with thefe, the ftudent views with awe 
His rooms become the magazine of law. 
Say whence fo few fucceed ? where thoufands aim. 
So ^w e^er reach the promised goal of fame ? 

Say, 



LAW STUDENT. ttSj 

Say, why Cxcilius quits the gainful tirade 
For regimentals, fword, and fmart cockade i 
Or Sextus why his firft profeffion leaves 
For narrower band, plain Ihirt, and pudding ileeves ? 

The depth of Law afks fludy, thought, and care j 
Shall we feek; thefe in rich Alonzo's heir i 
Such diligence, alas ! is feldom found 

In the brifk heir to'forty thoufand pound. 
Wealth, that excufes folly, floth creates j 
Few, who can fpend, e'er learn to get eftates^ 
What is to him dry <:afe, or dull report^ 
Who ftudies fafliions at the Inns of Court, 
And proves that thing of cmptinefs and fhow, ^ 
. That mungrel, half form'd thing, a Temple-Beau? 
01>ferve him daily fauntring up and down. 
In purple flippers, and in fiiken gown ; 
Laft's night's debauch, his morning converfation, . 
The coming, all his evening preparation* 

By Law let others toil to gain renown ! 
Jlorio's a gentleman, a man o'th' town. 
He nor courts, clients, or the law regarding. 
Hurries from Nando^s down to Covent garden* 
Yet he's a fcholar; — mark him in the pit 
With critick catcall found the ftops of wit ! 

4 Supreme 
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Supreme at George's he harangues the throngs 
Cenfor of fiyle from tragedy to fong i 
Him ev'ry witling views with fecret awe, 
peep in the Drama, (hallow in the Law. 

Others there are, who, indolent aiid tai^^ 
Contemn the fcience, the^ can ne'er attain : , 
Who write, and read, but all by fits and ilarts. 
And varniih folly with the name of parts ; 
Truft on to genius for they fcorn to pore, , 
Till e'en that little genius is no more* 
Knowledge in Law care only can attain. 
Where honour's purchas'd at the price of paltl* 
If, loit'ring, up th' afcent you ceafe to climb. 
No ftarts of labour can redeepi the time. > 

Indufirious ftudy wins by flow degrees ; 
True fons of Coke can ne'er be fons of eaie. 

There are, whom Love of Poetry has fmit. 
Who, blind to intereft, arrant dupes to wit. 
Have wander'd devious in the pleafing road. 
With Attick flowers and claflick wreaths beftrew'd : 
Wedded to verfe, embrac'd the Mufe for life. 
And ta'en, like modern bucks, their whores to wife. 
Where'er the Mufe ufurps defpotick fway. 
Ail other fliudies muft of force give way. 

Int'reft 
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Ipt'refl: id vain put* in her prudent claiia, 

Nonfuited b]^ the pow*r6il plea of fame* 

As well you might weigh lead againft a feather. 

As ever jumble wit and law together. 

On Littleton Coke gravely tbUs remarks, 

(Remember this ye rhyming Temple Sparks I) 

** In all our author's tenures, hziVuOttij 

** This is the fourth time any verfe is quoted,** 

Which, Againft the Mufe and Verfe, may^wcU imply 

What lawyers call a noli profefuu 

, Well I remember oft My Lady faid, 
(My Lady, whom fare maxims ever led<} 
Turn Parfon, Colman! that^s the way to thrive^ 
Your Parfons are the happieft men alive. 
Judges, there are but~twelve, and never more. 
But Stalls untold, and Bifhops twenty four. 
Of pride and claret, floth and ven'fon full. 
Yon Prelate mark, right reverend and dull ! 
He ne'er, good man, need penfive vigils^keep 
To preach his audience once a week to fleep^ 
On rich preferments battens at his eafe. 
Nor fweats for tithes, as lawyers tori for fees^ 

No, cries. My Lord : I know thee better far ; 
And cry ftick clofe \ clofe, Coley, to the Bar ! 

Vol.. n. U If 
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If Genius warm thee, where can Genias call 
For nobler a£lion than in yonder -Hall f - 
^Tis not enough each morn, on Term's approach^ 
To club your legal threepence for a coach j 
Then at the Hall to take your fil'ent ftand. 
With ink*horn and long note-book in your hand^ 
Marking grave ferjeants cite each wife report. 

And noting down fage dl^ums from the Court, 

•I 

With o^rwhclming brow, and law-Iearn'd face^ 
The Index of your book of Comipon*Place. 

Thefe are mere drudges, that can only plod. 
And tread the path their dull forefathers trod, 
Doom'd thro* Law's maze, without a clue, to rangej' 
From Second Vernon down to Second Strange. 
Do thou uplift thine eyes to happier wits f 
Dulnefs no longer on the Woolpack fits j: 
No longer on the drawling dronifh herd 
Are the firft honours of the Law confer'd x 
But they, whofe fame reward's due tribute draws^ 
.Whofe active merit challenges applaufe^ 
. Like glorious beacons, are fet high to view,. 
To mark the paths wjiich Genius fhouUpuriac. 

O for 
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O/or thy fpirit, Mansfield ! at thy name 
What bofom glows not with an adive flame I 
Alone, from Jargon born to rcfcue Law, 
From Precedent, Grave Hum, and Formal Saw ! 
To ftrip Chican'ry of its vain pretence. 
And niarry Common Law to Common Senfe ! 

Pratt I on thy lips perfuafion ever hung !' 
Englifli falls pure as Manna from thy tongue : 
On thy voice Truth may reft, and on thy plea 
Unerring Henley found the juft decree. 

Henley ! than whom to Hardwick's well-rais'd 
famei 
No worthier fecond Royal George could name : 
No lawyer of prerogative; no tool 
Fa(hIon*d in black Corruption's pliant fchool ; 
Formed 'twixt the People and the Crown to ftand. 
And hold the fcales: of Right with even hand I 

True to our hopes, and equal to his birth. 
See, fee in Yorke the force of lineal worth I 

But why their fcv*ral merits need I tell i 
Why on each honoured fage's praifes dwell i 
Wilmot how well his place, or Fofter fills I 
Or ihrewd fenfe beaming from the eye of Willes i 

U 2 V Such 
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Such wUle thou fee'ft the pub lick care engag^^ 
Their facde ittcreafing with incFeafing age, 
Rais'd by true Genius/ bred in Phaebus* fchool^ 
Whofe warmth of foul found judgment knew to^ 

cool.;. 
—With fuch illttftriotts proofs before your eyeSj 

Think not,, my friend, you've too much wit to rife I" 
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CANTO L 

THE Fatal Breakfaftan4 the Crudi Fan: 
I fing : Calliope, the verfe prepare i 
£ay, wby iuch ra^ iaflanM a Lady's foid 
To rob the hungry ftaioach of it's Roi4' i 

Now 'gaa the Sun the dappled eaft t'adorn^ 
And troops of feathered warblers hailM the morn j 
^riik Oianticleei: £ew crowing from hijs bed« 
And preft Dame Pardet with the morning taoesd : 
Ducka quack,hogs grunt^ dogs howl, and horfesaeigh^ 
With Nature's mufick uih'ring in tti« day ; 
Sounds loft, alas ! too ibon ki luder note 

With clasraur i^uiitg fiom Atofik's Ih^ovb 
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Now founding thro* the houfe with dreadful knell 
The loud-tongu'd clapper ftrikes upon the bell. 
The maid in hafte half huddling on her deaths 
The termagant) Sir John's fair" partner J^ rofc. 
She comes, her clamour ftrikes all others dumb^ 
My Lady frowns^ and all the houfe looks glum« 

Some furious ravings in the kitchen paft 
The tardy Breakfaft greets our eyes at laif : 
Three fcraps of bread )^nd butter fad we fee.. 
Two lumps of fugar and fix grains of tea. 
Hunger, they fay, thro* ftony walls will break. 
As bards 'write libels for a dinner's fake. 
, Hunger all arts and fciences can teach. 
Makes' lawyers plead, 'quacks kill, and parfont 

preach. ' 

Hence, Coufin, rofe the workings in thy brain, 
A better meal by ilratagem to gain : ' 
Butter'd by ftealth, by ftealth moft flily got, 
Smok'd on the bpard a French Roll, piping hot. 



'« I 



Pale as grim Ghoft whofe mealy afpe£): (hocks, 
And red by turns as twenty Turkey- Cocks, 
With eyes inflam'd, and leer malign, £he view'd 
The dear-bought morfel of ddicious food. 
*< And have I then fo oft, enrag'd (he cried. 
My longing foul its foremoft wifh denied i 

S# 
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So oft have grudg'd a farthing's fmall expence. 
And fhall another fquander thus my penc^ i 
This prudent proverb have I ne'er (orgbt^ 
A penny favM is worth a penny got ? 
Have I ftill held it for a maxim clear, 
A pin per diem makes a groat per year ? 
And ihall infatiate Coufins ihock my foul, 
Appaird at Ruin, and a ButterM Roll i 
And thou, voracious Sir, my greateft curfe, 
Whofe monftrous lux'ry daily fhrinks my purfe. 
Say, will not then our common fare go down 
^nd muft good bread be fcorn'd becaufe 'tis Brown V\ 



I • 



Coufin, abafh'd, now raifing pert his head, 
lrOok*4 in My Lady's face, and thus he faid* 

Tell me, good Madam, where's that mod'ratc mam 
Who will not mend his lot when e'er he can f 
Who will not for a palace flight a cot. 
Or leave cold mutton for a flice of hot ? 
Wher« lofty Highgate haughtily looks down 
On all the fmoke-girt fteeples of the town. 
By ap old wizard-fage around my head 
The branching Antlers of a Stag were fprea4* 
There by thofe Horns I fwore, thofc facrcd Horns, 
A folemn oath no Chriftian traveler fcorns, 

U4 Ne*er 
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Ne'er wMi unhallow'd tooth Brown 'Breftd to bitei 
When Icinder fottune <boiiU afford me White. 

He faid, and feafted on the lufcious diet. 
Eat, fays Sir Johv^ £at., Coufin, ^nd Be QvticJU 
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Once m6re the Sun his daily courfe began » 
Once more Ihrill' noifes through the chambers ra;i, 
Once more the fcanty Breakfaft was prepared, ■ 
Once more, O monftrous ! a French HoU appealed, 

r • ... 

Not Echo from her cave fo deep rcfounfc 
With the full cry of twenty packs of hbundsj 
Not cawing rooks, pies chatt*/ing, Jfcolding wives. 
Cats mewing^ grating faws, :and grinding knives^ ' 
Not all Hell loofe, led on by Death and Sin, 
E'er rent the ear with fuch tremendous din ! 

« It is the Caufc;, it is the Caufe, my Soul V 
Enrag'd^ ibe cry'd, and feiz'd the fatfd RoU. 
.«« Call ! ring the bjell I Ned \ Thom^ I Harry 1 

Jack! . ' 

Tbc .Roll! Here! Sei*c it! ftvm it! Take it 

back!" 

^ X Now. 
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Now thro^ the ftreets, like 'Bedlam fiend fte teels^ 
With all the vfriage rabble at her heels. 
So saving through Troy Town of old was jRecn 
111 fated Hecuba, the Mob-led t^een. 
<< Curft be,the man that ever eats, ibe laid^ 
*< And doubly curft be He that gives him Bread I 
•* Bread, the prime caufe whence all oluTevils flpw^ 
*' Which now to Bakers fhall work bitter woe !** 
Onwards (he went, tfrikirJ'd liibe a&hoolboy'stop^ 
Ent'ring with di«adf4j;l ftride the Baker's fliop. 
The pliant paAe He vtU could knead and :BiQiild> 
JinA better loaves .no London Baker fold ; 
But his old frame now tottering with years, 
Deafnefs 'had clos'd the portal of hts ears ; 
With murmurs vague rii' imperfefi^eafe betrayed. 
And founds imcertain to his caps ^onvey'd* 
Him did My Lady with rough queftions greets 
And he reply'd, i>ut ne*^ gave anfwer -moet. 

Why Traitor!— Villain! why is this? flie fatd. 
Why doft thou load me with fuch heaps of Bread ? 
i%\ not enough to fend Brown Bread by Pecksi 
And that the White my ihitely table decks, 
$ut Rolls, vile Rolls, my ^uiet mud perplex ? 

i&daai 
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Madam, he cried, half hearing what Ihe faid, 
I'm Aire no Baker e'er fold better Bread. 
And as for Rolls, no( Brentford fends fo white. 
Or yxbridge Bakers make them half fo light. 

And doft thou mock pae then? vile ilave, ibc 
cried i 
Madam, You're very welcome. He replied. 

As on the kitchen-fire a boiler large 
Heats by degrees it's elemental charge ; 
Firft from the top a mifty fteam it flings. 
Warms, then ferments, then (immers,and thenfingS} 
Now foaming, raging, boiling, bubbling quick. 
Scarce pn the brim the rattling lid will ftick ; 
So heated by degrees, inflam'd at laft. 
Full at his bead a huge Peck Loaf flie ca({;. 
Ah Vixen Lady 1 as he fell he cried. 
And the loofe tallies clatter'd at his ijde, 

O fpr a Mufe to found the trump of war. 
And all this dread encounter to declare f 
How Bricks, Rolls, Crufts, in thick confufion flew. 
Huge Pecks, Half' Pecks, and Quartern Loaves, they 

threw ! 
Now from within ran forth the Baker's Wife, 
Aghaft and trembling for her hufband's life. 

Revenge ! 
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Revenge ! flic cry'd, for fweet Revenge I come ; 
My poor deaf hufband ! have they ftruck thee dumb i 
Then greeting firft with moft uncourteous flap 
My Lady's face, (he faften'd on her cap : 
Her own that inftant felt my Lady's hand. 
And face to face, and cap to cap they ftand. 
Pulling and rending, pinching, tearing, biting. 
Now flap, now fcratch^ now fcolding, and now 

fighting. 
So have I feen in Jack o'Lanthorn quick. 
Fierce Battle 'twixt a Baker and Old Nick ; 
Full clofely each engag'd in defp'rate hug. 
This way the Baker, that the Devil tug ; 
Now here, now there, in conteilmbft. Uncivil, 

Pull Tom, pull Nick, pull Baker, and pull DeviL 

• - 1 

* 

Caura Defunu 
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-A4K>m loqu^ntor^ oon taatiuQ fej». 

Fhjedru^ 



ONCE «n a time, wlieA gff^t &k 0$k 
Held all the Tpccs bcoeatb bis yok^ 
The Monarchf asudoua to mai^jtaiA 
In peaceful ftafe his Sjrl^yan reigo^ 
Saw, io his fiarrasr 'and diflcadioa» 
His fubjedt trees take root in faSiont 
A«d, though late join'd in union keavtf ) 
Now j}ra«chifig into /hopts ^f party. 
Each fturdy ftick of fadious wood 
Stood ftifF and ftout for PuUick Good ; 
For Patriots ever, !tis well known^ 
Seek other's welfare, not their own. 
And all they undertake, you know^ 
Is meant pro Bono Publico. 
The hardy Fir, from northern earth 
Who took its aame^ and drew iU birth. 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 29^ 

* The Oak plac'd next hiia^ to fut^port 
His government, and* grace his courts 
The Fir, of an uncommon fize. 
Rearing his head' urito the ikies. 
O'er topp'd bis fell^ow-plants : his height ' 
They view'd, and fickenM at the^ fight; 
With envy ev'ry fibre fwell'd. 
While in them the proud fap rebelled. 
Shall then, they cried, the Afh, the £Iiil> 
The Beech, no longer rule the helm ? 
What 1 fliall th' ignoble Fir, a plant 
In tempeft born and fiurs*d in want,, ^ 

From the black regions of the Nortb^ 
And native famine, iflue forth ; 
In this our happier foil take root. 
And dare ou# birth-right to difpute ^ 

On this the fatal ftorm began^i 
Confufion through the Fpreft ran ; 
Mifchief in each dark fhade was brewing 
And all betokenM general ruin : 
While each, to make their party good^ 
Brib'd the vile ihrubs and Underwood i ' 
And now, tbe Bramble and the Thiftle 
Sent forth Ode, Eflay, and Epiftle ; 
To which anon, with equal mettle, 
£epl;'d the Thorn^ and Stinging-netde ! 

Whaf-^ 
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WhaCs tojbt done ? or how oppofe 
The ftorm which in the Foreft rofe ? 
Grief fhook the mighty Monarch's mind. 
And his fighs laboured in the wind. 
At length the tumult, ftrife and quarrel. 
Alarming the fagacious Laurel, 
His mind, unto the King he broke. 
And thus addreft him : Heart of Oak ! 
Sedition is on foot ; make ready ; 
And fix your empire firm and fteady« 
Fa^on in vain fhall ihake the wood. 
While you purfue the General Good, 
Fear not a foe,^ truft not a friend. 
Upon Yourfelf alone depend t 
If not too partially allied 
By fear or love to either fide^ 
In vain ihall jarring fa<Sions ftrive. 
Cabals in vain dark plots contrive. 
Slave to no foe, dupe to no minioi^. 
Maintain an equal juft dominion : 
So (hall you ftand by ftorms unbroke. 
And all revere the Royal Oak. 
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eOBLER OF CRIPPLEGATE'S LETTER 

T a 
R O B E R * LLOYD, A. M. 

Firft printed in the St. James's Magazine, May, 1765. 



UNUS'D to Verfe, and tir'd Heav'n knows. 
Of drudging on in heavy Profe» 
Day after day, year after year. 
Which I have fent the Gazetteer ; 
Now, for the firft time, I effay 
To write in your own eafy way^ 
And now, O Lloyd, I wi(h I had 
To go that road, your ambling pad ', 
While you, with all a Poet's pride. 
On the Great Horfe of Verfe might ride* 
You leave the road, that's rough and^ ftony. 
To pace and whiftle, with your Poneyj 
Sad proof to us you're lazy grown. 
And fear to gall your huckle-bone. 
For he who rides a nag fo fmall, . 

Will ibon wc fear, ride none at alL 

There 
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' There are» an^ Adugbt give» more oB%c^« 
Who have fome fav'ritc exceJle^cey 
Which evermore they introduce, 
And bring it into conftant ufe*. 
Thus Garrick ftill in ev'ry part 
Has Paufe, and Attitude, and Start: 
The Paufe, 1 will allow, is good, ' 
And fo perhaps, the Attitude 5 
The Starts too fine : but if not fcarce^i 
The Tragedy becomes a' Farce. 

I have too, pardon me, fome quarrel, * 
With other branches of your LaurcF. 
I hate the ftyle, that ftill defends 
Yourfelf, or praifes all your friends, 
As'if the club of wits was met 
To make eulogiums on the Set; 
Say muft the town for ever hear. 
And no Reviewer deign to fneer. 
Of Thornton's Humour, Garrick's Nature, 
And Colman's Wit, and Churchill's Satire ? . 
Churchill who— let it not offend. 
If I make free, though he's your friend j 
And fure we cannot want excufe, . 
When Churchill's nam'd, for Smart Abufe- 
Churchill 1 who ever loves to raife. 
On Slander's dung his mulhroom bays : 
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The Prieft, I grant, has fomething clever, 
A fomething that will laft for ever. 
Let him, in p*rt, be made your pattern, 
Whofc Mufe, now queen, and now a flattern, 
Trick'd out in Rofciad rules the roaft. 
Turns ti'apesand trollops In ^he Ghoft, 
By turns, both tickles us, and warnis. 
And drunk or fobcr, has her chariiis- 

Garrick, to whom with lath and plaifter. 
You try to raife a fine pilafter, 
And found on Lear and Macbeth, 
His monument e'en after death ; 
Garrick's a Dealer in grimaces, 
A Haberdaflber of wry faces, 
A Hypocrite, in all his ftages, 
Who laughs and cries for hire and wages % 
As undertaker's men draw grief 
From onion in their handkerchief. 
Like real mourners cry and fob. 
And of their paffions make a job. 

And Col man too, that little finner, 
That Eflay-weaver, Drama -fpinner. 
Too much the Comick Sock will ufe. 
For 'tis the Law muft find him (hoes. 

Vol. II. X And 
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And though he thinks on Fiune'$ wide oceu 
He fwimSy and has a pretty motion^ 
Inform him, Uojd^ for all his grin» 
That Hanry Fiddiiig holds his chin. 



Now higher foar, my Mufe, and higher. 

To Bonnel Thornton, hight Efquire f 

The only man, to make us laugh, 

A very Peter Paragraph j 

The grand condudor, and advifer 

In Chonicle and Advertifer^ 

Who ft ill delights to run his rig 

On Citizen aud Perriwig I 

Good fenfe, I know, though dafli'd with oddity^ 

In Thornton is no fcarce commodity : 

Much learning too I can defcry. 

Beneath bis perriwig doth lie.— 

•—I beg his pardon, I<leclare : 

His grizzle's gone for greafy hair. 

Which now the Wag with eafe can fcrew 

With dirty ribband in a queue — 

But why negled (his trade forfaking 

For fcribbling and for merry-making,) 

With Tye to ovGC^wie that brain. 

Which might have (hone in Warwick*lane I 

Why not, with fpefbicles on nole, 

In cbaript lazily repofe^ 

1^ A formjirt 
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A formal, poin{K>u99 d^p phyficisui, 
Himfelf a Sign-Poft Exhibition ? 

But hold, my Mufe ! you run a-head : 
And Where's the c)ue that (hall unthread 
The maze, wherein you are entangled ? 
While out of tune the bells are jangled. 
Through rhyme's rough road that ferve to deck 
My jaded Pegafus his neck. 

My Mufe with Lloyd alone contends : 
Why then fall foul upon his friends i 
Unlefs to fhew, like Handy*dandy, 
Or Churchill's Ghoft, or Triftram Shandy, 
Now here, now there, with quick progreffion> 
How fmartly you can make digreffion ; 
Your rambling fpirit now confine. 
And fpeak to Lloyd in ev'ry line. 

Tell me then, Lloyd, what is't you mean 
By cobbling up a Magazine ? 
A Magazine, a wretched olio 
Purloin'd from quarto and from folio. 
From pamphlet, news-paper, and book. 
Which toft up by a monthly cook. 
Borrows fine fhapes, and titles new, 
0£ fricafee, and rich ragpilt. 
Which Dunces drefs as well as Vou« 




•' / 
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Say, is't for You, your wit to coop. 
And tumble through this narrow hoop I 
The body thrives, and fo the mind. 
When both are free and unconiin'd ^ 
But harnefsM in, like hackney tit. 
To rim the monthly ftage of wit. 
The Racer ftumbles in the (haft. 
And (hews he was not meant for draft. 
Pot-bellied gluttons. Haves of tafte. 
Who bind in leathern belt their waift. 
Who lick their lips at ham or haunch. 
But hate to fee the ftrutting paunch. 
Full often rue the pain that's felt 
From circumfcription of the belt : 
Thus women too we ideots call. 
Who lace their (hapes too clofe and fnall. 
Tight ftays, they find, oft en4 in humps. 
And take, too late, alas! to jumps. 
The Chinefe ladies cramp their feet 
Which feem indeed both (mall and neat. 
While the dear creatures laugh and talk. 
And can do ev'ry thing — but walk ; 
Thus you ** who trip it as you go 
«< On the light fantaftic toe," 
And in' the Ring are ever feen. 
Ox Rotten*Row of Magazine, 



WiU 
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Will cramp your Mufe ip. four-foot verf^^ 
And find at laft your eafe, your curfe. 
Clio already humbly begs 
You'd give her leave to ftretch her legs ; 
For though fometimes ihe takes a leap. 
Yet on All Fours jQie can but creep. 

While Namby-Pamby thus you fcribble. 
Your manly turns arc merely fribble, 
Pinn'd down, and fickly, cannot vapour. 
Nor dare to fpring) or cut a caper. 

Roufe then, for fhame, your ancient fpirit ! 
Write a great work ! a work of merit ! 
The conduct of your Friend examine. 
And give a Prophecy of Famim j 
Or like Ypurfelf in days of yore. 
Write A^ors as you did before : 
Write what may pow'rful friends create you. 
And make your prefent friends all hate you. 
Learn not a fhuffling, fhambling, pace, 
Sut go ered with manly grace ; 
For Ovid fays, and pray thee heed it, 
Os homini fublime dedit. 
But if you ftill wafte all your prime 
In fpinning Lilliputian Rhyme, 
Too long your genius will lie fallow. 

And Robert Lloyd prove Robert Shallow. 

X 3 TO 



T O 

ANY MINISTER OR GRfeAT MAN. 

Saturday, Ma^4, '7^5* 



WHETHER you lead the Patriot band^ 
Or in the clafs of Courtiers ftand« 
Or prudently prefer 
The Middle Courfe, with equal aifeal 
To ferve both King and Common-weal^ 
Your Grace, my Lord, or Sir ! 

Know Minifter ! whatever your plan. 
Whatever your politicks, Great Man ! 

You muft exped detradion : 
Though of clean hand and honeft heart, 
Vour, greatnefs muft expe£l: to fmart 

Beneath the rod of fa^on. 

Like blockheads, eager in difpute. 
The Mob, that many-headed brute. 

All bark and bawl together : 
For Continental Meafures fome. 
And fome cry, keep your troops at home I 

And fome are pleas'd with neither. 



Lol 



I 
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Lo ! a Militia guards the land j 
Thottfend* applaud yw' **▼»»§ *»»*> 

And hail you their protedor 5 
While thoufands cenfure and defame. 
And brand you with the hideous name 

Of ftate-quack or projedor. 

Are aftive, vigorous means preferM ? 
Lord ! what harangues are hourly heard 

Of wafted blQod and treafure! 
Then all for entcrprize and plot : 
And po'x o'this unmeaning Scot ! 

Jf cautious be your meafure* 

Corruption's influence you defpife ; 
Thefc lift your glory to the ikies, 

Thofe pluck your glory down i 
So ftrangely diflF*rent is the note 
Of fcoundrels that have right to vot^ 

And fcoundrels that have none. 

Ye then who guide the Car of State, 
Scorning the Rabble's idle prate. 

Proceed as ye defign'd ; 
In rugged ways, the reins and fteeda 
Alonethe fldlful driver heeds. 

Nor ftays to cut behind. 

X4 TRAGMENT 



g,e VfiRSEON 



fragment' OF A LOVE ELEGY, 

Saturday, May ii, 1765, 



'i 



CURSE on tbpfe hou^s, which once I us'd to 
blcft, 

» 

Hours that for ever on my memory prefs. 
When my young hearty awake to honeft love, 
Firft caught th' infeflion Time can ne*er remove f 
^o coxcomb, proud to charm an artlefs maid i 
No rake, that wifh'd her innocence betrayed ; 
No wordling, whofe mean foul, refign'd to pelf^ 
Courted vile gold ; but fond of her herfelf. 
To win her heart I made my only care. 
And once believ'd I had an intVeft there. 
Hap*ly I had : and yet, oh fad reverfe ! 
To lofe that intereft, made it more my curfe. 
Why didft thou. Fortune, throw me in her way, 
Juft long enough to ileal my foul away ? 
Or why, that don^, ,did adverfe fate ordain, 
Diftant, as North from South, we fiiould remain f 
And why, O why, did abfcnce, fickle Fair, 
Kopt from thy heart w))at Love had pUntcd there i 
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That day I well remember, when I firft 
Heard my d©om feal'd : — Tiiat day be ever curft ! 
Long had I thought my foul's firft wifhes croft, 
Long, long, *tis true, had giv'nup all for loft; 
Yet ftin, in fpite of Reafon's fage controul. 
Some rays of hope fhot faintly through my fouL 



/ 
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MOTHER SHIPTON', 

A Halfpenny Ballad to the Tune of Nancy Dawsok, 

Tuefday, January 8, 1771. 



L 
/^ F all the pretty Pantomimes, ' 
^^ That have' been feen or fung in rhimcs. 
Since famous Johnny Rich's times. 

There's none like Mother Shipton. 
She pleafes folks of every clafs ; 
She makes her Swans and Ducklings pafs i 
ghe fhews her Hog, ihe fhews her Afs * ; 

Qh charming Mother Shipton I 

* j^xhibited in the Pantomime, 



II, 
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II. 

Kear to the famous'Dropping Weil 
She firft drew breath, as records teU, 
And had good beer and ale to fell, 
« As ever tongue was tipt on : 
Her Dropping Well itfelf is feen. 
Quaint Goblins hobble round their Quee|f| 
And little Fairies tread the Green^ 
Call'd forth by Mother Shipcon. 

III. 

<% London is a charming place ! ^ 

Yet grumble not, ye Critick Race^ 
Though Manfion-Houfe is feen to grace 

The ftreets in Mother ShiptonI 
You think a blunder you defcry : 
Yet you might fee with half an eye 
'Tis Mother Shipton^s Prophecy—. 

Qb charming Mother Shipton ! 

IV, 

Come jolly Tars, And Sailors flauncb, 
Qh come with us and fee the Launch j 
TTwill feaft your eye, and fill your paunch. 
As done by Motjher Shipton. 

The 
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The (bores give way the hulk that prop- 
Huzza ! the Ihip is launchM— and pop ! 
'Tis turft'd into a Baker's Shop--* 
Oh charming Mother Shipton ! ' 

V. 

Then after fcveral wonders paft. 
To Yorkfhire all return at laft. 
And in a Coal-pit they are caft-^ 

Oh wond*rou8 Mother Shipton I 
Yet fhe red^ms them every foul : 
And here's the moral of the whole— 
^ris Mother Shipton brings the Cole: 

Oh charming Mother Shipton! 
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EPITAPH 
On WILLIAM POWELL. 

I 

Saturday, Oftober 12, 177 1. 



THE Monument reprefents' Fame holding x 
Medallion with a Profile of Powell, over 
which is the following Infcription. 

WILLIAM POWELL, Esq. 

* 

One of th« Patentees of the Theatre Rojal, 

Covent Garden, 

Died the 3d of July, 1769, 

Aged 33 years. 

His Widow caufed this monument to be eredled, 
»s well to perpetuate his memory, as her own irre* 
trievable lofs of the beft of Huftaiids, Fathers, and 
F"|n(Js.. _ 

BeneatJl 
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Beneath the above figure are the following lines^ 
and fignature* 

Bristol I to worth and genius ever juft^ 
To thee our Powell's dear remains we truft. 
Soft as the ftream thy facred fprings impart. 

The milk of human kindnefs warm'd his heart ; 

That heart which ev'ry tender feeling knew. 

The foil where Pity, Love, and Friendfhip grew* 

Oh 1 let a faithful friend with grief fincere 

Infcribe his tomb, and drop the heart-felt tear. 

Here reft his Praife, here found his nobleft Fame} 

«— All elfe a Bubble, or an empty Name, 

G. COLMAN. 



THE 
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THE 

CONTENTED CUCKOLD. 

Fiift printed in the St. James's Chronicle, 
Satarda/j March zS, 1767* 



WMMI*! 



EPIGRAM. 



HARRY with Johnny's wife intrigues. 
And ^11 the world perceives it : 
John forms with Harry fuch clofe leagues, 
WhoM think that he believes it i 

Contented Cuckold ! but, alas, 
This is poor Johnny's curfe : 
If he don't fee it, he's an Afs ^ 
And if he does, he's worfe. 



THE 
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THE GAME AT LOO, 

AN EPIGRAM. 

TT7HAT tho* I hold of Trumps a Flufh, 
' "^ And boaft a friend ift Pam f 

Yet I can own without a bluib^ 
That I the lofer am. 

AlaSji this happens ev'ry day^ 

And is each night renewed : 
For who with H— rr-r-iigt— n Can pfay^ 

And fail of being Loq'p i 

Taobridge Wells, 
Auguft, 1784. 



' 



THS 
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THE 
THREE WITCHES 

AT 

THE JUBILEE MASQUERADE, 



B 



AK EPIGRAM. 

E H O L D the Witches Three ! 

Who's She ?— Who's She ?— Who's She? 

*Tis Pembroke, Payne, and Crewe, 

In ev'ry breaft they raife ftrange ftorms^ 

More real forc'ry in thofe forms. 

Than any Shakefpeare drew ! 

Extemp9r04 
Stratford upon AYoa> 
Sept. 7, 1769 



END OF YOL. IL 
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